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chemists  and  druggists  by  physicians  and  pharmacists. 
Price  2s.  6d. ;  by  post  2s.  9d. 

"  Pharmaceutical  Formulas."  A  book  of  useful  recipes 
for  the  drug-trade.  It  i*  unlike  any  other  recipe-book  ever 
offered  to  the  trade.  By  Peter  MaoEwan,  F.C.S.  Price 
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Summary, 


Belfast's  Buyings  of  chemicals  are  summed  on  p.  815. 
New  Facts  about  ionone  and  violet  oil  are  given  on 
p.  818. 

"  What  is  Magnesia  ? "  is  an  oft-answered  question  again 
put  on  p.  840. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Pope  ha?  been  telling  of  some  of  the  uses  of 
distillation  (p.  834). 

The  weak  belladonna-plaster  controversy  is  becoming 
more  intricate  (p.  829). 

Professor  Moissan  has  moved  a  step  up  in  the  Paris 
School  of  Pharm  i3y  (p.  817). 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Russell  has  expressed  his  views 
on  company  reform  (p.  829). 

Surgical-instrument  making  customs  are  illustrated  in 
a  county-court  case  reported  on  p.  837. 

We  continue  our  war  notes,  and  present  an  unusually  long 
list  of  contributors  to  the  various  war  funds  (p.  819). 

The  Midland  Apothecaries  (Limited),  whose  formation 
was  noticed  last  week,  is  now  fully  dealt  with  on  p.  828. 

The  Use  of  Labels  as  trade  marks  has  afforded  Lord 
Justice  Romer  the  occasion  for  a  little  legal  advice  (p.  829). 

The  Federation  wants  all  associations  in  the  country  to 
discuss  the  company- question  before  November  30  (p.  831). 

Almost  every  country  in  Europe  has  some  pharmaceutical 
grievance  just  now,  as  will  be  seen  by  reading  the  article  on 
p.  826. 

Portraits  of  several  gentlemen  connected  with  the  drug- 
trade  who  have  been  appointed  mayors  are  printed  on 
p.  822. 

Dr  J.  C.  McWalter  raise?  several  points  on  the  analysis 
of  drugs  which  are  well  worth  coisideration  and  discussion 
(p.  840). 

"  Headaches  "  is  the  title  of  an  illustrated  article  on 
p.  828  which  tells  about  the  origin  and  treatment  of  various 
kinds  of  headache. 

A  Dozen  Topics  were  discussed  at  last  week's  meeting 
of  the  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  and  are  briefly 
reported  on  p.  832. 

Analytical  Students  have  good  fare  provided  for  them 
in  Mr.  R.  J.  Mosr'.s  report  on  the  first  exercise  of  a  new 
tournament  (p.  812). 

Dr  M.  O.  Forster  gives  on  p  824  a  suc^init  acsount  of 
natural  and  artificial  perfumes,  with  special  relation  to  their 
chemical  constitution. 

The  Western  Chemists'  Association  dined  on  Wednesday 
evening,  when  company-pharmacy  was  introduced.but  nothing 
new  was  said  about  it  (p.  835). 

A  New  Method  for  determining  the  strength  of  sweet 
spirit  of  nitre  is  suggested  by  Messrs.  Cowley  and  Oatford  : 
it  is  the  potable-water  test  for  nitrites  (p.  831). 

The  keeping  of  branch-shops  without  a  qualified  assistant 
has  resulted  in  a  prosecution  under  the  Irish  Pharmacy  Act, 
in  which  a  registered-druggist  employer  his  been  fined 
(p  836) 

Mr.  Justice  Stirling's  decision  in  the  Valentine  Meat- 
juice  and  Beef-extract  case  has  been  given.  He  finds  that 
the  defendants  have  not  infringed  the  rights  of  the  Valentine 
Meat  juice  Company  (p.  836). 

At  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  evening  meeting  on  Tues- 
day Profess  >r  Green  gave  a  lecture  on  "  Yeast,"  and  Pro- 
fessor Greenish  described  a  substitute  for  Alexandrian  senna 
now  in  the  market.  The  latter  paper  is  fully  illustrated  on 
p  820. 

Xrayser,  in  his  "  Observations  and  Reflections  "  this 
week,  a propos  of  the  copyright  in  speeches,  gives  some  inter- 
esting information  regarding  the  earlier  days  of  the  School 
of  Pha'micy.  when  Or.  Pereira's  lectures  were  published 
against  bis  will  (p.  825). 
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Students'  Corner. 

Conducted  by  Richabd  J.  Moss,  F.I.C.,  F.O.S. 


Analytical  Tournament. — During  the  six  months  October,  1899, 
to  March,  1900,  the  marks  obtained  by  competitors  will 
be  recorded  month  by  month,  and  the  three  candidates  who 
obtain  the  highest  aggregates  of  marks  in  the  period  will  be 
awarded  special  prizes.  First  21.  2s.,  second  1?.  Is.,  and 
third  10s.  6d.,  in  books,  with  certificates.  Competitors  using 
a  mom  deplume  are  requested  to  adhere  to  one  name  through- 
out the  term. 


Qualitative  Analysis. 

A MIXTURE  of  not  more  than  three  salts  will  form 
the  subject  of  the  next  exercise  in  qualitative  analysis. 
The  mixture  is  to  be  submitted  to  a  thorough  systematic 
examination,  all  its  constituents  are  to  be  detected,  and 
proof  is  to  be  given  that  the  substances  detected  are  the 
only  constituents  of  the  mixture. 

Students'  applications  for  portions  of  the  mixture  of  salts 
(accompanied  by  a  stamped  and  addressed  envelope,  not  a 
stamp  merely)  will  be  received  up  to  Wednesday,  November  22, 
and  the  samples  will  be  forwarded  immediately. 

Students'  reports  will  be  received  up  to  Saturday, 
December  2.  Each  report  should  contain  a  concise 
account  of  the  work  done,  and  include  a  list  of  the 
constituents  detected.  In  this  list  any  substance  regarded 
as  an  accidental  impurity  should  be  distinguished  from  the 
essential  constituents  of  the  salts  composing  the  mixture. 

Rbpobts. 

The  mixture  of  safe  sent  oat  last  month  consisted  of 
three  parts  of  sodium  chloride,  one  of  ammonium  oxalate, 
and  one  of  potassium  ferrocyanide. 

The  calculated  composition  of  such  a  mixture  is — 


K   

  739 

Na  

  22-99 

NH4   

  4-50 

Fe(CN)u   

  10'05 

CI  

  36-01 

c2o4   

  u-oo 

H20   

  8-06 

100-00 

Calcium  and  sulphuric  acid  were  present  as  impurities.  A 
quantitative  determination  gave  calcium  0-17  per  cent.,  and 
the  sulphuric  radicle  0  27  per  cent. 

Samples  of  the  po  wder  were  sent  to  140  applicants,  and 
reports  were  received  from  82  competitors.  These  are  the 
highest  numbers  we  have  bad  the  pleasure  to  record. 

The  failures  in  the  detection  of  the  several  constituents 
were  : — Potassium  5,  sodium  2,  ammonium  4,  ferrocyanic  acid 
3,  chlorine  6,  oxalic  acid  27.  These  figures  and  the  marks 
awarded  below  show  excellent  work. 

Our  remarks  to  correspondents  deal  pretty  fully  with  their 
errors  and  the  difficulties  encountered.  The  detection  of 
oxalic  acid  was  the  hardest  part  of  the  work.  It  required 
considerable  experience  of  analytical  work  to  get  any  indica- 
tion of  the  oxalate  in  examining  the  powder  in  the  dry  way. 
In  the  ordinary  course  of  examination  for  acids  in  the  wet 
way,  the  addition  of  calcium  chloride  to  the  aqueous  solution 
of  the  powder  produced  a  precipitate  soluble  in  hydrochlori  ; 
acid  but  not  soluble  in  acetic  acid.  When  this  precipitate 
was  dried  and  ge>  tly  ignited,  it  did  not  carbonise,  but 
assumed  for  a  moment  a  grey  colour,  and  left  a  nearly  white 
residue  which  effeivesced  on  the  aidition  of  an  acid.  These 


results  left  no  doubt  as  to  the  presence  of  an  oxalate.  The 
production  of  calcium  oxalate  in  the  manner  described 
seems  an  exceedingly  simple  operation,  admitting  of  no 
possibility  of  error,  yet  several  students  state  that  on  adding 
calcium  chloride  to  the  aqueous  solution  no  precipitate  was 
produced.  The  most  likely  explanation  seems  to  be  that  a 
mineral  acid  had  been  added  to  the  aqueous  solution. 

The  detection  of  the  impurities,  calcium  and  sulphuric 
acid,  was  an  important  feature  in  this  analysis.  They  were 
the  ordinary  impurities  present  in  the  common  salt  used  in 
preparing  the  mixture. 

Pbizes. 

The  First  Prize  for  the  best  analysis  has  been  awarded  to 
A.  E.  King,"c/o  Messrs.  Fuller  &  Co., 

Rampant  Horse  Street,  Norwich. 

The  Second  Prize  has  been  awarded  to 
John  S.  Hill,  c/o  Mr.  F.  R.  Dudderidge, 

55  Northumberland  Street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


Masks  Awabdhd  fob  analyses. 


A.  E.  King  (1st  prize) 

.  100 

Aberthaw  ... 

...  88 

J.  S.  Hill  (2nd  prize) 

..  99 

Algol   

...  86 

R.  R.  B  

..  98 

James  R.  Stott 

...  85 

Leven 

..  97 

C.  C.  D.  D  

...  85 

Plosh   

..  96 

Uranus 

...  85 

Welburn   

..  96 

Oleum   

...  85 

Arthur  E.  Beeston 

..  96 

Phlogiston  

...  84 

Roccella 

..  96 

J.  W.  Patterson  ... 

...  84 

Cumbriana  ... 

..  95 

Geo.  F.  Godson  ... 

...  84 

T.N.  Martlew 

..  95 

Gneiss   

...  83 

Tellurium  ... 

..  95 

Hydrargyrum 

...  83 

S.  "W.  Clark  

..  94 

Tyke  

...  83 

Metaphenylenediamine  . 

..  94 

W  Maxwell 

...  82 

Charles  Smalley  ... 

..  94 

Hawthorn  ... 

...  81 

Interested   

..  93 

Ipecac. 

...  81 

Londoner  ... 

..  93 

St.  Elmo   

...  81 

Acetanilide ... 

..  92 

E.  M.  Leese 

...  80 

Buller   

..  92 

J.  W.  T  

...  80 

Baden-Powell 

..  92 

A.  C.  P  

...  79 

E.B  

..  92 

Alec... 

...  78 

Hopeful   

..  92 

S.  V.  R  

...  78 

Euclid   

..  91 

St.  Nicholas 

...  77 

J.  E.  Smith  

..  91 

Rosa... 

...  77 

Part-time  

..  91 

J.  Pron   

...  76 

H.  M  

..  91 

Salebia   

...  75 

Hubert   

..  91 

Lambda   

...  73 

Thompson  

..  91 

Glycol   

...  71 

E.  E.  Haslegrave  ... 

..  91 

A.  E.  B  

...  70 

E.  H.  H  

..  91 

Embryo   

...  68 

A.  Fraser  

..  90 

Longholme  ... 

...  65 

Cymro 

..  90 

T.  W.  Hazelby 

...  64 

Epoc  

..  90 

Sylvine 

...  63 

Expert   

..  90 

Tragacanth ... 

...  60 

R.  H.  Sutton 

..  90 

Kruger 

...  55 

Thorough  

..  90 

Turps 

...  52 

Walter  Parkinson 

..  90 

Jerry... 

...  50 

First  Attempt 

..  90 

Thomas  French  ... 

...  47 

Phenalgin  ... 

..  90 

Caesar   

...  45 

Unsigned  Report  ... 

..  90 

E.  Kingsley  Monks 

...  35 

A.  Collins  

..  90 

Terpene 

...  30 

John  B.  Smith 

..  90 

Shandon   

...  5 

To  Oobbbspondents. 

Prizes. — The  students  to  whom  prizes  are  awarded  are  requested 
to  write  at  once  to  the  Publisher,  naming  the  book  they  select, 
and  stating  how  they  wish  it  forwarded. 

Any  scientific  book  that  is  published  at  a  price  not  greatly 
exceeding  half  a  guinea  may  be  taken  as  a  first  prize. 

Any  scientific  book  which  is  sold  for  about  five  shillings  may  be 
taken  as  a  second  prize 

Note. — All  communications  should  include  the  names  and 
addresses  of  the  writers 

S.  W.  Clahk. — Assuming  the  small  portion  insoluble  in  water 
to  have  been  separated  by  decantation  and  reserved  until  the 
analysis  of  the  soluble  portion  had  been  finished,  you  were  in  a 
position  to  conclude  that  the  insoluble  portion  was  probably 
either  a  ferrocyanide  or  an  oxalate.  Its  appearances  pointed  to 
the  latter,  and  this  surmise  was  verified  on  finding  that  it  was  not 
soluble  in  acetic  acid,  dissolved  in  hydrochloric  acid,  coloured  the 
B  msen  flame  brick-red,  and  was  converted  into  a  carbonate  on 
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ignition.  These  properties  pointed  unmistakably  to  calcium 
oxalate. 

Interested.— The  question  you  ask  is  answered  by  the  high 
number  of  marks  you  have  been  awarded.  You  should  have 
stated  in  each  case  the  inference  drawn  from  the  various  observa- 
tions recorded. 

H.  M. — Your  method  of  reporting  your  work  answers  the 
purpose  very  well.  Paper  larger  than  foolscap  size  is  rather  in- 
convenient to  handle. 

Expert. — You  apologise  for  the  length  of  your  report.  Many 
of  the  reports  received,  though  not  necessarily  the  best,  are  much 
longer  than  yours.  A  report  in  tabular  form  under  the  heads 
"Experiment,"  "Observation,"  "Inference,"  is  convenient  ,for 
our  purposes,  but  we  prefer  leaving  it  to  students  to  adopt  any 
form  which  will  give  a  clear  and  concise  account  of  the  work 
done. 

Aberthaw. — You  do  not  record  any  observation  in  support 
of  the  view  that  sodium  was  present  merely  as  a  "  large  trace." 

Algol. — The  presence  of  a  chloride  interfered  with  the  test 
upon  which  you  relied  for  the  detection  of  an  oxalate.  You 
should  have  tried  the  effect  of  calcium  chloride  on  the  aqueous 
solution. 

J.  R.  Stott. — Iron  was  not  present  except  as  a  constituent  of 
ferrocyanic  acid :  this  was  an  important  point,  because  iron  in 
that  form  possesses  properties  wholly  unlike  iron  as  a  basylous 
radicle. 

C.  C.  D.  D. — The  solution  which  failed  to  give  a  precipitate 
with  calcium  chloride  must  have  contained  a  free  mineral  acid. 

Uranus. — You  say  that  calcium  chloride  added  to  the  "  original 
solution "  did  not  give  a  precipitate.  It  is  not  clear  what  you 
mean  by  "  original  solution,"  but  it  must  have  contained  a  free 
mineral  acid. 

Oleum. — You  assumed  the  absence  of  organic  salts. 

Phlogiston. — Boiling  with  sodium  carbonate  preparatory  to 
testing  for  acids  was  a  useless  operation  in  this  case.  It  is 
resorted  to  for  the  purpose  of  removing  metals  which  may  inter- 
fere with  the  tests  for  the  acids,  but  there  were  no  such  metals  to 
remove.    See  remarks  to  "  C.  C.  D.  D." 

J.  W.  Patterson. — The  effect  of  heat  upon  the  powder  sug- 
gested the  presence  of  an  organic  salt,  and  as  calcium  chloride  is 
a  convenient  precipitant  for  several  organic  salts  of  common 
occurrence  you  should  not  have  omitted  to  use  it. 

G.  F.  Godson. — The  slight  precipitate  that  you  could  not 
account  for  when  ammonia  was  added  to  the  acid  solution  of  the 
powder  was  calcium  oxalate. 

Gneiss. — The  solution  of  the  powder  did  not  give  a  blue  pre- 
cipitate with  potassium  ferricyanide,  so  that  it  could  not  have 
contained  a  ferrous  salt. 

Hydrargyrum. — Heavy  metals  being  absent  there  was  no 
necessity  for  such  a  roundabout  method  in  examining  for  the 
acids.  Ferrocyanic  acid  could  be  uitcud  ombination  with 
copper  or  zinc. 

VV.  Maxwell.— See  remarks  to     R.  Stott. 

Hawthorn. — -Your  examination  for  acids  was  far  too  super- 
ficial. 

Ipecac. — You  describe  the  result  of  adding  barium  chloride  to 
the  aqueous  solution  of  the  powder  as  "  nil."  "We  obtained  a 
white,  rapidly-subsiding  crystalline  precipitate.  On  adding  dilute 
hydrochloric  acid  most  of  the  precipitate  dissolved,  leaving  a 
turbid  liquid.  The  crystalline  precipitate  was  barium  oxalate ; 
the  turbidity  was  due  to  barium  sulphate. 

St.  Elmo. — You  omitted  a  summary  of  your  results.  The 
second  letter  in  the  symbol  for  chlorine  is  a  small  "  1 " — you  invari- 
ably use  a  capital  letter. 

E.  M.  Leese. — -The  precipitate  you  obtained  with  calcium 
chloride  showed  very  little  carbonisation  when  heated,  and  the 
original  powder  when  heated  gave  no  burnt-sugar  odour.  These 
results  were  inconsistent  with  the  presence  of  a  tartrate. 

J.  W.  T. — You  fell  into  the  very  common  error  mistaking 
the  odour  of  a  mineral  acid  for  that  of  acetic  acid. 

A  C.  P. — You  say  that  an  aqueous  solution  of  the  powder 
acidulated  with  acetic  acid  gave  a  white  precipitate  with  ferric 
chloride,  indicating  a  phosphate.  We  are  at  a  loss  to  know  how 
you  could  have  observed  such  a  reaction,  considering  that  a  ferro- 
cyanide  was  present. 

S.  V.  R. — Boiling  with  an  alkaline  hydroxide  is  too  rough  a 
test  for  the  detection  of  small  quantities  of  ammonium  salts. 
You  should  employ  a  test  that  does  not1  necessitate  boiling 
or  involve  the  presence  of  much  water,  in  which  ammonia  is  highly 
soluble. 


St.  Nicholas. — Because  the  powder  did  not  evolve  chlorine  on 
treatment  with  sulphuric  acid  you  concluded  that  no  chloride  was 
present.  It  was  hydrochloric  acid  that  was  evolved,  and  if  you 
had  added  manganese  dioxide  you  would  have  obtained  chlorine 
in  abundance. 

Rosa. — The  aqueous  solution  of  the  powder  gave  a  copious 
precipitate  with  calcium  chloride  before  boiling,  contrary  to  your 
observation. 

Salebia. — You  say,  "  Heated  salt  with  potassium  bichromate 
and  sulphuric  acid  :  no  red  fumes,  chloride  absent."  Even  so  small 
a  quantity  as  1  milligramme  of  the  powder,  mixed  with  about  an 
equal  quantity  of  dry  potassium  bichromate,  treated  with  one  drop 
of  concentrated  sulphuric  acid  and  warmed,  filled  a  test-tube  of 
about  10  c.c.  capacity  with  red  fumes. 

Lambda. — You  made  no  attempt  to  detect  potassium.  The 
reactions  you  attributed  to  nickel  were  due  to  iron. 

Glycol,  —  Concentrated  sulphuric  acid  decomposes  many  salts 
with  the  evolution  of  gaseous  products ;  oxalates,  for  example, 
are  thus  decomposed,  yielding  carbon  monoxide  and  dioxide. 
This  effect  arises  from  the  strong  affinity  of  the  concentrated  acid 
for  water ;  the  dilute  acid  produces  no  such  effect,  while  it  does 
decompose  carbonates. 

A.  E.  B. — The  small  quantity  of  the  mixture  of  salts  sent  to  you 
was  amply  sufficient  for  the  analysis.  After  the  addition  of 
ammonium  carbonate  as  a  group-reagent,  you  should  have  eva- 
porated the  solution,  and  ignited  to  expel  ammonium  salts.  A 
large  fixed  residue  remained,  equal  to  about  two-thirds  by  weight 
of  the  original  powder.  The  greater  part  of  this  residue  should 
have  been  used  for  the  detection  of  potassium  and  sodium. 

Embryo  See  remarks  to  "Aberthaw." 

Longholme. — The  gas  evolved  when  the  powder  was  heated 
with  sulphuric  acid  and  manganese  dioxide  did  not  impart  a 
yellow  colour  to  moistened  starch,  a  more  sensitive  reagent  than 
starch-paste.  The  red  fumes  evolved  on  heating  the  powder  with 
potassium  bichromate  and  sulphuric  acid  consisted  of  chloro- 
chromic  anhydride. 

Thomas  W.  Hazelby. — You  should  have  tried  to  precipitate 
the  potassium  either  with  tartaric  acid  or  platinic  chloride. 

Kruger. — The  yellow  colour  of  the  borax  bead  was  due  to  the 
iron  of  the  ferrocyanide,  not  to  nickel ;  compare  the  colour  pro- 
duced in  borax  beads  by  iron  oxide  with  that  produced  by  nickel 
oxide,  using  about  equal  quantities  of  each. 

Turps. — You  concluded  that  ferrous  phosphate  was  one  of  the 
constituents  of  the  powder,  and  constituted  the  part  insoluble  in 
water.  This  theory  would  be  plausible  if  you  had  detected  iron 
and  phosphoric  acid  in  the  insoluble  part,  but  you  do  not  report 
any  attempt  to  detect  either. 

Jerry. — A  ferrous  salt  and  a  cyanide  could  not  be  present  in  a 
mixture  of  salts  soluble  in  water. 

T.  French. — None  of  the  four  reactions  you  regarded  as 
evidence  of  the  presence  of  bromine  was  conclusive  ;  one  pointed 
to  its  absence — the  action  of  sulphuric  acid  and  manganese  dioxide 
failed  to  yield  reddish-brown  vapour  of  bromine. 

C^sar. — About  half  the  experiments  you  describe  are  recorded 
as  giving  "  no  result."  You  should  note  exactly  what  you  ob- 
serve, and  surely  you  must  have  observed  something  when  you 
heated  the  powder  in  a  bulb-tube.  Some  of  our  correspondents 
give  notes  on  this  one  experiment  almost  as  long  as  the  whole  of 
your  report. 

E.  K.  Monks. — See  remarks  to  J.  R.  Stott.  You  dismissed 
the  acids  very  summarily  ;  all  those  of  common  occurrence  should 
have  been  proved  either  present  or  absent. 

Terpene. — According  to  your  report  the  powder  which  you 
found  to  be  soluble  in  water  contained  a  ferrous  salt  and  a 
carbonate  :  this  was  impossible. 

Shandon. — You  omitted  the  examination  of  the  powder  in  the 
dry  way — a  most  important  part  of  a  qualitative  analysis.  By 
carefully  observing  the  effects  of  heat  upon  the  powder,  several  of 
our  correspondents  arrived  at  a  more  correct  notion  of  the  compo- 
sition of  the  powder  than  you  did  with  your  long  series  of  tests. 


Special  Note. 

This  is  the  first  of  the  series  of  |six  competitions  for  three 
additional  prizes  which  will  be  awarded  to  those  who  mak  e 
the  highest  aggregates  of  marks  in  the  tournament.  Com- 
petitors must  use  the  same  noms  de  plume  throughout.  Ttie 
usual  monthly  prizes  will  be  awarded,  so  that  everyone  who 
competes  has  at  least  the  chance  of  getting  these  prires 
bssides  the  valuable  instruction  afforded  by  the  anulyso 
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Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  neivs  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


British  Pharmaceutical  Conference. 

The  Executive  Committee  met  at  16  Bloomsbury  Square, 
W.C.,  on  November  8.  Present:  Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes  (President), 
Messrs.  Atkins,  Hills,  arid  Martindale  (Vice-Presidents), 
Mr.  J.  C.  Umney  (Hon.  Treasurer),  Messrs.  Bird,  Peck, 
and  White,  Messrs.  Warren  and  Cracknell  (Hon.  Local 
Secretaries),  Messrs.  Naylor  and  Ransom  (Hon.  General 
Secretaries),  and  Mr.  Nightingale  (Assistant  Secretary). 
Eesolutions  of  regret  respecting  the  deaths  of  Mr.  T. 
Greenish  and  of  Dr.  Anton  von  Waldheim  were  passed. 

The  following  members  were  appointed  as  a  sub-com- 
mittee to  revise  the  Blue  List : — The  President,  the  Treasurer, 
Professor  Greenish,  and  Messrs.  Bird,  White,  and  Ransom. 
When  revised  it  was  decided  that  the  list  should  be  offered 
to  the  journals  for  publication  instead  of  being  sent  by  post 
to  each  member  individually. 

Mr.  Louis  Siebold,  F.I  C,  F.C.S.,  was  re-elected  Editor  of 
the  Year-book,    Eight  gentlemen  were  elected  members. 

Hoyal  Institution. 

The  annual  course  of  Christmas  lectures,  specially  adapted 
for  young  people,  at  the  Royal  Institution  will  this  year 
be  delivered  by  Mr.  Charles  Vernon  Boys,  F.RS.  The 
subject  will  be  "  Fluids  in  Motion  and  at  Rest."  The  lectures 
(which  will  be  six  in  number)  will  commence  on  Decem- 
ber 28,  at  3  o'clock.  The  remaining  lectures  will  be  de- 
livered on  December  30,  and  od  January  2,  4,  6  and  9,  1900. 

Satisfactory  Saffron. 

Birmingham  chemists  have  not  been  troubled  much  with 
visits  from  the  health-inspectors  duriDg  the  past  quarter. 
Dr.  Alfred  Hill,  the  medical  officer  of  health  and  city 
analyst,  had  only  twelve  samples  of  saffron  submitted  to 
him,  and  the  whole  of  these  he  reports  were  of  satisfactory 
quality.  They  contained  from  69  to  77  per  cent,  of 
moisture  and  from  4  6  to  6  6  per  cent,  of  mineral-ash.  Of 
54  samples  of  butter  received  16  were  adulterated  with 
boric  acid. 

Staffordshire  Drugs. 
In  his  quarterly  report  to  the  Staffordshire  County  Council, 
Mr.  E.  W.  T.  Jones,  F.I.C.,  public  analyst,  states  that  in- 
cluded in  the  317  samples  examined  were  two  of  cam- 
phorated oil  not  made  in  accordance  with  the  B.P.  formula. 
One  was  made  with  a  common  lubricating-oil  consisting 
of  a  mixture  of  mineral  and  arachis  oil.  Tae  other  sample 
was  33  per  cent,  deficient  in  camphor,  and  was  made  with  a 
mixture  39  per  cent,  mineral  and  47-7  per  cent,  cotton-seed 
oils.  No  case  of  actual  adulteration  occurred  in  prescrip- 
tions, but  one  contained  nearly  30  per  cent,  more  of  the 
active  ingredient  than  prescribed.  In  this  instance  no  actual 
harm  could  have  resulted  from  the  excess,  but  strict  accuracy 
in  making  up  prescriptions  was  of  the  highest  importance. 

Diphtheria-antitoxin. 

The  Committee  of  the  Research-laboratories  of  the  Royal 
Colleges  of  Physicians  and  SurgeoDS,  reporting  on  the  work 
of  the  last  quarter,  state  that  during  the  quarter  they  have 
made  and  issued  diphtheria-antitoxin  equal  to  41,000,000 
units,  and  during  the  quarter  Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co. 
have  had  500  c.c.  of  diphtheria-antitoxin  tested  in  the 
laboratories.  This  was  certified  as  containing  450  units  per 
c.c,  as  sterile,  and  as  being  free  from  excess  of  antiseptic. 

Prussic-acid  Poisoning. 
At  an  adjourned  inquest  held  at  Carshalton  on  Novem- 
ber 6,  on  the  body  of  Charles  Hans  Menia  Wehner,  a 
student,  Dr.  Stevenson,  the  public  analyst,  deposed  that  be 
had  made  an  analytical  examination  of  the  deceased's 
stomach,  some  blood  on  the  brain,  and  a  portion  of  the 
liver.  Though  he  did  not  detect  any  prussic  acid  in  the 
stomach,  he  found  a  cyanide  formed  by  prussic  acid.  He 
had  seen  some  crystals,  obtained  by  Dr.   Macdoagal,  of 


cyanide  of  silver,  and  the  doctor's  test  and  his  own  enabled 
him  to  certify  that  death  was  due  to  prussic-acid  poisoning. 
One  of  deceased's  companions  stated  that  he  carried  a  bottle 
containing  oil  of  bitter  almonds  about  with  him  which  he 
was  constantly  tasting. 

Students'  Visits 

On  November  8  the  students  of  the  Imperial  College  of 
Chemistry  visited  the  London  Docks,  under  the  direction  of 
their  principal,  Mr.  Frederick  Davis.  The  ivory -floor  was 
first  inspected,  and  was  found  to  be  very  full  of  tusks 
preparatory  to  the  sales.  Many  of  these  tusks  are  valued 
individually  at  90Z.  sterling  The  spice-floors  contained 
every  variety  of  cinnamon,  cassia,  cloves,  mace,  nutmegs, 
ginger,  &c. ;  whilst  the  "  bark-floor  "  yielded  good  examples 
of  every  variety  of  cinchona,  including  the  hybrid  South 
American  and  Indian  barks.  In  the  essential-oil  department 
the  officer  in  charge  showed  some  fine  samples  of  rose, 
cinnamon,  cassia,  pimento,  santal,  wintergreen,  and  other 
oils.  The  iodine- floors  and  the  mercury- vaults  next  claimed 
attention.  The  quicksilver  seen  was  all  the  property  of  the 
Rothschilds.  Each  bottle  was  valued  at  about  12Z.  sterling, 
the  number  of  bottles  varying  between  20,000  and  20  000. 

On  November  14  the  students  of  the  Sheffield  College  of 
Pharmacy,  accompanied  by  the  Principal,  visited  the 
Botanical  Gardens — now  under  the  control  of  the  Town 
Trustees — the  hothouses  of  Mr.  Keeling,  of  Broomhill,  and 
the  conservatories  at  Encliffe  Hall.  At  the  latter  place  a 
specimen  of  Vallisneria  spiralis  was  seen,  the  coiling-up  of 
the  female  flower-stalk  after  pollination  being  clearly 
shown.  A  specimen  of  Killarney  fern  (Trichomanes 
radicans)  and  a  number  of  insectivorous  side-saddle  plants 
were  also  examined.  A  tall  geranium,  20  feet  high,  was 
seen  full  of  flowers.  Afterwards  a  botanical  ramble  was 
made  through  Fulwood,  Ringinglowe,  and  Ecclesall. 

Veterinary  Charges. 

During  the  hearing  of  an  action  for  damages  to  a  horse  at 
Bow  County  Court  last  week  considerable  amusement  was 
caused  by  a  veterinary  surgeon's  bill. 

Mr.  Wynn  James  (for  defendant) :  I  see  on  the  first  day  the 
horse  had  a  dozen  fever-powders  at  a  guinea. 

The  Veterinary  Surgeon  :  Quite  right. 

Mr.  James  :  Got  an  abnormal  thirst,  hadn't  it  1  (Laughter.) 

Witness:  I  don't  think  so  ;  horses  are  like  human  beings, 
very  thirsty  sometimes.  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  James :  But  you  don't  suggest  the  horse  had  a  bad 
night,  do  you  1    (Renewed  laughter.) 

Witness :  Well,  he  pitched  on  his  head,  so  I  am  told. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr.  James :  And  then  11  9s.  on  the  same  day  for  ointment 
and  lotion.    Did  he  have  all  of  it  1 
Witness  :  Yes. 

Mr.  James :  Well,  this  is  the  most  marvellous  horse  on 
record.    No  wonder  he  wanted  a  rest.    (Laughter  ) 

His  Honour:  We  all  want  a  rest  sometimes.  (Laughter.) 

Guernsey  Gleanings. 

Mr.  Maxwell  Glasse  has  been  granted  due  authorisation 
to  practise  as  veterinary  surgeon  in  Guernsey,  and  was 
appointed  to  act  as  substitute  to  Colonel  G.  D.  Whitfield 
(States  Veterinary  Surgeon)  during  the  latter's  absence  in 
England. 

In  the  Guernsey  Police  Court  last  week,  six  youths,  with 
ages  ranging  from  19  to  13£,  were  charged  with  breaking 
into  the  premises  of  Mr.  F.  H.  de  la  Rue,  chemist,  of  the 
States  Arcade,  and  stealing  several  bottles  of  lemon- squash. 
The  Court  ordered  them  each  to  receive  twelve  strokes 
with  the  birch  rod  and  to  be  sent  to  prison  until  the  evening. 

Superseded  by  Honuk. 

At  a  meeting  of  Wakefield  Board  of  Guardians  on 
November  8  it  was  stated  that  a  contract  to  supply  the 
Board  with  80  gals,  of  turpentine  and  60  lbs.  of  beeswax  had 
been  entered  into  during  the  last  six  months,  but  only 
40  gals,  of  turpentine  had  been  asked  for,  and  no  beeswax. 
A  member  desired  to  know  why  the  full  quantities  of  materials 
had  not  been  obtained,  and  it  was  explained  to  him  that 
Ronuk  was  now  being  used  for  polishing- purposes  instead  of 
turpentine  and  beeswax. 
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Sympathetic  Brother-tradesmen. 

The  heavy  penalty  (40Z  and  costs)  inflicted  on  Mr. 
Thomas  Pilbrow,  of  Wolverhampton,  for  selling  deficient  sweet 
nitre  and  paregoric  (see  C.  $  D.,  November  11,  page  799),  has 
aroused  the  sympathy  of  tradesmen  generally  in  the  town. 
A  number  of  them  met  together  on  November  9  and  decided 
to  petition  the  Home  Secretary  to  mitigate  the  fine.  It  was 
thought  that  the  penalty  was  far  too  severe  and  quite  oat  of 
all  proportion  to  the  offence,  and  a  committee  was  formed  to 
prepare  a  petition  to  the  Home  Secretary  for  signature. 

The  petition  has  been  signed  by  500  people,  including  Sir 
Alfred  Eickman,  M.P ,  Mr.  K.  0.  Plumptre  (Recorder  of  West 
Bromwich),  and  about  a  dozen  members  of  the  Town  Council. 
Sir  A.  Rickman  will  present  the  petition  to  the  Home 
Secretary. 

High-priced  Salts. 

A  record  price  for  salts  was  made  at  a  fancy  bazaar  held  at 
Murston,  near  Sittingbourne,  on  November  11,  in  aid  of  the 
local  nursing  institution.  Ifour  Dackets  of  salts,  as  sold  by 
local  c demists  for  3d.,  realised  4s  when  put  up  by  Dutch 
auction. 

Football. 

The  first  fixture  of  the  Metropolitan  College  of  Pharmacy 
F.C.  in  connection  with  the  Inter-pharmacy  League  was 
played  on  November  11  last,  against  the  "  Pharmaceuticals," 
at  Wormholt  Farm,  Shepherd's  Bush.  The  game  resulted  in 
a  win  for  the  "  Metros  "  by  three  goals  to  one. 

'Ware  Cats! 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Beckenham  School  Board  on 
November  10,  the  Clerk  congratulated  the  district  on  its 
immunity  from  diphtheria,  as  the  disease  was  quite  an 
epidemic  in  other  parts  of  Kent,  and  a  very  singular  case  had 
come  under  his  notice  from  a  neighbouring  parish.  In  one 
house  four  children  contracted  the  disease  one  after  another, 
and  all  efforts  to  trace  the  origin  failed  until  the  medical 
officer  noticed  that  the  family  cat  looked  sick.  The  doctor 
made  an  examination  of  the  animal,  which  resulted  in  the 
discovery  that  the  cat  had  diphtheria  in  a  very  bad  form. 
The  affected  children  had  been  in  the  habit  of  playing  with 
the  cat,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  they  caught  the  dise  ase 
from  it. 

A  Window  smash. 

On  November  7  a  horse  attached  to  a  builder's  cart  bolted, 
in  Eton  Avenue.  Hampstead,  and  dathed  into  the  shop- 
window  of  Mr.  Alfred  Allcbin,  chemist,  completely  smashing  a 
large  plate-glass  window.  The  contents  of  the  shop-window 
were  damaged,  but  there  was  no  personal  injury. 

Found  Dead 

At  Leicester,  on  November  14,  Walter  Stephens,  aged  44 
chemist's  assistant,  was  found  dead  in  bed  by  his  son.  The 
deceased  had  been  out  of  work  and  drinking  heavily. 

The  Carbolic-acid  List. 

Alice  Ann  Schofield,  the  wife  of  J  a  foundry  operative  at 
West  GortoD,  Manchester,  poisoned  herself  with  carbolic 
acid  on  November  11. 

Mrs.  Bodger,  wife  of  a  police-constable  at  Hopkinstown, 
Pontypridd,  committed  suicide  on  November  11  by  taking  a 
quantity  of  carbolic  acid. 

For  some  reason  ur  known,  Harriet  Stilliard  (38),  of 
Ellen  S  reet,  Birmingham,  swallowed  a  quantity  of  carbolic 
acid,  and  died.  At  the  inquest  on  November  10  the  jury 
brought  in  the  customary  verdict. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Barker,  wife  of  the  master  of  Caerphilly 
National  Bchool,  died  on  November  12  from  taking  carbolic 
acid.  On  a  table  beside  the  bed  on  which  she  was  found 
were  two  bottles,  both  alike,  one  containing  whisky  and  the 
other  carbolic  acid,  and  it  is  supposed  that  deceased  drank 
the  carbolic  acid  in  mistake  for  whisky. 

Spirit  of  Belt  and  Juniper. 

Mary  Cart^right,  28  years  of  age,  a  married  woman, 
esiding  at  Glossop,  who  had  been  suffering  from  depression 
or  some  time  past,  went  home  on  November  11  and  told  her 
husband  she  had  been  taking  oil  of  almonds  and  syrup  of 


violets.  What  she  had  really  swallowed  was  oil  of  juniper 
and  spirit  of  salts.    She  died  shortly  afterwards. 

Charges  of  Theft. 

At  the  Hull  City  Police  Court  on  November  11,  Elizabeth 
Redhead  was  charged  with  stealing  a  bottle  of  furniture-cream, 
a  shaving-stick,  toilet  soap,  and  other  articles  from  the 
Prospect  Street  shop  of  the  Hull  Drug  Company  (Limited). 
A  sale  had  been  in  progress  in  consequence  of  a  recent  fire, 
and  the  shop  was  crowded.  Prisoner  was  observed  by  the 
manager  to  take  the  articles,  and  he  immediately  gave  her 
into  custody.    The  case  was  remanded. 

At  South- West  London  Police  Court  on  November  15, 
Fred  Cox  (19)  was  charged  with  stealing  two  postal  orders 
belonging  to  Robert  Taylor  Garton,  chemist  and  postmaster, 
78  Plough  Road,  Battersea.  Prisoner  went  to  prosecutor's 
shop  and  asked  for  two  postal  orders  for  11.  each.  Mr. 
Garton  proceeded  to  issue  them,  when  the  prisoner  inquired 
if  he  prepared  a  tonic  for  indigestion,  and,  while  the  chemist 
was  getting  the  tonic-bottle  out  of  the  shop-case,  prisoner 
snatched  the  orders  from  the  counter  and  ran  out  of  the 
shop  without  paying  for  them.  Prisoner  cashed  the  orders 
at  another  post  office  in  the  neighbourhood,  and,  on  being 
arrested,  admitted  that  he  had  taken  them.  A  remand  was 
ordered. 

No  "  Poison  "  Label. 

The  Westminster  Coroner  (Mr.  Troutbeck)  held  an  inquest 
on  November  10,  at  the  Charing  Cross  Hospital,  on  the  body 
of  Martha  Morris,  aged  35,  who  committed  suicide  by  taking 
nitric  acid.  The  deceared  drank  the  acid  from  a  bottle 
placed  on  a  shelf  with  other  photographic  materials  De- 
ceased's husband,  in  giving  evidence,  said  he  purchased  the 
acid  at  the  Civil  Service  Stores,  and  the  bottle  was  merely 
labelled  "Nitric  Acid."  The  Coroner  said  it  was  a  great 
pity  it  was  not  labelled  "  Poison  "  as  well.  It  was  difficult 
to  imagine  anyone  drinking  nitric  acid  in  any  quantity  by 
mistake,  so  quick  and  terrible  was  its  action.  He  believed 
suicides  with  nitric  acid  were  very  rare. 

Spirit  of  Salt  in  a  Ginger-beer  Bottle. 

At  an  inquiry  held  at  Lambeth  on  November  14  concern- 
ing the  death  of  Charles  Long,  aged  4§  years,  who  drank 
some  spirit  of  salt  from  a  ginger-beer  bottle,  the  Coroner 
(Mr.  Braxton  Hicks)  strongly  animadverted  on  the  foolish 
practice  of  putting  corrosive  fluids  and  other  poisons  in 
ginger-beer  bottles.  It  was,  he  said,  a  common  practice  to 
keep  carbolic  acid  in  this  way,  and  people  often  drank  the 
liquid  in  mistake  The  jury  concurred  in  the  Coroner's 
remarks,  and  returned  a  verdict  ot  accidental  death. 

Supply  of  Abortefaoients. 

An  inquest  was  held  at  Birmingham  on  November  9  as  to 
the  death  of  a  nurse  named  Crane.  The  woman  was  living' 
apart  from  her  husband  and  was  enceinte.  A  question  arose 
as  to  whether  deceased  had  taken  dings  for  the  purpose  of 
procuring  abortion,  as  a  prescription  was  found  in  the  room 
for  medicines  which  have  a  reputation  as  abortives.  The 
Coroner  deprecated  the  questionable  advertisements  appear- 
ing in  newspapers,  and  said  people  who  sent  money  for  the 
pills  and  potions  offered  were  simply  humbugged.  The  jury 
found,  however,  that  deaih  was  caused  by  unlawful  acts 
committed  by  the  deceased. 


3rieb  1Rew0. 

Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 

Analyst  Appointment. 
Mr.  Robert  Barklie  Belfast,  has  been  appointed  analyst 
for  Newtownards  Union  at  a  salary  of  101.  per  annum. 

Belfast's  Imports  of  Drugs  and  Chemicals. 
For  the  three  months  ended  September  30,  Belfast, 
imported  355  tons  of  drugs  and  chemicals,  as  compared  with 
270  tons  for  the  corresponding  period  of  1898.    The  exports 
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of  the  same  were  only  8  tons.  Daring  the  year  34  tons  of 
ammonia  were  imported,  as  against  17  in  1898;  acids, 
286  tons,  as  against  265;  bleaching  powder,  837  tons,  as 
against  1,069 ;  pot  and  pearl  ashes,  24  tons  in  each 
period;  charcoal,  198  tons,  as  against  76;  copperas,  13 
tons,  as  against  1  ton ;  cream  of  tartar,  26  tons,  as 
against  22;  creosote,  497  tons,  as  against  169;  dyestuffs  and 
dyewood,  474  tons,  as  against  377  ;  fullers'  earth,  6  tons  in 
each  period  ;  glucose,  234  tons,  as  against  297  ;  glycerin,  108 
tons,  as  against  28  ;  lampblack,  14  tons,  as  against  9  ;  linseed 
cake,  2,850  tons,  as  against  1,919;  linseed  meal.  15  tons,  as 
against  103  ;  ground  logwood  21  tons,  as  against  26  ;  naphtha, 
4  tons,  as  against  2 ;  sulphur,  27  tons,  as  against  51;  perfumery, 
1  ton,  as  against  12  cwt.  ;  pumice-stone,  2  tons,  as  against  1 ; 
rosin,  1,444  tons,  as  against  2  621 ;  saltpetre,  21  tons,  as 
against  15  ;  salts,  42  tone,  as  against  38 ;  shellac,  2  tons,  as 
against  1 ;  vitriol,  319  tons,  as  against  177 ;  wax  (paraffin),  275 
tons,  as  against  363 ;  spirit  of  turpentine,  135  tons,  as  against 
164, 

Analytical  Eloquence  Wasted. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Monaghan  Board  of  Guardians 
Professor  Tichborne,  Dublin,  submitted  analyses  of  four 
samples  of  drugs — boracic  acid,  magnesia  carb.,  quinine 
sulph,,  and  bismuth  subnitrate — which  he  had  received 
from  the  Scotstown  Dispensary.  The  details  of  the  analyses, 
the  reading  of  which  caused  considerable  merriment,  were 
followed  by  the  statement  that  all  the  samples  were  found  to 
be  up  to  the  standard  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia.  Mr. 
Davidson  :  Only  for  the  latter  statement  we  would  require  an 
interpreter.  (Laughter.)  The  Chairman  :  He  might  as  well 
be  talking  Greek  to  us.  (Laughter.) 


No  Complaints. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Belfast  Board  of  Guardians  Mr. 


R. 


Barklie,  analyst,  who  was  in  attendance,  reported  that  after 
an  examination  of  the  samples  of  medicine  sent  to  him  he 
was  bound  to  say  that  the  Guardians  had  reason  to  congra- 
tulate themselves  on  their  contractor  and  on  the  character 
of  the  medicines  supplied  to  the  Union. 

Beducing  Capital. 

In  the  Chancery  Division  of  the  High  Court  of  Justice, 
Dublin,  last  week,  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  granted  an 
application  for  the  reduction  of  the  capital  of  Messrs.  John 
Daly  &  Co.  (Limited),  mineral- water  manufacturers,  Coik, 
from  95.000Z.  to  77,000/.  The  capital,  it  was  stited,  had  been 
lost  on  unsuccessful  ventuies. 

Fire. 

At  Nenagh,  on  November  9,  the  premises  of  Messrs. 
Hodgins  &  Co.,  drug-merchants,  Castle  Street,  Dublin,  were 
totally  destroyed  by  fire.  The  damage  is  estimated  at 
15.000Z.  The  fire  was  not  got  under  for  twenty-four  hours 
after  it  broke  out,  and  an  entire  block  of  buildings  was 
gutted. 

Contracts. 

Messrs.  J.  Clarke  &  Co.  (Limited),  chemists  and  druggists, 
Belfast,  have  been  appointed  contractors  for  the  supply  of 
medicines  to  the  Abbeyleix  Union  at  50  per  cent,  off  the 
list-prices.  The  contract  for  medical  and  surgical  appliances 
to  the  same  Union  has  been  given  to  Messrs.  Smith  & 
Sheppard,  Dublin,  at  a  reduction  of  35  per  cent,  off  the  Local 
Government  list. 

Bottlers  Fined. 

BS  In  the  Southern  Police  Court,  Dublin,  on  November  14,  T. 
Cassels,  employed  as  a  bottler  in  the  mineral-water  factory 
of  Messrs.  O'Brien  &  Co.,  was  fined  5s.,  and  ordered  to  pay  3s. 
costs,  for  pursuing  his  occupation  without  wearing  the  face 
protection  required  by  the  Factory  Act.  A  similar  fine  was 
imposed  in  the  case  of  Andrew  Byrne,  who  is  employed  at 
the  same  kind  of  work. 

Christmas-boxes. 

The  Belfast  and  North  of  Ireland  grocers  have  resolved  to 
give  no  Christmas  presents  to  their  customers  this  year. 
Among  their  number  are  many  druggists  who  sell  groceries. 
The  complaint  of  traders  is  that  profits  are  so  low  they 
cannot  afford  it.  Some  firms  have  not  fallen  in  with  the 
resolution. 


Personal. 

Mr.  Samuel  Martin,  L.P.S.I.,  has  been  appointed  by  Messrs 
John  Clarke  &  Co.  (Limited),  Belfast,  manager  of  the 
"  Branch,"  Glover's  Alley,  Stephen's  Green,  Dublin.  Mr. 
Warren,  late  of  the  Apothecaries'  Hall,  Dublin,  acts  as  town 
representative. 

Presentation. 

Mr.  Joseph  Douglass,  of  Messrs  John  Watson  &  Co.,  whole- 
sale druggists,  Belfast,  was  entertained  by  the  staff  at  a 
dinner  in  St.  George's  Cafe,  and  presented  with  an  address 
which  spoke  of  the  high  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by 
the  rest  of  his  fellow-workers.  Mr.  John  Watson,  principal 
of  the  firm,  occupied  the  chair  on  the  occasion,  and  added 
his  testimony  and  paid  a  high  tribute  to  the  ability  and 
close  attention  displayed  by  Mr.  Douglass  from  the  time  he 
had  entered  the  warehouse  as  an  apprentice.  A  varied 
programme  was  afterwards  gone  through. 

Business  Changes. 
Mr.  Stewart,  L.P.S.I.,  Ormeau  Road,  Belfast,  has  opened 
a  medical  hall  at  4  Dublin  Road,  near  to  Shaftesbury  Squire, 
Belfast. 

The  stock,  fixtures,  &c,  of  the  estate  of  Mr.  J.  Edgar, 
chemist,  Dromore,  co.  Down,  has  been  bought  by  Mr. 
Joseph  Douglass,  Eden,  Carrickfergus,  late  with  Messrs. 
J.  Watson  &  Co.,  wholesale  druggists,  Belfast.  Mr.  Douglass 
has  transferred  them  to  Carrickfergus. 


Scotch  mews. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Municipal  Honours. 

At  he  municipal  election  on  November  7,  Mr.  A.  G. 
Keith,  chemist,  Kintore,  was  returned  at  the  top  of  the  poll. 

Mr.  John  Crail,  chemist,  Annan,  who  secured  re-election 
to  the  Annan  Town  Council  last  week,  has  been  unanimously 
re-appointed  second  baillie. 

Business  Change. 

Mr.  David  Mason,  chemist,  Edinburgh,  is  removing  his 
branch  shop  in  Comely  Bank  Place,  Edinburgh,  from  No.  38 
to  more  commodious  premises  at  No.  8  in  the  same  street. 

Boyal  Medical  Society. 

This  Society,  which  has  its  headquarters  in  Edinburgh,  and 
is  composed  of  senior  medical  students  and  young  medical 
graduates,  has  had  many  leaders  of  medicine  as  presidents, 
but  it  is  not  generally  known  that  Dr.  John  Dalton  was  an 
honorary  member  of  the  Society.  His  diploma,  dated  1818, 
has  recently  been  presented  to  the  Manchester  Literary  and 
Philosophical  Society. 

Edinburgh  District  Chemists'  Golf  Club. 

The  return  match,  Glasgow  v.  Edinburgh,  was  played  at 
Edinburgh  on  November  3,  in  very  wet  and  boisterous 
weather.    It  resulted  in  a  win  for  Glasgow  by  five  holes  : — 

Glasgoiv.  Edinburgh 

A.  McAdam   0  H.  D.  Alexander 

W.  L.  Currie    5  D.  N.  Wylie  ... 

G.  Blacdonald         ...       ...  2  G.  Lunan 

G.  Robertson    6  C.  F.  Henry  ... 

J.  F.  Currie   0  W.  B.  Cowie... 


Interdict  but  not  Damage. 

Sheriff- Substitute  Moffat  issued  judgment  at  Linlithgow 
on  November  10  in  an  action  raised  by  Robert  Barr,  aerated- 
water  manufacturer,  Falkirk,  against  William  Sheal,  aerated- 
water  manufacturer,  Bo'ness.  Plaintiff  sought  to  have  the 
defendant  interdicted  from  filling  with  aerated  water  aDd 
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issuing  to  the  public  bottles  which  bore  the  name  and  trade- 
mark of  the  plaintiff,  and  he  also  asked  for  100Z.  damages  for 
loss  sustained  through  defendant  using  his  bottles.  The 
Sheriff  holds  that  the  plaintiff  has  not  sustained  damage 
through  the  actings  of  the  defendant,  bat  finds  that  the 
plaintiff  is  entitled  to  an  interdict  and  the  defendant  liable 
to  expenses. 

Belladonna  for  Treacle, 
A  peculiar  case  of  poisoning  took  place  in  the  village  of 
Kelty,  Fife,  on  November  4.  Two  children  named  Gilfillan, 
aged  9  and  5  years  respectively,  picked  up  a  bottle  contain 
ing  a  small  quantity  of  glycerin  and  belladonna,  and, 
thinking  it  was  treacle,  they  procured  apiece  of  bread,  spread 
it  with  the  belladonna,  and  ate  it.  A  short  time  after  they  were 
discovered  almost  unconscious,  and  Drs.  Garment  and  Brown, 
who  were  called  in,  treated  them  for  belladonna-poisoning, 
so  successfully  that  by  the  following  day  they  were  as  lively 
as  ever.  The  elder  child  then  explained  that  they  had  found 
the  bottle  on  a  piece  of  waste  ground,  and  that  after  pouring 
out  what  was  in  the  bottle  they  broke  it  and  threw  it  away. 
On  a  search  being  made  the  bottom  2  oz.  of  a  blue  poison 
sexagon  bottle  was  found  to  which  a  small  quantity  of 
glycerin  and  belladonna  adhered.  How  the  bottle  came 
there  or  how  long  it  had  remained  is  unknown. 


f tench  Iftewe. 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


The  "  Bulletin  des  Etudes  Phabmaceutiques  "  is  the 
name  chosen  for  a  new  pharmaceutical  journal,  the  first 
number  of  which  will  appear  about  the  end  of  this  month. 
It  is  edited  by  a  group  of  the  assistant  professors  at  the 
Paris  School  of  Pharmacy,  and  is  to  be  the  organ  of  the 
"  Jeune  Ecole,"  to  use  their  own  expression.  One  part  of  the 
journal  will  be  devoted  to  their  papers  on  pure  science,  the 
other  half  to  the  more  practical  side  of  pharmacy. 

The  Pbofessoeship  of  Inorganic  Chemistby  at  the 
Paris  School  of  Pharmacy,  vacant  by  the  retirement  of 
Professor  Riche,  has  been  given  to  M.  Henri  Moissan.  The 
latter's  appointment  as  Professor  of  Toxicology  at  the  School, 
which  he  already  held,  was  perhaps  due  more  to  a  very 
natural  desire  to  attach  the  brilliant  professor  to  the  teaching 
staff  than  to  poisons  being  his  forte.  He  will  now  lecture 
on  the  subject  that  has  practically  been  his  life  study.  His 
first  lesson  on  Thursday  afternoon  of  last  week  produced 
quite  a  little  ovation,  M.  Moissan  being  loudly  cheered  by  the 
large  number  of  students  present.  He  gave  a  short  address 
on  the  career  of  Professor  Riche,  and  touched  on  the  subject 
of  electro-chemistrv. 

A  New  Histoey  of  Feench  Phabmaoy. — M.  Andre 
Pontier's  history  of  French  pharmacy,  on  which  he  has  been 
at  work  for  so  many  years,  will,  be  tells  me,  be  ready  for 
publication  in  two  or  three  months.  A  compact  volume  of 
600  pages,  it  will  form  the  most  complete  modern  work  on 
this  subject ;  it  embraces  practically  every  point  of  pharmacy, 
from  the  laws  and  customs  of  the  middle  ages  to  the 
proceedings  of  tfae  General  Association  of  French  Pharmacists 
for  1899  The  history  is,  in  fact,  brought  up  to  May,  1899, 
and  should  form  interesting  reading  for  any  pharmacist  who 
desires  to  be  thoroughly  posted  on  the  subject.  The  text 
will  be  interspersed  with  chromolithographic  reproductions 
of  some  of  the  older  MSS. 

Nuteitive  Value  of  Feuit. — M.  Balland,  principal 
military  pharmacist  at  the  Invalides,  has  just  presented  a 
paper  to  the  Academy  of  Sciences  on  the  nutritive  value  of 
various  fruits.  He  says  that  all  ripe  fruit  contains  72  to 
92  per  cent,  of  water ;  in  raisins,  prunes,  and  figs  the 
proportion  is  rarely  over  33  per  cent. ;  in  nuts,  almonds, 
and  walnuts  often  less  than  10  per  cent.  In  pulpy  fruits, 
nitrogenous  matter  varies  from  0'25  per  cent,  in  pears,  to 
1/45  in  bananas  ;  in  nuts  it  is  often  15  to  20  per  cent.  The 
oil,  resinous  and  colouring  matters  are  even  less  important. 
The  exceptions  are  represented  by  nuts  and  olives,  where 
the  oil  represents  58  or  68  per  cent,  (in  their  dry  state). 
The  maximum  of  acid  (125  per  cent  )  is  found  in  rasp- 
berries and  currants.  Water,  with  sugar  and  extractive 
matters  (starch,  dextrines,  pectines,  gams,  sugary  cellulose, 
organic  acids),  forms  the  great  part  of  pulpy  fruits. 


Anothee  Congbess. — The  First  International  Congress 
of  Professional  Medicine  and  Medical  Dentology  is 
announced  to  be  held  at  Paris  in  1900  (July  23  to  28). 
M.  Lereboullet  is  Chairman,  and  M.  Jules  Glover  General 
Secretary.  M.  Mason,  the  publisher  of  medical  works,  is 
Treasurer.  National  committees  are  announced  as  having 
been  formed  in  the  U.S.A.,  Germany,  Austiia,  Belgium, 
Switzerland,  and  fourteen  other  countries.  One  of  the  most 
numerous  is  the  London  committee,  of  which  MM.  Thomas 
Wakely,  senior  and  junior,  are  the  Presidents,  and  "  M.  A. 
Smith,  London,"  the  Secretary.  The  Medical  Defence 
Union,  and  the  Lincoln,  Eastbourne,  Brighton,  Cardiff,  and 
Ilford  medical  societies  are  all  represented  on  the  list. 
"  Illegal  Practice  of  Medicine,"  "  Chambers  Medicates,"  and 
their  results  in  countries  where  they  exist,  &c,  aie  amongst 
the  subjects  announced  for  discussion. 

Pharmacy  and  the  Peess. — A  good  many  Paris  news- 
papers print  periodically  articles  on  medicine  and  pharmacy, 
which  are  frequently  interesting  reading,  and  are  doubtless 
a  substantial  source  of  revenue,  if  one  may  judge  from  the 
recommendations  of  various  remedies,  for  the  French  public 
always  prefer  a  half-concealed  advertisement  to  the  bold 
announcements  that  find  favour  in  the  Anglo-Saxon  press. 
One  of  the  minor  newspapers  here  has  just  adopted  such  a 
column,  and  announced  in  a  recent  number  that  M.  le 
Docteur  S.  has  offered  his  collaboration,  and  will  give 
interesting  medical  and  pharmaceutical  chronicles  for  which 
a  great  and  legitimate  success  is  without  doubt  already 
assured.  The  "  Doctor  "  follows  this  up  by  his  introductory 
article,  consisting  principally  of  impertinent  nonsense  penned 
in  patronising  phraseology,  though  intended  no  doubt  to 
prepare  the  way  in  a  future  issue  for  the  recommendation  of 
a  patent  medicine.  He  terminates  with  :  "  To  you,  Messieurs 
le  Membres  du  Corps  Pharmaceutique,  my  amiable  saluta- 
tion, and,  hand  in  hand,  please  follow  me ! "  This  is  a 
specimen  of  the  sort  of  thing  pharmacy  is  subjected  to  here, 
and  it  would  be  irritating  were  it  not  so  ridiculous. 


flew  Jj)ork  Botes. 

(By  the  Man  from  London.) 


Druggists'  League. — The  Druggists'  League  is  again 
showing  evidence  of  being  in  existence.  The  Secretary  of 
the  League  has  sent  an  open  letter  to  Governor  Roosevelt 
challenging  him  to  a  public  debate  on  the  question  of  the 
Shorter-hours  Bill  for  drug-clerks.  The  Governor  is  charged 
with  "  gross  unfairness  and  political  double-dealing  "  because 
he  refused  to  sign  the  Bill. 

Queee  Cures. — I  do  not  recommend  the  following  as 
whooping-cough  cures,  but  send  them  along  as  curiosities  of 
superstitions  which  obtain  even  now  amongst  the  negroes  in 
South  America:  "You  jest  catch  a  fat  frog  dat  you  sees 
hopping  aroun'  de  garden,  stew  dat  frog  wid  rice,  and  den 
get  some  mare's  milk.  Gib  dese  to  de  chile  for  t'ree  weeks, 
and  she  be  plum  well."  Another  remedy  for  whooping- 
cough  in  the  South  is  tea  made  of  hornet's  nest,  and  it  is 
stated  that  some  old  coloured  women  in  Washington  always 
have  hornets'  nests  for  sale.-j 

A  Druggists'  Paeadise. — Central  America  must  be  an 
ideal  place  for  druggists.  It  is  stated  that  the  people  there 
have  a  mania  for  experimenting  with  all  kinds  of  remedies. 
Five  or  six  years  ago  a  consignment  of  goods  got  mixed  up, 
and  a  druggist  in  one  of  the  five  republics  received  a  keg  of 
liver-regulator  and  a  crate  of  empty  bottles  for  hair-tonic — 
the  medicine  and  bottles  is  generally  shipped  separately  to 
dodge  a  clause  in  the  tariff-schedule — and  another  druggist 
miles  away  got  the  other  part  of  the  order.  Druggist  No.  1 
was  in  a  quandary  at  first,  but  the  labels  were  very  pretty, 
so  he  finally  filled  the  hair-tonic  bottles  with  the  liver- 
regulator,  which  soon  had  a  great  run ;  but  the  man  was 
haunted  with  the  idea  that  the  other  fellow  had  palmed  off 
hair-tonic  for  liver-regulator  and  poisoned  a  whole  district. 
The  other  man  turned  up  one  day  and  admitted  he  had  put 
the  hair-tonic  in  the  liver-medicine  bottles,  and  was  more 
than  satisfied  with  the  result,  as  he  had  received  a  lot  of 
testimonials  certifying  to  remarkable  cures.  [We  seem  to 
have  heard  this  ttory  before. — Ed.] 
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Colonial  ano  iforeion  mews. 


Only  One. — A  recently  published  list  of  tradesmen  in 
want  of  employment  in  Cape  Town  showed  that  out  of  314 
persons,  embracing  thirty-two  trades,  there  was  only  one 
chemist  in  want  of  work. 

New  Zealand  Teade  Eetubns. — The  value  of  the 
exports  from  New  Zealand  during  the  quarter  which  ended 
September  30  was  2  023.000Z.,  and  of  the  imports  2,491,0002., 
being  increases  respectively  of  380,0002.  and  of  178,0002.  as 
compared  with  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year. 

Canadian  Effoets  to  Develop  Teade — It  is  reported 
that  the  Canadian  Government  will  shortly  appoint  two 
special  Commissioners  of  Commerce  to  visit  the  leading 
countries  on  the  Continent  of  Europe,  and  to  take  what 
steps  may  be  necessary  for  the  development  of  trade  between 
those  countries  and  the  Dominion. 

Ylang-ylang  Oil — The  shrubs  from  which  this  oil  is 
obtained  grow  only  in  the  suburbs  of  Manila,  which  has  been 
the  principal  scene  of  operations  of  the  American  army  in 
the  Philippines.  The  soldiers  have  been  compelled  to  cut  the 
shrubs  away  to  facilitate  the  movements  of  troops.  It  will 
take  at  least  two  years  to  grow  new  plants  from  which  a 
crop  of  oil  can  be  extracted. 

The  Russian  Ministby  op  the  Intebior  has  published 
(October  3)  the  new  regulations  about  the  ^importation  of 
foreign  medicines  into  Russia.  The  consent  of  a  medical 
councillor  must  be  obtained.  The  petition  must  state  all  the 
ingredients.  Foreign  medicines  may  be  imported  if  they  do 
not  contain  any  noxious  or  poisonous  substances,  also  none 
that  turn  bad  so  rapidly  as  to  reach  the  consumer  in  a 
decomposed  state.  The  medical  councillor  may  dispense 
with  the  prescribed  analysis,  should  the  documentary  report 
of  the  chemical  analysis  made  by  a  competent  Russian  be 
presented. 

A  Decaying  Industey.  —  A  recent  British  consular 
report  states  that  the  importation  of  palm-kernels  into 
Germany  has  almost  ceased,  and  the  trade  of  that  country 
in  palm  oil  has  diminished  by  one-half.  The  largest  and 
oldest  firm  there  has  ceased  to  exist,  and  those  who  remain 
cannot  do  a  remunerative  trade.  This  is  attributed  to  the 
fact  that  Great  Britain,  which  formerly  received  the 
principal  export  of  Germany,  now  has  its  own  factories. 
At  the  present  time,  a  petition  signed  by  160  German  oil- 
manufacturers  is  lying  before  the  Bundesrath  praying  for 
an  increase  of  duty  on  cottonseed  oil,  which  competes 
largely  with  palm  oil. 

Italian  Pharmacy. — The  Lancet's  Rome  correspondent 
gives  an  interesting  but  somewhat  hazy  account  of  a  case 
heard  before  the  Penal  Tribunal  of  Turin,  illustrating  the  per- 
functory manner  in  which  the  Italian  chemist  and  druggist  is 
prone  to  compound  medicines.  About  a  year  ago  in  the 
Farmacia  Bertinaria  a  number  of  persons  purchased 
some  seidlitz  powders.  These  when  taken,  instead  of 
producing  their  aperient  effect,  set  up  severe  gastralgia  and 
gastro- enteritis,  and  five  of  the  consumers  died  at  varying 
intervals  during  the  following  ten  days.  Seven  others 
narrowly  escaped  with  their  lives.  Inquiry  into  the  cause 
elicited  the  fact  that  the  powders  as  prepared  by  the 
pharmacist,  instead  of  containing  sulphate  of  magnesia 
(sio),  contained  chlorate  of  potash — a  substance  resembling 
sulphate  of  magnesia  in  colour  (explains  the  Roman  scribe), 
but  poisonous  in  large  doses  and  prescribed  only  in  small 
ones  by  Italian  physicians  mainly  for  gargles.  The  mistake 
was  committed  by  one  Massimo  Chiara,  a  man  of  51  years 
of  age,  and  the  responsible  director  of  the  pharmacy,  Signor 
Giuseppe  Marchisio,  and  his  assistant  (the  aforesaid  Chiara) 
were  accordingly  prosecuted.  It  was  then  found  that  the 
former  had  disappeared  and  the  proceedings  were  deferred 
till  he  could  be  brought  to  justice.  The  case  unfortunately 
is  -a  reflection  of  others  which  have  recently  happened — 
always  with  results  more  or  less  disastrous.  It  constitutes 
a  loud  warning  to  the  general  public,  particularly  the 
travelling  world,  to  beware  of  Italian  pharmacies.  Only,  it 
would  seem,  in  Anglo  American  establishments  of  the  kind 
can  medicines  be  purchased  with  safety. 


Scientific  progress. 


Extract  of  Kale  Fern. — Hausmann  lias  done  a  great  deal 
of  work  on  ethereal  extracts  of  various  ferns,  and  gives  the  follow- 
ing points  as  guides  to  determine  tlie  source  of  any  given  ex- 
tract : — (1)  The  presence  of  aspidin  in  the  extract  must  [be 
ascribed,  not  to  Aspidium  Filix-Mas,  but,  probably,  to  \A. 
spinulosum.  (2)  Filicic  acid,  on  the  other  hand,  is  always  pre- 
sent to  a  considerable  extent  in  extract  of  A.  Filix-Mas.  It  is, 
however,  also  present  in  other  ferns,  such  as  Atliyrium  Filix- 
Fcemina.  (3)  Flavaspidic  acid  occurs  in  all  the  extracts  examined, 
and  appears  to  occur  in  several  ferns.  (1)  Albaspidin  and 
aspidinol  occur  in  all  extracts  containing  filicic  acid,  and  probably 
in  those  containing  aspidin. — Arch,  du  Pharmazie,  237,  vii. 

Artificial  Violet  Oil.— Dr.  Klimont,  the  author  of  that  useful 
little  work,  "  Aromatica,"  has  patented  a  method  for  the  prepara- 
tion of  artificial  violet  oil.  Whether  this  will  have  any  influence 
on  the  existing  patent-disputes  or  not  remains  to  be  seen.  His 
process  is  as  follows  : — A  mixture  of  equal  parts  of  citral,  acetyl- 
acetone,  acetic  acid,  sodium  acetate,  and  acetic  anhydride  is 
heated  for  twenty-four  hours  on  the  water-bath,  and  is  then 
washed  several  times  with  water,  and  a  jet  of  steam  is  passed 
through  the  mixture  until  no  citrai  nor  acetyl-acetone  passes  over. 
The  remaining  acetyl-pseudoionone  is  treated  in  the  cold  with 
concentrated  mineral  acids.  The  isomerised  product  is  washed 
with  water  and  alkali  and  is  then  steam  distilled,  when  acetyl- 
ionone  passes  over.  This  body  possesses  a  strong  aromatic 
odour,  and  boils  at  about  150°  under  a  pressure  of  10  mm.  By 
the  action  of  alkali  it  can  be  converted  into  ionone. — Revue 
des  prod.  Chimiques. 

Botanical  Research  in  Ceylon. — Mr.  John  C.  Willis,  Dr. 
Trimein's  successor  in  the  directorship  of  the  Ceylon  Botanical 
Gardens,  writes  an  interesting  account  in  Nature  of  "An  Eng- 
lish Station  for  Botanical  Besearch  in  the  Tropics."  This  is  a 
description  of  the  new  laboratory  which  has  been  erected  in  the 
Royal  Botanical  Gardens,  Perideniya.  The  laboratory  contains 
provision  for  eleven  workers,  but  five  or  six  more  can  be  ac- 
commodated at  a  pinch.  There  are  general,  physiological, 
economic,  and  chemical  laboratories,  fitted  up  with  every  provision 
for  the  most  thorough  research,  and  equal  in  every  respect  to  the 
Dutch  laboratory  at  Buitenzorg  in  Java.  Mr.  Willis  estimates 
that  the  cost  of  six  months  spent  in  investigation  there,  including 
the  time  going  backwards  and  forwards  from  England,  Hving,  &c, 
would  be  about  185?. 

Gaiaform  and  Creosoform. — Last  year  Brissonnet  pre- 
pared combinations  of  guaiacol  and  creosote  with  formic  aldehyde 
to  which  he  gave  the  above  names.  Further  researches  have  now 
definitely  proved  that  these  bodies  are  methylene  derivatives,  the 
former,  for  example,  having  the  constitution — 

Brissonnet  has  also  prepared  combinations  of  these  two  bodies 
with  tannic  acid,  to  which  he  gives  the  names  tanno-gaiaform  and 
tanno-creosoform. — Repertoire  de  Pharmacie,  November,  1899. 

The  Xonone  Question. — An  interesting  communication  on 
the  ionone  question  appears  in  the  Chemilcer  Zeitung  (1899,  89, 
page  956),  by  Dr.  Ziegler.  On  account  of  the  legal  aspects  of  this 
question  we  give  the  chief  points  of  this  paper,  without  comment. 
Three  series  of  experiments  were  carried  out.  (1)  In  order  to 
determine  whether  chlorinated-lime  solution  can  be  substituted 
for  barium  hydrate  or  other  alkalies  in  the  patent  (German, 
No.  73089),  to  produce  the  same  effect,  attempts  were  made  to 
combine  200  grammes  each  of  acetone  and  citral  with  3'6  litres  of 
filtered  saturated  solution  of  chlorinated  lime.  The  mixture  was 
shaken  at  intervals  for  several  days.  The  reaction  was  strongly 
alkaline.  The  reaction-products  obtained  were : — Ninety  grammes 
of  chloroform  and  98  grammes  of  an  oil  of  sp.  gr.  O'SSB,  which, 
when  distilled  under  a  pressure  of  12  mm.,  yielded  30  grammes  at 
85°-110°,  65  grammes  at  110°-115°,  and  3  grammes  of  resinous 
residue.  The  bulk  of  this  oil  consisted  of  aldehydes,  and  little,  if 
any,  condensation  had  taken  place,  thus  proving  that  chlorinated 
lime  cannot  be  the  equivalent  of  the  ordinary  alkaline  condensing- 
agent.  (2)  Two  hundred  grammes  of  acetone,  150  grammes  of 
citral,  and  3C0  c.c.  of  chlorinated-lime  solution  were  boiled  for  six 
hours  under  a  reflux-condenser.  Excess  of  acetone  was  removed 
by  washing  with  water,  and  from  the  reaction-product  were 
separated  5  grammes  of  chloroform,  15  grammes  of  citral  and 
methyl-heptenone,  and  105  grammes  of  an  oil  which  proved  to  be 
almost  entirely  aldehydes.  (3)  Six  hundred  grammes  of  acetone, 
300  grammes  of  citral,  and  600  c.c.  of  chlorinated-lime  solutioa 
were  boiled  for  six  hours  under  a  reflux-condenser.  From  this 
20  grammes  of  chloroform,  50  grammes  of  an  oil  containing  much 
citral,  and  120  grammes  consisting  almost  entirely  of  citral  were 
obtained.    No  pseudoionone  was  found  in  any  case. 
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Mar  IRotes. 

War  Widows'  Fund. 
The  following  are  subscriptions  by  Mincing  Lane  firms 
connected  with  the  drug-trade: — 

Messrs.  S.  Figgis  &  Co.  —   

Messrs.  Hale  &  Son   

Messrs.  Lewis  &  Peat 
Messrs.  R.  Quincey  &  Son 

Messrs.  C.  M.  &  C.  Woodhouse  

Messrs.  Ashmore  &  Son  

Messrs.  W.  Caudery  &  Co. 
Messrs.  Clarke  &  Smith  ... 
Messrs.  Dalton  &  Young  ... 

Messrs.  August  Faber  &  Co  

Messrs.  Horner  &  Sons   

Messrs.  Lambert  &  Strong   

Messrs.  Melchers,  Runge  &  Co.  ... 
Messrs.  Price,  Hickman  &  Co.  ... 
Messrs.  I.  A.  Rucker  &  Bencraft 
Messrs.  Sanderson  &  Co.  ... 

Messrs.  Schweppes  (Limited)   

Messrs.  Wilson,  Smithett  &  Co  

Messrs.  Rolls  &  Son 

Messrs.  W.  Sargant  &  Co.   

Messrs.  G.  T.  Benton  &  Son   

Stephen  S.  Duval,  Esq  

Messrs.  Eastwood  &  Holt   

Messrs.  Jenkin  &  Phillips   

Messrs.  Marshall  &  French   

Messrs.  Charles  Wimble  &  Co  

G.  A.  Witt,  Esq  

Messrs.  F.  W.  Bowyer  &  Bartleet 

Messrs.  Ziegele,  Schneidt  &  Co  

Messrs.  French  &  Plucknett   

Messrs.  Garrard  &  Sons  ...   

Messrs.  Grosscurth  &  Luboldt  

Messrs.  Hicks  &  Ashmore 

Messrs.  Thos.  Merry  <fc  Son   

Messrs.  Niemann  &  Co  

Donald  Andrew,  Esq  

Messrs.  W.  C.  Bacon  &  Co  

W.  W.  Green,  Esq  

Messrs.  Meggeson  &  Co  

Messrs.  R.  C.  Treatt  &  Co  

Messrs.    Wright,   Layman    &  Umney 

(Limited)  ... 

Messrs.  E.  Barber  &  Son  

W.  G.  Blagden,  Esq  

H.  Buchler,  Esq  

Walter  J.  Crook,  Esq  

Messrs.  Henry  Devitt  &  Co  

Messrs.  Hendrey  &  Martin   

J.  G.  Brookes,  Esq.   

Messrs.  Otto  Bruckmann  &  Co  

Messrs.  Hamel  &  Horley  

Messrs.  H.  Keck  &  Co  

Messrs.  Labouchere  &  Co.   

Messrs.  H.  River  &  Co  

J.  W.  Marshall,  Esq  

Messrs.  Raspe  &  Paschen   

Messrs.  Salamon  &  Co  

C.  Southwell,  Esq  

Messrs.  Stallman  &  Fulton   

Thomas  Bryant,  Esq  

Clifford  Christopherson,  Esq  

Messrs.  E.  &  H.  Oldendorff   

Bertram  S.  Straus,  Esq.  ... 

Messrs.  Sutcliffe  &  Gosden   

Messrs.  L.  Chotzen  &  Co.   

F.  Graf,  Esq  

Messrs.  S.  Rucker  Marshall  &  Co. 

Messrs.  Freudentheil  &  Co  

C.  R.  Tapscofct,  Esq  

Alfred  White,  Esq  


follows  :- 


Messrs.  W.  J.  Bush  &  Co. 

Dr.  Ludwig  Mond  

Sir  J.  Bennet  Lawes 

Messrs.  L.  Rose  &  Co  

Messrs.  Hodgkinsons,  Clarke  &  Ward 

Messrs.  Barron,  Harveys  &  Co  

Woodhead,  Plant  &  Co  

Allenburys  Cricket  Club  
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The  Pagoda  Bband  of  Indian  cigars  is  what  Terr  my  is 
to  smoke  for  a  while  in  South  Afiica.  Messjs.  Cakes  &^Co. 
(Limited),  cf  Madias,  have  presented  10,000  of  these  and 
the  "  Orientals." 

M  esses.  Mi  joe  &  Co.  (IiwiaEE),  of  Bull  srd  Wolver- 
hampton, have  ii  structed  treir  e  gents  at  Cape  Tovn  to  offer 
from  stock  there  1C0/.  worth  of  their  Eucrjl  and  dher  disir- 
/eclants  free,  icr  1he  use  of  the  field  hospitals  in  South 
Africa. 

The  managers  and  employes  of  Boot  (Limited)  have  sub- 
scribed a  total  of  4,169  shillings  to  the  Mansion  House  Fund. 
Mr.  Jesse  Boot  heads  the  list  with  1,000  shillings,  the 
remainder  beinp  contributed  from  the  warehouses  arid  fac- 
tories and  the  160  shops  belonging  to  the  company. 

Dispensebs  foe  the  Abmy. — We  learn  that  the  Army 
Medical  Department  has  taken  on  a  considerable  number  of 
qualified  chemists'  assistants  as  dispensers  in  place  of  the 
army  compounders  who  have  gone  out  to  South  Africa.  The 
pay  is  at  the  rate  of  5s  Qd.  per  day  as  a  minimum,  and  there 
are  still  vacancies,  we  understand. 

The  Vinolia  Scheme— The  Vinolia  Company  inform  us 
that  as  the  result  of  their  offer  to  subscribe  \d.  for  every 
tablet  of  Vinolia  soap  sold  by  their  customers  from 
November  6  to  December  5  they  have  already  been  enabled 
to  remit  1,000/.  to  the  Lord  Mayor's  War  Fund.  If  cus- 
tomers will  advise  them  (immediately  after  the  latter  date) 
of  the  number  of  tablets  sold  from  stock  during  the  period 
mentioned,  the  amount  named  will  be  credited  to  the  fund. 
This  applies  in  like  manner  to  all  orders  received  between 
the  dates  mentioned. 

Oub  Johannesburg  Correspondent,  writing;  from 
Durban  on  October  21,  says  : — "  Johannesburg  is  now  practi- 
cally a  deserted  city.  Perhaps  only  two  or  three  chemists 
in  the  town  open  a  few  hours  each  day,  and  they  are  liable 
to  be  commandeered  for  the  front  at  any  moment. 
Ten  days  ago  the  President  ordered  all  the  barricades  of 
wood  and  iron  to  be  taken  down  from  the  shops,  as  he  con- 
sidered their  erection  an  insult  to  the  State.  The  order  has 
not  yet  been  enforced.  Lennon  (Limited)  were  ordered  to 
pay  15/.  as  a  special  war-tax,  which  they  did.  Mr. 
Rennie,  chemist,  was  called  on  for  a  similar  amount.  He 
wisely  put  them  off  for  a  day,  and  meanwhile  took  a 
hurried  departure  to  another  clime.  All  the  chemists  have 
had  various  adventures  with  the  Boer  officials,  who  are 
robbing  British  subjects  right  and  left.  They  call  it  lawful 
commandeering.  There  is  a  warrant  out  for  the  arrest  of 
Mr.  Norman,  an  Australian  chemist  in  business  in  Jeppers- 
town,  on  a  charge  of  high  treason.  I  am  glad  to  hear  he  is 
safe  in  Portuguese  territory.  The  treason  consists  of  having 
in  his  pharmacy  advised  several  youcg  men  to  go  to 
Maritzburg,  join  the  Imperial  Light  Horse,  and  comejup 
with  the  troops.  The  English  nurses  of  the  Johannesburg 
Hospital  have  imperilled  the  safety  of  the  whole  staff.  Two 
German  artillery  officers  heard  a  chorus  of  them]  sing 
"  Tommy  Atkins  "  in  their  private  dining-room,  and  reported 
the  incident  to  the  Government  The  Boer,  Hollander,  and 
German  have  had  a  good  innings  in  the  Transvaal,  which 
is  nearly  over.  I  can  see  the  end  approaching  very  quickly. 
For  the  London  wholesale  houses  this  war  is  the  best  thing 
that  could  have  happened.  It  will  pat  business  on  a' far 
more  solid  footing,  and  give  that  security  which  the  British 
flag  carries  with  it.  We  here  would  all  love  to  have  our 
Christmas  dinner  in  Johannesburg,  but,  if  that  is  impos- 
sible, at  least  to  be  busy  rebuilding  our  stores  on  February  1.' 

Among  the  articles  exported  from  the  United  Kingdom 
and  British  colonies  to  Paramaribo  (Dutch  Guiana)  in  |1898 
were  perfumed  soap  35/,  other  soaps  2,042/.,  opium  2,638/., 
and  vegetable  oils  1,032/.  The  exports  from  Paramaribo 
included  quassia-wood,  valued  at  910/.  From  Cayenne 
(French  Guiana)  1,500  kilos,  of  vanilla  were  exported  in 
1898. 

A  Little  Bit  of  Applied  Botany. — To  determine 
whether  wood  has  been  felled  in  summer  or  in  wiater, 
saturate  a  piece  with  a  weak  solution  of  iodiDe;  violet  blue 
streaks  show  that  it  has  been  felled  in  winter,  fcr  at  that 
season  small  particles  of  starch  are  present.  Wood}  felled 
in  summer  does  not  contain  these  particles,  and  therefore 
does  not  show  this  reaction 
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EVENING  MEETING. 

<flTHE  first  scientific  meeting  of  the  session  was  held  on 
J.  t  November  14  at  17  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C.  Mr. 
William  Martindale  (President)  was  in  the  chair,  and  there 
were  about  seventy  persons  present,  including  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
George  Mee,  from  New  Zealand.  The  first  item  on  the  pro- 
gramme was  a  lecture  by  Professor  J.  R.  Green  on  the 

Biology  of  Yeast. 
The  lecture  was  a  pleasant  talk  which  lasted  about  forty- 
five  minutes,  and  in  the  course  of  it  the  chief  events  in  the 
history  of  yeast-science  were  mentioned.  Leuwenhoek,  a 
Dutch  alchemist,  was  the  first  to  ascertain  that  yeast  was 
more  than  a  scum.  In  1628  he  found  it  to  consist  of  small 
globules.  Much  controversy  ensued  as  to  whether  yeast  was 
animal  or  vegetable,  and  it  was  not  till  1820  that  simul- 
taneously Cagniard-Latour,  Kiitze,  and  Schwann  established 
the  vegetable  character  of  yeast  by  noting  the  process  of 
budding.  Professor  Green  here  paid  a  tribute  to  the 
admirable  work  of  Dr.  Emil  Hansen,  of  Copenhagen,  to  whom 
very  much  of  the  present-day  knowledge  of  the  yeasts  and 
their  culture  is  due. 

!VThe  chemical  aspect  of  fermentation  was  taken  up  by 
Lavoisier  at  the  end  of  last  century,  and  it  was  he  who 
found  out  that  sugar  by  fermentation  splits  up  into  carbon 
dioxide  and  alcohol.  He  collected  the  two,  and  round  that  the 
weights  approximately  represented  the  amount  of  sugar  fer- 
mented. Lavoisier's  hypothesis  and  analysis  were  not,  however, 
perfect,  as  the  quantities  obtained  would  not  quite  reproduce 
the  sugar ;  it  was  necessary  to  inculcate  some  water.  In  1847 
Dubrunfaut  discovered  that  cane-sugar  had  to  be  converted 
into  a  non-crystallisable  sugar  before  it  would  ferment,  and 
that  acids  acting  on  cane-sugar  split  it  up  into  glucose  and 
fructose.  A  further  step  was  made  in  1860,  when  Berthelot 
found  that  the  change  was  associated  with  the  incorporation 
of  a  molecule  of  water  into  the  sugar.  In  brewing-processes 
yeast  did  not  work  on  cane-sugar,  but  on  malt-sugar 
(maltose),  and  whereas  cane-sugar  was  split  up  into  two 
products,  dextrose  and  levulose,  which  turned  the  plane  of 
polarised  light  respectively  to  the  right  and  the  left,  maltose 
was  split  up  into  two  sugars  which  both  turned  the  plane  to 
the  right.  Berthelot  set  to  work  to  find  out  how  this  comes 
about,  with  the  result  that  he  isolated  enzymes  which  do  the 
work ;  these  are  invertase  and  maltase.  The  question  next 
arose  as  to  what  is  the  relationship  between  the  yeast  and 
the  sugar  which  it  ferments,  and  why  this  peculiar  splitting- 
up  is  necessary.  Pasteur  was  the  first  to  give  a  reasonable 
explanation,  his  theory  being  that  as  oxygen  is  necessary  for 
life,  and  as  yeast  cannot  get  it  from  the  air,  it  takes  it  out 
of  the  sugar  molecule.  The  chemistry  of  the  decompo- 
sition did  not  fit  in  with  that  theory.  Indeed,  there  was 
little  direct  evidence  to  support  it,  Monoyer's  claim  that  he 
had  discovered  that  oxygen  was  a  product  of  fermentation 
never  having  been  confirmed.  But  there  was  one  notable 
point— viz.,  that  the  whole  of  sugar  is  not  by  fermentation 
split  up  into  ethylic  alcohol  and  carbon  dioxide,  for  4  to  5 
per  cent,  of  it  is  changed  into  succinic  acid,  glycerin,  and 
other  bodies ;  and  now  it  is  generally  conceded  Pasteur  was 
right  to  a  degree — fermentation  is  the  expression  of 
the  organism  obtaining  energy  in  the  absence  of 
oxygen.  Schutzenberger  contended  that  if  this  theory 
held  good  fermentation  ought  not  to  go  on  in  the  presence  of 
oxygen,  whereas  it  is  really  more  energetic,  and  this  led  to 
the,. view  that  the  oxygen  was  nutriment  to  the  yeast.  If 
yea*st  is  put  into  an  organic  nitrogenous  liquid  alcohol  can 
be!  produced  without  sugar.  Pasteur's  theory  received 
support  from  the  independent  investigations  of  Lachartier 
and  Bellamy  on  the  ferments  of  fruits,  and  after  that  the  next 
discovery  was  the  isolation  of  diastase — an  enzyme  with  the 
property  of  breaking  down  the  cane-sugar  molecule.  Then 
Biichner  startled  the  scientific  world  and  settled  a  hitherto 
unsolved  problem  (whether  yeast  contains  as  well  as  secretes 
a  ferment)  by  so  treating  yeast  by  comminution  and  pressure 
as  to  separate  from  it  a  liquid  enzyme  capable  of  fer- 
menting sugar  in  the  absence  of  the  organism,  therefore 
in  [absence  of  life.  Buchner's  results  were  questioned  in  some 


quarters,  but  they  have  since  been  overwhelmingly  proved 
to  be  correct.  Biichner  calls  his  enzyme  zymase.  Since 
then  a  fifth  enzyme,  trypsin,  has  been  discovered 
(through  the  existence  of  tyrosin  in  fermentation  liquids), 
and  this  led  up  to  the  important  observation  that  yeast  in 
its  normal  condition  contains  glycogen  and  the  enzyme 
trypsin,  these  sufficing  to  give  it  the  start  in  nutrition. 
Finally,  the  lecturer  discussed  the  question  whether  the 
action  of  yeast-enzymes  takes  place  in  the  yeast-cell,  or 
whether  the  cell  excretes  the  ferments  into  its  environment. 
Undoubtedly  both  things  take  place,  and  Walter  Gardiner 
has  demonstrated  that  the  cell-wall  is  permeated  by  exceed- 
ingly fine  Aliments  of  protoplasm  through  which  invertase 
at  least  gets  into  the  saccharin  liquid. 

The  President,  in  moving  the  thanks  of  the  meeting  to 
Professor  Green,  said  he  had  not  referred  to  the  important 
part  he  (Professor  Green)  took  in  corroborating  Biichner's 
results. 

Mr.  Peter  MacEwan  asked  Professor  Green  for  informa- 
tion as  to  how  certain  foods  resembling  extract  of  meat  are 
prepared  from  yeast.  Several  preparations  of  that  nature 
were  on  the  market  and  they  seemed  to  have  a  splendid 
future  before  them,  especially  as  yeast  grew  in  such 
prodigious  quantities  that  only  a  small  part  of  it  could  be 
utilised. 

Professor  Green,  in  reply,  said  he  had  not  gone  into  the 
economic  side  of  the  question.  He  had  tasted  the  vegetable 
foods  referred  to  and  found  them  stimulating  but  not 
nourishing — they  contained  no  proteids.  Professor  Cossel, 
of  Berlin,  had  done  a  lot  of  work  on  the  subject,  but  as  it 
was  necessary  to  use  large  quantities  of  material  he  (the 
speaker)  had  not  taken  the  subject  up. 

The  President  then  called  on  Professor  Greenish  to  read 
a  paper  on 

Spurious  Alexandrian  Senna. 

Professor  Greenish  said  that  this  spurious  senna  was  at 
present  offered  on  the  London  market  in  considerable  quan- 
tities— one  broker  alone  having  offered  2  tons  of  it.  As 
there  was  a  possibility  of  it  finding  its  way  into  pharmacy 
in  the  form  of  powder,  he  had  determined  the  microscopic 
characters  of  the  leaflets.  According  to  the  text-books 
Alexandrian  senna  was  liable  to  be  adulterated  with  the 
leaves  of  Coriaria  myrtifolia,  Cohitea  arboresoens,  Tephrosia 
Apollinea,  and  Solenostemma  Argel.  Most  of  these,  however, 
were  of  only  historical  interest  ;  argel-leaves,  which  in 
Hanbury's  time  were  becoming  rare,  had  quite  disappeared. 
The  spurious  Alexandrian  senna  which  was  at  present  under 
consideration  he  believed  to  be  derived  from  Cassia  obovata, 
and  its  difference  from  the  official  Cassia  acutifolia  was  well 
shown  by  means  of  lantern- slides  [outline  sketches  are  here 


reproduced].  Cassia  obovata  leaflets  are  not  acute  in  shape 
like  those  of  Cassia  acutifolia,  and  have  a  pinnate  venation. 
Cassia  obovata  is  a  widely- distributed  plant,  and  was  formerly 
mixed  regularly  with  Alexandrian  senna.  Lantern-slides 
were  then  shown  of  the  microscopical  appearance  of  the 
leaves,  the  palisade  cells  of  the  Cassia  obovata  (shown  in 
cross- section)  being  a  prominent  feature,  but  a  still  greater 
characteristic  is  thepapillous  development  of  the  lower  epi- 
dermis which  is  found  in  Cassia  obovata  alone  among  the 
cassias.  When  in  powder  form  it  is  still  possible  by  means 
of  this  papillous  development  to  distinguish  Cassia  obovata. 
Although  there  is  a  tendency  to  papillous  development  of  the 
epidermis  in  Colutea  arbor  escens,  the  surface  of  that  leaf 
shows  each  stoma  surrounded  by  three,  four,  or  five  cells, 
whilst  in  the  cassias  only  two  cells  are  found. 

In  the  engraving  of  the  leaf -surface  of  Cassia  obovata  the 
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papillous  parts  are  seen  as  a  double  ring,  fainter  than  the 
circular  stomata  which  characterise  this  leaf  and  dis- 
tinguish it  from  the  true  Alexandrian  senna,  which  has 
ovoid  stomata  and  lacks  the  double  circle.  The  transverse 
sections  exhibited  show  points  of  distinction,  but  in  the 
powdered  state  little  of  these  can  be  seen,  whereas  the  leaf- 
surface  is  always  present  in  distinguishable  quantity,  hence 
the  importance  of  recognising  the  double-riDg  papilla. 

Professor  Greenish  then  spoke  of  the  great  difficulty  he 
had  experienced  in  tracing  the  dates  of  the  appearance  of 
senna-adulterants — as  a  rule  the  statements  were  too  imper- 
sonal. Atone  time  senna  was  sorted  at  various  centres,  and 
in  that  way  adulteration  might  have  crept  in.  Sennas  were 
known  by  various  names — amongst  them  Italian  senna,  which 
seemed  to  be  derived  from  C  obovata,  which  grew  then  in  Italy. 
The  plant  was  widely  spread  in  Africa,  and  in  1828  Henri, 
reporting  on  behalf  of  the  French  Government,  who  desired 
to  get  larger  supplies  of  senna,  stated  that  the  leaves  of  C. 
obovata  were  active,  but  milder  in  action  than  true  Alex- 
andrian senna.    In  the  course  of  years  this  statement  has 


familiar  sight  to  travellers  on  the  North  London  Railway,  as 
the  sides  of  the  railway  between  Canonbury  and  Mildmay 
Park  were  covered  with  the  shrub. 

Mr.  Peteb  MacEwan  remarked  that  the  communication 
was  as  important  as  it  was  interesting.  Senna,  though  an 
old-fashioned  drug,  was  really  more  used  now  than  ever,  and 
of  the  two  kinds  imported  into  London,  Tinnevelly  and 
Alexandrian,  the  bulk  of  the  latter  kind  was  retained  for  use 
in  the  country,  while  most  of  the  Tinnevelly  was  exported  to 
the  Continent  and  to  the  United  States.  There  had  recently 
been  great  scarcity  of  the  latter  kind  owing  to  the  plague  in 
India,  and  it  was  in  times  of  scarcity  that  substitutes 
appeared,  so  that  Professor  Greenish  had  hit  the  subject  at 
the  psychological  moment.  It  was  specially  important  to 
have  the  microscopical  characters  of  the  substitute  so  well 
defined,  because  a  large  part  of  the  Alexandrian  senna  was 
offered  in  the  bruised  state,  and  if  it  was  found  that  the 
whole  leaf  of  Cassia  obovata  was  unsaleable  it  might  be 
powdered  and  so  disposed  of.  It  was  also  important  to 
have  the  fact  restated  that  this  substitute  was  not  devoid  o 
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C.  acutifolia,  showing  transverse 
section  and  epidermis,  the  latter 
with  stomata  and  one  hair. 


Epidermis  of  C.  obovata  ;  (a)  stomata, 
(6)  stomata  and  papillous  ring,  (Ji)  hairs. 


Transverse  section  of  C.  obovata  leaf. 
The  papillae  are  seen  below  the 
palisade  cells. 


got  whittled  down  until  now  some  people  thought  G.  obovata 
had  no  action  at  all. 

Professor  Greenish  said  he  had  not  specially  studied  the 
therapeutic  effects  of  the  leaf,  but  he  by  no  means  con- 
sidered it  to  be  valueless.  In  concluding,  he  remarked  that 
in  teaching  materia  medica  he  felt  they  ought  not  to  take 
so  much  trouble  to  give  the  minute  characteristics  of 
adulterants  which  in  the  main  were  of  only  historical  inte- 
rest, but  rather  to  so  thoroughly  teach  the  characters  of  the 
genuine  drugs  as  to  make  it  easy  for  a  student  to  recognise 
any  variations  from  that  standard. 

The  Peesidbnt  thanked  Professor  Greenish  for  his  in- 
teresting paper,  and  thought  that  the  point  of  it  was  that 
Cassia  obovata  was  not  the  genuine  Alexandrian  senna,  and 
should  not  be  used  in  medicinal  preparations.  It  was  in  his 
memory  when  a  sixth  or  an  eighth  of  the  Alexandrian  senna 
of  commerce  consisted  of  Cassia  obovata.  In  regard  to  the 
mixing  of  argel-leaves  with  senna,  he  recalled  the  fact  that 
it  was  through  Jacob  Bell  calling  the  attention  of  Mehemet 
Ali,  the  then  ruler  of  Egypt,  to  the  admixture  that  it  was 
stopped.  He  (the  speaker)  preferred  to  speak  of  these  ad- 
mixtures as  accidental  impurities,  for  adulteration  was  not 
systematically  practised  now. 

Mr.  Walteb  Hills  drew  a  telling  moral  from  the  paper, 
and,  turning  to  the  students,  said  it  was  the  same  in  the  phar- 
maceutical as  in  the  moral  world — they  would  ever  find  that 
the  investigation  of  good  yielded  better  results  than  the  in- 
vestigation of  evil. 

Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes  observed  that  Cassia  obovata  was  the 
original  senna,  and  that  the  question  of  activity  seemed  to 
depend  on  the  amount  of  extractive  which  it  yielded,  much 
in  the  same  way  as  sarsaparilla,  which  some  wholesale  drug- 
gists valued  according  to  its  extractive  yield.  C.  acutifolia 
yielded  more  extractive  than  C  obovata  As  a  student  he 
remembered  to  have  found  two  argel-leavrs  in  a  4-lb.  drawer 
of  senna.    Colutea  arborescens,  or  bladder- senna,  was  a 


activity,  and  he  hoped  that  it  would  be  settled  now.  He 
suggested  that  Professor  S'ockman,  who  had  made  his 
debut  as  an  investigator  by  communicating  to  the  Norih 
British  Branch  a  contribution  on  the  cathartic  principle 
of  senna,  might  be  induced  to  take  up  this  variety.  They 
could  do  with  another  source  for  senna.  Mr.  MacEwan  also 
referred  to  the  importance  of  the  commercial  and 
geographical  observations  made  by  Professor  Greenish. 
Professor  Gebbnish  briefly  replied. 

The  Peesidbnt  announced  that  the  next  evening  meeting 
would  be  on  December  12,  when  Professor  J  M.  Thomson 
would  give  a  lecture  on  "  Some  Peculiar  Properties  of 
Water." 


Grafce^flDarka  HppUefc  for. 

(From  the  "  Trade  Marks  Journal,"  November  1,  1899.) 
'  Pluvonia  "  ;  for  toilet-preparations.   By  A.  "Wmgham,  Cocking  - 

ton  Road,  Torquay.  224,735. 
'Homeward";  for  perfumery  and  toilet  articles.    By  E.  Cook 

&  Co.  (Limited),  East  Lojdon  Soapworks,  Bow,  E.  225,541. 

'  Whirlwind  " ;  for  all  articles  in  Class  48.  By  C.  Thomas  & 
Brothers  (Limited),  Broad  Plain  Soapworks,  Bristol.  226,058. 

'  Glenveet  "  ;  for  polishing-cloths.  By  the  Voile  Manufacturing 
Company,  37  Wellington  Street,  Leicester.  225,679. 

From  the  "  Trade  Marks  Journal,"  November  8,  1899.) 
'  Shawpacan  "  ;   for  shampoo  dog-powder.     By  G.  A.  Keep,  186 

Leander  Road,  Brixton  Hill,  S.W.  223,923. 
1  Lewig's  Fever-mixture,"  signature,  &c.  (essential  particular 

is  the  signature) ;  for  a  medicine.    By  Jeanetta  S.  Lewig,  23 

Brunswick  Road,  Withington.  221,323. 

1  The  Successful  Lady,"  photo  and  signature ;  for  chemical 
substances.  By  Mary  J:  Wright,  Staplefoid,  Notts. 
224,346. 
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Connected  with  the  Drug=trade. 


MUNICIPAL  HONOURS  have  not  teen  showered  upon 
the  drug-trade  this  year,  and  few  pharmacists  come 
fresh  to  mayoral  duties,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  notes 
which  we  give.  The  first,  in  youth  at  least,  Mr.  William 
Alfred  Wrbnn,  chemist  and  druggist,  the  new  Mayor  of 
Taunton,  is  only  38  years  of  age,  and  has  been  in  business 
in  the  borough  for  the  past  sixteen  years.  He  was  born 
in  South  London,  and  educated  at  Anerley  and  Whitgift 
Grammar  School,  Croydon.  After  leaving  school  Mr.  Wrenn 
was  for  some  time  in  a  tea-broker's  office  in  London,  and, 

bis  mind  being 
scientifically  in- 
clined, he  com- 
menced analytical 
researches  into  the 
relative  values  of 
Indian  and  China 
teas.  At  that  time 
he  came  under  the 
notice  of  Mr.  Chas. 
Umney  (Wright, 
Layman  &  Umney, 
Limited),  who  ad- 
vised him  to  devote 
himself  entirely  to 
chemistry.  This  ad- 
vice Mr.  Wrenn 
acted  upon,  and 
much  of  his  work 
on  various  chemical 
subjects,  notably 
"  Essential  Oils," 
has  been  published 
in  The  Chemist 
and  Druggist. 
In  1882-83  Mr. 
Wrenn  was  Presi- 
dent of  the  Chemist  s' 
Assistants'  Associa- 
tion of  London,  a  body  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  founders. 
He  was  elected  a  Fellow  of  the  Chemical  Society  in  1885, 
and  he  is  also  a  "membre  d'honneur"  of  the  Royal  Society 


Mayor  of  Taunton. 


I  business  of  Mr.  Gregory  at  Taunton  The  business  has  since 
been  converted  into  a  limited  company,  with  branches  at 

1  TauDton,  Langport,  and  Wellington.  In  1885  he  attended 
the  Brussels  Congress  of  Pharmacy,  and  two  years  later  was 
awarded  the  gold  medal  and  diploma  for  an  essay  on  "  Essen- 

!  tial  Oils."    He  is  at  present  engaged  on  a  work  entitled  "  The 

:  Perfamery  Products  of  the  Province  les  Alpes  Maritimes," 
which  in  all  probability  will  be  presented  at  the  International 
Pharmaceutical  Congress  to  be  held  in  Paris  next  year.  Mr. 
Wrenn  has  been  in  the  Council  for  eight  years,  during  which 
time  he  has  served  on  the  various  committees.  He  has  also 
filled  various  offices  in  connection  with  that  ancient  iosti  tution 
the  Court  Leet.  He  was  Constable  of  the  borough  for  three 
years,  and  then  succeeded  to  the  office  of  Portreeve,  a 
position  to  which  he  has  been  re-elected  four  or  five  years  in 
succession.  At  the  complimentary  banquet  given  to  Mayor 
Wrenn  on  November  9,  letters  of  apology  for  absence  were 
read  from,  amongst  others,  Professor  Attfield  and  Messrs. 
Chas.  Umney  (London),  N.  H.  Martin  (Newcastle),  and  S  R. 
Atkins  (Salisbury).  Professor  Attfield,  in  a  letter  of  con- 
gratulation to  the  Mayor,  said  "  How  time  flies  !  It  seems 
only  a  few  years  since  you  were  my  student.  I  wish  you 
continued  prosperity."  Mr.  Chas.  Umney  wrote :  "  Had 
Taunton  been  within  fifty  miles  of  London  I  certainly  should 
not  only  have  felt  it  a  pleasure,  but  a  duty  to  have  joined  you. 
Pray  accept  my  hearty  congratulations  for  the  hcnourable 
position  in  which  you  have  been  placed." 

The  new  Mayor  of  Stalybridge,  Alderman  Allwood 
Simpson,  chemist  and  druggist,  whose  portrait  we  reproduce 
herewith,  was  born  at  Chelmorton,  near  Buxton,  in  1849.  He 
was  educated  at  Priestcliffe  Grammar  School,  Toddington,  and 
afterwards  at  Great  Longston  Boarding-school,  aft=r  leaving 
which  he  was  apprenticed  to  Mr.  H  B.  Bagshaw,  chemist, 
Melbourne  Street,  Stalybridge,  in  the  shop  of  which  he  is  now 
the  proprietor.  Mr.  Simpson  proved  a  diligent  and  courteous 
assistant,  and  in  a  few  years  was  appointed  manager  of  the 
business.  He  was  admitted  into  partnership  in  1893,  and 
ultimately,  on  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Bagshaw,  became  sole 
proprietor.  Mayor  Simpson  has  been  in  the  Town  C  iuncil 
for  thirteen  years,  and  was  elected  an  Alderman  in  1893.  He 
has  entered  actively  into  local  municipal  affairs,  and  has 
served  on  all  the  most  important  committees.  As  Chairman 
of  the  Sanitary  Committee  in  particular  he  has  done  a  great 
amount  of  arduous  and  useful  work.  He  is  at  present 
enthusiastic  over  a  scheme  of  joint  electric  lighting  and 
traction  in  the  district,  a  movement  which  he  will  doubtless 
bring  to  an  early  and  successful  issue.  Mayor  Simpson  is  a 
member  of  the  Loyal  Commercial  Lo^ge  of  Oddfellows. 


Mayor  oj  Barrow.  ^^BB^^  Mayor  of  Banbury. 


Mayor  of  Stalybridge. 

of  Pharmacy.  Mr.  i  Wrenn  has  travelled  extensively.  In  i  Banbury's  new  mayor  is  Mr.  Hubert  Bartlett,  chemist 
1883  he  made  a  tour  of  the  leading  centres  of  chemical  and  surgeon- dentist.  Mr.  Bartlett,  whose  likeness  we  give,  was 
industry  on  the  Continent,  visiting  France,  Germany,  Switzer-  born  in  1850  and  was  educated  at  King  Edward's  School, 
land,  and  Italy.    In  1884  he  acquired  the  old-established    Totnes,  Devon.    He  served  his  apprenticeship  with  Mr.  F. 
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Seccombe,  of  Totnes,  and  when  20  years  of  age  he  went  to 
London,  and,  having  qualified,  undertook  the  management 
of  Mr.  E.  Trim's  business  at  Bournemouth.  On  leaving  the 
latter  place  he  went  to  Banbury,  where  he  has  been  in  busi- 
ness for  twenty-one  years.  Mr.  Bartlett  is  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  an  ex-alderman,  a  Past  Master  of  the  Cberwell  Lodge 
of  Freemasons  and  a  Life  Governor  of  the  Boys'  and  Girls' 
Masonic  charities.    He  is  a  Churchman  and  a  Oonservative. 

Mr.  Leonabd  Parkeb  Chapman  has  this  year  been  re- 
elected Mayor  of  Barrow-in-Furness.  Mr.  Chapman,  who 
carried  on  business  in  Dalton  Road,  retired  from  the  drug- 
trade  seven  months  ago.  He  is  the  son  of  Dr.  Chapman, 
J.P.,  and  was  educated  at  the  Royal  Grammar  School, 
Lancaster.  His  apprenticeship  was  served  with  the  late 
Alderman  Taylor,  of  Rochdale,  and  he  went  to  Barrow  in 
1878.  He  was  elected  to  the  Town  Council  in  1890  as  a  non- 
political  Independent,  and ,  since  then  has  been  re-elected 
each  year  without  opposition. 

At.  the  first  meeting  of  the  municipal  year  of  the  St. 
Helens  Town  Council,  November  9,  Mr.  Joseph  Beecham, 
head  of  the  firm  of  Thomas  Beecbam,  the  popular  pill- 
manufacturers,  was  elected  Mayor  of  that  town  for  the 
ensuing  year,  and  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  proposer 
was  the  well- known  chemical-manufacturer,  Sir  David 
Gamble.  Many  eulogies  were  spoken  of  Mr.  Beecbam's 
services  and  munificence  to  the  town,  and  special  reference 
was  made  to  his  recent  gift  to  the  South  African  War  Fund. 
He  has  long  been  a  leading  figure  in  municipal  life,  and  his 
selection  for  the  office  of  Chief  Magistrate  has  given  all- 
round  satisfaction.  Mr.  Beecham  is  a  much-travelled  man, 
having  frequently  visited  both  the  European  Continent  and 
America. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Stewabd,  chemist  and  druggist.  High  Street, 
Worcester,  who  filled  the  office  of  Mayor  of  that  borough 
last  year  so  efficiently,  has  been  appointed  to  occupy  the 
posion  of  Deputy-Mayor  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Barnes,  chemist  and  druggist,  52  Biggin 
Street,  Dover,  has  again  been  elected  to  the  office  of 
Deputy- Mayor. 

Alderman  Bowes,  chemist  and  druggist,  Macclesfield, 
who  occupied  the  mayoral  chair  of  that  borough  last  year, 
has  been  elected  Deputy -Mayor  for  the  present  year,  and  has 
received  the  thanks  of  the  Corporation  for  the  admirable 
way  in  which  he  carried  out  his  duties  dariDg  his  year  of 
office. 

Alderman  John  Hobsley,  chemist  and  druggist,  whose 
portrait  we  gave  in  the  C.  3;  D  for  October  14.  page  632,  has 
been  re-elected  for  the  seventh  time  Mayor  of  Hartlepool. 


Business  Cbanoes. 


Notices  of  changes  m  the  retail  trade,  and  opening  of  new 
businesses,  are  inserted  in  this  section  free  of  charge,  if 
properly  authenticated. 


Mb.  L.  B.  Sutcliffe,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  has  pur- 
chased the  business  lately  carried  on  by  Mr.  V.  E.  New- 
bould  at  16  Carlisle  Road,  Mantiingham. 

Messes  David  Moseley.  &  Sons,  manufacturers  of  india- 
rubber  goods,  have  removed  their  City  office  from  14  Alder- 
manbuiy  Avenue  to  51  and  52  Aldermanbuiy,  E.G. 

Day's  Metbopolitan  Drug  Company  (Limited)  have 
opened  a  branch  at  149  High  Street,  Chatham,  and  they 
advertise  ihat  they  serve  over  80,000  people  weekly,  "from 
dukes  to  day  labourers !  " 


HDarrtage. 


Slyne— Campbell.— On  October  30,  at  St.  Michiel's 
Church,  Kingstown,  by  the  Rev.  Eagene  Byrne,  DjnisSlyne, 
to  Kittie,  only  surviving  daughter  of  the  late  Mirtin 
Campbell,  chemist  and  druggist,  Kingstown. 


Deaths. 


Apollonatos  — On  November  2,  M.  George  Apollonatcs 
one  of  the  oldest  chemists  of  Constantinople,  and  owner  of 
the  Pharmacie  d'Europe,  opposite  Galata  Serai.  The 
deceased  was  highly  respected,  and  his  death  in  deeply  re- 
gretted by  a  large  circle  of  acquaintances,  more  especially 
by  the  poor,  to  whom  he  was  a  generous  benefactor. 

Cbompton. — On  November  3,  at  Bury  (Lanes),  Mr.  Wm. 
Crompton,  chemist  and  druggist.  Aged  65.  Mr.  Crompton 
was  one  of  the  most  prominent  tradesmen  of  the  borough 
and  a  leading  member  of  the  Conservative  party. 

Evans. — At  Dowlais,  on  November  7,  Mr.  John  Evans, 
chemist  and  druggist.  Aged  68.  Deceased  gentleman  had 
been  in  business  in  the  town  for  more  than  forty  years.  He 
leaves  a  widow  and  grown-up  family,  two  of  his  sons  being 
local  medical  men. 

Hobson. — At  Beverley,  on  November  9,  Mr.  Charles 
Hobson,  jun.,  chemist  and  druggist.  Aged  40  Deceased 
gentleman  was  the  son  of  a  former  mayor,  whom  he  suc- 
ceeded in  business  two  or  three  years  ago. 

Lyon.— -On  October  24,  Mr.  James  Lyon,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Dalston,  N.E.    Aged  51. 

Mc  Doug  all. — On  November  13,  at  Southport,  Alexander 
McDougall,  formerly  of  Manchester.  Aged  90.  The  de- 
ceased gentleman  was  a  pupil  of  the  famous  Dr  Dalton,  a 
friend  of  Joule  and  of  Lord  Playfair.  During  the  greater 
part  of  his  life  he  took  great  interest  in  chemistry.  His  son 
is  the  present  Alderman  Alexander  McDougall,  of  Manchester. 

Southebn. — On  November  11,  at  "Springfield," Prestwich, 
near  Manchester,  Mr.  William  H.  Southern,  late  of  Messrs. 
Thomas  &  Wm.  Southern  Wheathill  Chemical- works,  Salford. 
Aged  49. 

Vicaby. — On  November  2,  at  Preston  Park,  near  Brighton, 
Richard  Vicary,  who  travelled  for  over  thirty  years  for 
Messrs  Barron,  Harveys  &  Co  ,  and  retired  twenty-one  years 
ago.  Mr.  Vicary  was  in  his  day  a  well-known  figure  on  the 
road,  and  much  respected  by  a  large  circle  of  business 
friends    Aged  81. 


Mills  of  Deceased  Gbemtsts. 


Cbagg  — The  estate  of  Mr.  James  Cragg,  chemist  and 
druggist,  of  Woodhouse,  near  Milnthorpe,  who  died  on  Sep- 
tember 18  last,  has  been  sworn  by  Miss  Jane  Cragg,  the 
sister  and  executrix  of  the  testator,  at  8020Z.  15s.  2d ,  to 
whom  the  deceased  left  all  his  property,  real  and  personal. 

Fbeestone, — Letters  of  administration  to  the  estate  of 
the  late  Mr.  Joseph  W.  Freestone,  chemist,  Formley,  Lanca- 
shire, have  been  granted  (with  the  testator's  will  annexed) 
to  Mr.  Jo-eph  Thomas  Freestone,  next-of-kin  of  the  deceased 
whose  personalty  is  sworn  at  1,725Z.  2s. 

Goddabd. — The  will  of  Mr.  E  W.  Goddard,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Nottingham,  who  died  on  June  25.  has  been  proved 
by  his  brother,  Mr.  Heniy  J.  Goddard,  and  by  Mr.  Chas.  W. 
Harris,  of  Nottingham.  The  testator's  estate  was  sworn  at 
1.012Z.  9s.  U. 

Hargbeaves  — Letters  of  administration  to  the  estate  of 
the  late  Mr.  Mark  Hargreaves,  chemist  and  druggist,  108 
Fylde  Road,  Preston,  who  died  on  June  27,  intestate,  have 
been  granted  to  his  brother,  Mr.  James  Hargreaves,  chemical 
engineer,  May  Villa,  Peel  Lane,  Farnworth.  The  deceased's 
estate  was  sworn  at  1,1712.  4s.  8d. 

Newball. — The  will  of  Mr.  Thos.  Ayre  Newball,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Sherwood  Rise,  Nottingham,  who  died  on 
Jaly  22.  has  been  proved  by  Mr.  Frank  W.  Martin,  solicitor, 
Nottingham,  the  acting  executor  of  the  testator,  whose  estate 
is  sworn  at  5  394?.  6s.  8d.,  of  which  2  409Z.  lis.  3d.  is  net 
personalty. 

Sheel  — The  estate  of  the  late  Mr.  Robert  Sheel,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Gateshead,  who  died  on  June  10,  is  sworn  at 
2  690Z.  by  bis  widow  and  executrix,  Mrs.  Eleanor  Sheel. 
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perfumes— IRatural  ano  HrtHictal.* 


By  M.  O.  Foestbe,  Ph.D.,  D.Sc. 

THE  natural  perfumes  employed  by  the  ancients  took  the 
form  of  spices  and  pomades,  and  were  almost  ex- 
clusively of  vegetable  origin  :  ambergris,  musk,  and  civet 
were  the  only  ones  of  importance  derived  from  animal 
sources.  The  general  application  of  ethereal  oils  and  fluid 
essences  appears  to  have  followed  the  introduction  of  dis- 
tillation as  a  physical  process,  and  at  the  close  of  the 
fifteenth  century  distilled  oils  of  benzoin,  cedar,  cinnamon, 
rose,  rosemary,  and  turpentine  were  articles  of  commerce ; 
aniseed,  caraway,  celery,  cloves,  lavender,  pepper,  and  sassa- 
fras were  introduced  during  the  succeeding  hundred  years ; 
whilst  orange-blossom  and  bitter-almond  oils  date  from 
the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth  century. 

The  scent-principles  enumerated  are  usually  confined  to  a 
particular  part  of  the  plant  or  tree,  such  as  the  leaves  and 
stem  (thyme  and  mint),  bark  (cinnamon),  wood  (cedar), 
flower-leaves  (rose,  lily,  jasmiD,  and  violet),  seeds  (anise  and 
caraway),  or  root  (iris).  Specialisation  is  exhibited  by  the 
orange-tree,  of  which  the  flowers  (neroli),  leaves  (petit- 
grain),  and  fruit-rind  (essential  oil  of  orange)  yield  different 
perfumes  ;  the  camphor-tree,  on  the  other  hand,  produces  the 
well-known  ketone  camphor  in  all  parts  of  the  system. 

The  essential  oils  are  mixtures,  containing  representatives 
of  many  chemical  groups,  of  which  the  hydrocarbons, 
alcohols,  aldehydes,  ketones,  and  esters  are  the  most  im- 
portant. They  are  isolated  from  the  vegetable  structures 
which  produce  them  by  four  methods — (1)  distillation;  (2) 
expression  ;  (3)  ir>  flowering  (enfleurage)  ;  (4)  maceration. 

The  growth  of  roses  for  the  production  of  rose  oil  is  most 
abundant  in  Arabia,  India,  Turkey,  and  Bulgaria,  and  within 
recent  years  has  been  introduced  into  Germany  by  Messrs. 
Schimmel  &  Co.  Turkish  rose  oil,  to  the  extent  of  80  per 
cent.,  consists  of  geraniol  and  citronellol  in  the  proportion 
of  3 : 1,  and  also  contains  a  stearoptene,  016H31.  Geraniol, 
C10H19O,  is  obtained  from  Indian  geranium  oil,  and  is  em- 
ployed in  adulterating  rose  oil ;  citronellol,  C10H20O,  is  derived 
from  citral,  the  aldehjdic  constituent  of  citronella  oil. 
German  rose  oil  contains  a  greater  proportion  of  stearoptene 
than  the  Turkish  essence. 

Camphor  oil  is  obtained  from  the  camphor-laurel, 
cultivated  in  Southern  China,  Hainan,  and  Formosa.  It 
contains,  in  addition  to  the  ketone  C10H,6O,  acetaldebyde, 
cineol,  dextropinene,  dipentene,  eugenol,  phellandrene,  and 
terpineol.  Borneol,  or  Borneo  camphor,  comes  from  North 
Borneo  and  North-West  Sumatra,  and  is  valued  by  the 
Chinese  much  more  highly  than  camphor. 

Peppermint  oil  contains  menthol  and  menthone,  alorjg 
with  limonene,  menthene,  and  pinene.  It  is  produced  by 
Mentha  Piperita,  which  is  largely  cultivated  in  Japan,  also  at 
Mitcham  (which  yields  the  best  oil),  and  Militz,  near 
Leipsic.  Menthol  is  separated  from  the  oil  by  centrif ugation 
or  by  chemical  methods ;  of  the  latter,  the  two  most  impor- 
tant are  (1)  conversion  of  the  menthol  into  the  hydrogen 
menthylic  ester  by  phthalic  anhydride,  and  (2)  removal  of 
the  menthone  in  the  form  of  oxime.  The  price  of  menthol 
has  fallen  from  60s.  per  lb.  in  1883  to  10s.  per  lb.  at  the 
present  time. 

Lavender  oil  varies  in  quality  so  widely  with  locality  that 
Mitcham  lavender  oil  is  worth  six  or  eight  times  as  much  as 
that  produced  in  the  South  of  France.  It  consists  mainly  of 
the  acetic  esters  of  geraniol  and  linalol,  of  which  the  latter 
is  the  chief  constituent  of  bergamot  oil. 

The  reproduction  df  natural  perfumes  by  synthetical 
methods  now  forms  an  important  industry,  which  is,  how- 
ever, the  growth  of  scarcely  more  than  twenty  years. 
Although  it  was  noticed  in  1759  that  amber  oil  with  nitric 
acid  gave  an  odour  of  musk,  Baur's  artificial  musks  (trinitro- 
pseudobutyltoluene  and  trinitro-pseudobutylxylene)  were 
patented  as  recently  as  1888.  It  is  noteworthy  that  the 
nitro-derivatives  of  pseudobutylbenzene  are  devoid  of  the 
odour  of  musk.  Artificial  musks  are  diluted  with  acetani- 
lide,  from  which  they  may  be  extracted  by  light  petroleum. 

*  Abslract  of  an  address  to  the  Chemical  Society  of  the  Goldsmiths' 
Institute,  New  Cross. 


The  characteristic  odour  of  Tonquin  beans  is  due  to 
coumarin — 
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—which  also  occurs  in  sweet  trefoil,  scented  woodruff 
and  Liatrix  odoratissima,  being  obtained  chiefly  from  the 
last,  which  is  collected  in  Virginia,  Oarolina,  and  Floiida. 
It  forms  the  basis  of  the  perfume  known  as  "  new-mown  hay." 

The  group  of  aromatic  aldehydes  comprises  many  artificial 
perfumes,  such  as  bitter-almond  (benzaldehyde),  cinnamon 
(cinnamic aldehyde), heliotrope (piperonaldehyde),  hawthorn 
(anisaldehyde),  hyacinth  (tolylaldehyde),  meadowsweet 
(salicylaldehyde),  and  vanilla  (vanillin). 

Benzaldehyde  is  obtained  from  the  amygdalin  of  apricot- 
kernels,  and  by  the  action  of  lead  nitrate  on  benzyl  and 
benzylidene  chlorides  ;  specimens  from  the  latter  source  are 
with  difficulty  obtained  free  from  chlorine,  even  after  purifi- 
cation by  the  sodium-bisulphite  method. 

Heliotropine,  or  synthetical  piperonaldehyde,  was  intro- 
duced commercially  in  1879,  and  since  1876  the  price  has 
fallen  from  about  4Z.  an  ounce  to  less  than  20s.  a  pound. 
The  aldehyde  is  obtained  by  oxidising  isosafrol.  the  product 
of  the  action  of  alcoholic  potash  on  safrol  derived  from 
camphor  oil ;  its  constitution  is  expressed  by  the  formula 

CH2<  >06H3-CHO. 

MK 

Vanillin  was  first  obtained  by  Tiemann  and  Haarmann  on 
oxidising  coniferin  and  coniferylic  alcohol;  it  is  now 
obtained  by  oxidisiog  isoeugenol,  derived  from  eugenol  by 
the  action  of  potash  in  amylic  alcohol,  and  has  the  constitu- 
tion— 

CH3Ov 

>C6H3'CHO. 
HO/ 

The  oxidation  of  isoeugenol  is  effected  either  with  potassium 
permanganate  or  by  means  of  ozonised  air. 

In  1893  Tiemann  and  Kriiger  isolated  the  odoriferous  con- 
stituent of  orris-root,  which  they  found  to  be  a  ketoue,  CI3H.,0O. 
They  called  it  irone,  and  attempted  to  synthesise  it  by  wn  fa- 
drawing  one  molecule  of  water  from  a  mixture  of  acetone, 
C3H60,  and  citral,  C10H1(iO ;  the  product,  however,  though 
having  the  formula  Ci3H,0O,  was  odourless,  and  they  gave  it 
the  name  pseudo-ionone.  Recognising  that  irone  is  a  ring- 
compound  and  pseudo-ionone  an  open  chain,  they  converted 
the  latter  into  a  ring-compound  by  dilute  sulphuric  acid, 
which  gave  rise  to  ionone,  an  isomeric  ketone,  having  thp 
characteristic  odour  of  violets,  and  differing  only  from  irone 
in  the  position  of  one  ethylene  linking. 


IRew  Books. 

Any  book  named  in  this  list  can  be  supplied  post-free  to  any 
part  of  the  world  on  receipt  of  the  published  price  by  the 
Publisher  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  42  Cannon 
Street,  London,  E.C. 

Beddow,  F.  First  Stage  Inorganic  Chemistry  (Practical). 
2nd  ed.    Crown  8vo.    Pp.  173.    Is.  (Clive.) 

Davis,  F.  Qualitative  Chemical  Analysis  and  Analytical 
Charts  for  Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical  Students.  84  x  84. 
Pp.  32. 

Hardin,  W.  L.  Bise  and  Development  of  Liquefaction  of 
Gases.    Crown  8vo.    6s.  (Macmillan.) 

Model  Answers  in  Mathematics,  London  Matric,  from  June, 
1893,  to  June,  1899.    Crown  8vo.    Pp.  176.    2s.  (Clive.) 

Saunder,  C.  S.  Bio-Chemic  Treatment  of  Disease.  Crowu  8vo. 
Is.  net.    (Gay  &  B.) 

Smith,  J.  W.  Handy-book  of  Law  of  Joint-stock  Companies 
under  Companies  Acts,  1862  to  1890  :  Directions  for  Forming 
Company.  25th  thousand.  7A,  x  4£.  Pp.  204.  Is.  6d.  net. 
(E.  Wilson.) 

Walker,  J.  Introduction  to  Physical  Chemistry.  9  x  5,4. 
Pp.  346.    lCs.  net.  (Macmillan.) 

Young,  L.  T.  Carlsbad  Treatment  for  Tropical  and  Digestive 
Ailments:  How  to  Carry  it  Out  Anywhere.  Kev.  ed.  7£  x  4J. 
Pp.  234.    6s.  (Thacker.) 
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©Nervations  ano  IReflectfons. 

By  Xbayseb 


Copybight  in  Speeches.— The  interesting  claim  put  for- 
ward by  the  Times  to  copyright  in  the  reports  of  the  speeches 
which  it,  pays  for  and  publishes  may  remind  some  of  the  very 
old  members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  a  curious 
episode  in  its  early  history.    A  paper  called  The  Chemical 
Record  and  Drvg  Price- current  was  published  weekly  from 
Saturday,  July  19,  1851,  till  August  21, 1852.  It  was  priced  at 
5d.,  and  generally  contained  about  sixteen  quarto  pages  of 
literary  matter  and  four  pages  of  advertisements.  The 
editorship  was  stated  to  be  in  the  hands  of  a  chemist,  a  patent- 
solicitor,  and  a  London  broker,  and  the  publisher  was  Mr. 
Richard  Ratcliffe  Pond,  of  17  Upper  Wellington  Street, 
Strand.     Reports  of  scientific  lectures  were  a 'feature  of 
the  publication,  and  among  these  the  course  on  materia 
medica  to  be  given  by  Dr.  Pereira  at  Bloomsbury  Square 
was  promised.    A  professional  shorthand  writer  was  sent 
to  the  first,  but,  his  fee  for  admission  as  a  student  being 
refused,  the  reports — very  good  ones — were  obtained  by 
some  other  method.    The  Professor  was  very  indignant, 
and  great  efforts  seem  to  have  been  made  unsuccessfully 
to  discover  the  agent  of  the  piracy.    In  November,  1851, 
the  lectures  were  suspended  altogether,  but  an  appeal, 
signed  by  all  the  students,  assuring  the  lecturer  of  their 
sympathy  and  innocence,  brought  the  Doctor  back  to  the 
rostrum.     The  lectures  were  recommenced — so  were  the 
reports.    The  latter  were  continued  nearly,  but  not  quite,  to 
the  end  of  the  session.    In  February  they  became  very  brief, 
and  in  March  they  ceased  altogether.    It  would  appear  that 
towards  the  last  the  culprit  was  discovered  and  suppressed 
Why  Dr.  Pereira  did  not  take  the  legal  proceedings  which 
he  threatened  I  cannot  say.    The  law  then  as  now  provided 
a  very  simple  means  whereby  a  lecturer  may  acquire  the 
copyright  in  his  discourses.    The  Copyright  Act  of  5  &  6 
Will.  IV.,  c.  65,  protects  lectures  if  at  least  two  days  before 
their  delivery  their  author  gives  written  notice  of  his  claim 
to  two  Justices  of  the  Peace  liviDg  within  five  miles  of  the 
place  of  delivery. 

*  *  *  * 

Db.  Phbbiba,  who  at  that  time  enjoyed  a  reputation  as 
the  leading  authority  on  materia  medica  and  therapeutics, 
died  at  the  early  age  of  49,  six  months  after  the  journal  to 
which  he  had  been  an  involuntary  contributor  had  ceased 
to  exist.  The  principal  ground  of  justification  for  the 
annexation  of  his  lectures  put  forward  by  the  Chemical 
Record  was  that  he  was  paid  two  hundred  guineas  per 
session  for  his  course  of  fifty  lectures,  and  that  only  a  very 
limited  section  of  the  subscribers  benefited  from  them. 
There  was  evidently  some  complaining  among  the  provincial 
subscribers  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  Some  thought 
Pereira's  lecture*  ought  to  be  published  in  the  Society's 
Journal,  but  the  professor  would  not  consent  to  that.  This 
gave  the  opportunity  to  the  rival  paper. 

*  *  *  * 

Jacob  Bell  and  all  that  he  represented  were  ercely 
attacked  in  this  Chemical  Record.  His  journal  was  con- 
temptuously reviewed  almost  monthly,  and  floods  of  righteous 
invective  were  lavished  upon  him  as  a  Member  of  Parliament. 
Concerning  his  Pharmacy  Bill  (the  measure  which  became 
the  Act  of  1852),  it  was  stated  "there  is  much  difference  of 
opinion  ;  in  fact  the  drug  public  are  not  at  this  moment 
inclined  to  look  with  favour  on  any  measure  emanating  from 
the  Member  for  St.  Albans,  whose  past  electioneering 
history   has   been   productive    of    so    much  unenviable 


discussion."  The  Bill  itself  was  temperately  discussed. 
It  was  argued  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  had  not 
proved  its  representative  character,  and  that  therefore 
it  ought  not  to  be  authorised  by  statute  to  grant  certificates 
to  those  who  would  be  practically  only  its  own  pupils.  The 
editor  charitably  attributed  Mr.  Bell's  electioneering - 
obliquities  to  "  an  undue  development  of  vanity  acting  upon 
an  ill-regulated,  half-educated,  and  naturally  shallow  en- 
dowment of  mind."  It  may  be  useful  to  future  historians 
of  British  pharmacy  to  know  that  in  the  issue  of  this 
Chemical  Record  for  December  20,  1851,  a  well-executed 
portrait  of  Jacob  Bell  was  published.  Though  slightly 
caricatured,  it  is  said  to  have  been  a  good  likeness.  It 
accompanied  a  rather  stupid  and  unfriendly  report  of  a 
lecture  which  Mr.  Bell  delivered  to  the  Society  of  Arts  on 
"The  Pharmaceutical  Products  of  the  Great  Exhibition." 

An  Indignant  M.P.S.,  who  had  "  served  several  years  on 
the  Council,"  wrote  in  October,  1851,  to  this  Chemical  Record 
complaining  that  "  every  member  of  the  Council  is  nomi- 
nated, or  feels  that  he  is  only  in  office  by  the  sufferance  of 
Mr.  Bell,  and  that  every  paid  officer  of  the  Society,  from  the 
lecturers  down  to  the  porter,  is  a,  protege  of  that  gentleman." 
He  went  on  to  say  that  if  a  man  of  independent  spirit  should 
accidentally  become  elected  to  the  Council,  he  "soon  finds 
that  he  has  mistaken  his  vocation  in  this  Council  of  jobbers 
and  toad-eaters.  His  aspirations  for  good  and  elevated 
purposes  meet  with  no  sympathising  response.  Every  ques- 
tion turns  upon  the  interest  of  the  paid  and  unpaid  officials. 
He  soon  discovers  that,  though  amongst  them,  he  is  not  one 
of  them,  for  there  are  confidences  and  cogitations  with 
reference  to  the  affairs  of  the  Society  in  which  he  is  not 
permitted  to  partake  "  ;  and  these,  it  was  intimated,  took  place 
amid  more  congenial  surroundings  than  those  of  the  Council- 
chamber. 

*  *  *  * 

Abtipicial  Indiabubbeb — If  "Velvril"  (C.  $  B., 
November  11,  1899,  page  788)  should  fulfil  its  inventor's 
anticipations,  it  has  a  great  future  before  it.  An  article 
which  sells  to  the  extent  of  15  000  OOOZ.-worth  annually  is 
worth  imitating.  A  letter  was  published  in  a  recent  number 
of  the  Spectator  from  the  Duke  of  Gandolfi,  who  stated 
that  shortly  before  the  death  of  Mr.  Alfred  Nobel  that 
famous  chemist  had  shown  him  (the  Duke)  specimens  of 
artificial  indiarubber  which  he  had  made,  and  which  he 
asked  him  to  examine  by  the  side  of  similar  articles 
(tobacco-pouches,  elastic  rings,  &c).  The  Duke  testifies 
that  the  only  difference  he  could  observe  between  the 
samples  was  that  the  artificial  rubber  was  tougher  than 
the  genuine  article.  Mr.  Nobel  said  there  was  a  larger 
fortune  to  be  made  out  of  this  invention  than  he  and  his 
friends  had  made  out  of  dynamite.  But  it  is  supposed  that 
he  carried  his  secret  with  him  to  the  grave. 

x  *  *  # 

Postponed  Fibe. — The  Duke  of  Gandolfi  further  states 
that  at  that  same  interview  Mr.  Nobel  showed  him 
another  thing  be  had  invented,  but  which  he  said  he 
would  never  reveal,  because  it  might  do  much  injury. 
He  took  some  grey  stuff  out  of  a  tin  box,  poured  on  it  a  few 
drops  of  liquid  out  of  a  small  bottle,  and  then  touched  with 
the  compound  a  towel  and  an  old  coat.  "  Now,"  he  said, 
"  in  one  hour  this  towel  and  this  old  coat  will  take  fire." 
The  articles  were  hung  on  a  chair  in  the  garden,  and  the 
men  conversed  on  other  things;  but  when  the  hour  had 
expired  Mr.  Nobel  said,  "  It  is  time;  come  and  look,"  and 
five  minutes  later  the  two  articles  were  blazing  furiously. 
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*   "SANITAS"  ^ 

EMBROCATION 

In  bottles  to  retail  at 

Scl.,     1/-,     Eix&cl  2/6. 

"SANITAS" 

AND  OTHER 

DISINFECTANTS 

SULPHUR  FUMIGATING  CANDLES  (Kingzett's  Patents) 

6d.,  9d.,  and  1/-  each. 
PRESERVED  PEROXIDE    OF  HYDROGEN 

(Kingzett's  Patent). 
MOTH  PAPER,  BLOCKS  AND  CRYSTALS. 
WEED  DESTROYER,  &c,  &e. 

THE  SANITAS  CO.,  LIMITED,  BETHNAL  GREEN,  LONDON. 

^     and  636-642  W.  55  Street,  NEW  YORK.  ^ 


JEWSBURY  &  BROWN'S 


BY  ROYAL 
WARRANT  OF 
APPOINTMENT 


TO  HER 
MAJESTY 

ye 

''is  ^   THE  QUEEN. 


TABLE  WATERS 


ARDWICK  GREEN,  MANCHESTER. 


C3S-.  3VEXJ^i:^"OR3D 


No.  1  Fineet  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

1  J$/cwt. 
17/  cwt. 

Finest  Pure 
STARCH  POWDER 

No.  2  Pare 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

No.  1  Finest  Light  Pure 
PRECIPITATED  CHA'LK' 

Best  Cleaned 
LINSEED  (TEAi 

1  7/ Cwt. 

No.  2  Pure 
PRECIPITATED  CHALH 

No.  1  Finest  Pure 
FULLER'S  EARTH 
(Light  Colour) 

15/  cwt. 

Finest  Levigated 
"WHITE  EARTH" 
(Toilet  purposes). 

Finest 
TART  ACID 

Lcwst-Cur. 
Prices 

Finest  Pure 
TOILET  OATMEAL,  SPECIAL, 

Finest  Pure 
LIQUORICE  JUICE 

10  £ 

Finest 
ARROWROOT 

18/cfu 


25/ 


cwt.  I 


21  /  cwt.  i 
18/ cwt. 
32/^ 


9 


cwt. 
lb. 


CARRIAGE  PAID  to  Railway  Stations  within  200  miles  of  London  | 
(or  allowance  made  for  distances  beyond)  on  a  total  weight  of  112  lbs.  I 
and  upwards  of  above  articles.  Smaller  parcels  delivered  free  on  rail] 
Tjondon  at  above  prices. 


HORLICK'S 

MALTED  MILK 


FOR 


Our  New  Illustrated  Booklet,  "LITTLE  MISS  MUFFET," charma 
all  who  see  it.  Send  Trade  Card  and  ask  fop  supply. 


34    FARRINGDON    ROAD  B.C. 


66 


99 


Tan  be  obtained  from  all  Chemists, 
Grocers,  &c,  is  4-oz.  Tins, 
price  Is. 


|8«P 

Oan  be 
obtained    from  all 
Chemists,  Grocers,  Ac,  in  4-oz. 
Tins,  price  Is. 
SOLD  WHOLESALE  BT 

.  NELSON,  DALE  &  CO.,  Ld. 

14  DOWCATE  HILL,  LONDON,  E.G. 


WILCOX  &  CO., 

S3  Mortimer  Street,  LONDON,  W. 

WHOLESALE  IMPORTERS 
OF    PHARMACEUTICAL  SPECIALITIES. 


FKH*«f 

PROPRIETARY  MEOICINES 


ORDERS    PROMPTLY    EXECUTED       LOWEST  PRICES 


PATENTS,    DESIGNS,  AND 
TRADE  MARKS. 

Searches  effected  through  the  Classified  Volumes  of 
the  Society  at  reasonable  charges.  Registrations 
throughout  the  world.  Advice  as  to  infringements 
preliminary  to  litigation. 

TRADE  MARK  PROTECTION  SOCIETY, 

1  FURNIVAL  STREET,  E.C. 


PATENTS  AND  TRADE  MARKS. 

There  are  many  worrying  difficulties  to  be  overcome  in  connection 
with  the  Registration  of  Trade  Marks  and  the  grant  of  Letters  Patent, 
which  members  of  the  Retail  and  Wholtsale  Drug  Trade  can  avoid  by 
consulting  an  efficient  agent,  who  would  undertake  all  the  trouble  for 
an  inclusive  fee  and  obtain  protection  in  the  United  Kingdom  and 
abroad.   Advice  in  the  first  instance  free. 

REGINALD  W.  BARKER. 

56  Ludgate  Hill,  London. 


"  Trifles  make  perfection,  but  perfection  is  no  trifle." 
P^g^  //  you  aim  at  perfection,  use 

Fletchers'  Concentrated  Liquors 


Eoitorial  Comments. 


Pharmaceutical  Unrest. 

Nothing  disastrous  is  likely  to  happen  to  British  pharmacy 
if  we  leave  the  company-question  in  abeyance  for  a  week. 
Some  say  that  the  question  has  reached  its  present  acute 
stage  through  persistent  agitation.  Maybe ;  but  that  is 
generally  how  reforms  come  about.  It  is  only  when 
grievances  are  genuine  that  agitation  precipitates  events ; 
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for  it  is  the  same  in  the  political  world  as  it  is  in  the 
physical — centrifugal  force,  otherwise  agitation,  separates 
suspended  material  from  emulsive  mixtures,  but  if  there  is 
nothirjg  in  suspension  agitation  is  fruitless.  At  the  present 
stage  of  the  company-controversy  the  fact  is  worth  noting 
that  the  spirit  of  unrest  within  our  borders  is  not  purely 
indigenous;  it  seems  common  to  Europe — indeed,  there  is 
no  civilised  country  in  the  world  where  there  is  not  at 
present  some  movement  in  pharmacy  similar  to  that  which 
is  affectiDg  us.  From  St.  Petersburg  in  the  East  to  St. 
Louis  in  the  West  pharmacy  is  in  a  state  of  ferment,  and  never 
in  the  history  of  the  art  has  discontent  been  so  openly  and 
simultaneously  expressed  as  it  is  now.  This  is  surely  not 
without  significance,  and  we  may  get  some  practical  lessons 
from  consideration  of  what  is  happening  elsewhere.  Begin- 
ning at  St.  Petersburg,  as  the  expression  of  Russian  phar- 
macy, we  find  that  chemists'  assistants  there,  after  a  period 
of  agitation  in  regard  to  tbeir  conditions  of  employment, 
have  succeeded  in  getting  some  amelioration,  for  in  a  few 
pharmacies  the  number  of  assistants  has  been  increased  so 
as  to  provide  greater  leisure  for  all,  and  one  bold  reformer 
has  doubled  his  staff  of  assistants,  thus  getting  the  day's 
work  done  in  relays.  The  salaries  remain  as  they  were. 
This  in  bureaucratic  Russia  is  a  great  advance. 

In  Sweden — which,  like  most  continental  countries,  groans 
under  the  burden  of  pharmacy-monopolies — there  i3  an 
agitation  for  the  abolition  of  the  system,  or  at  least  for 
greater  freedom  of  trade,  so  that  qualified  pharmacists  may 
be  able  to  start  in  business  at  an  earlier  age.  Under  the 
present  conditions  men  can  seldom  get  an  apotheke  before 
they  are  40,  and  the  majority  of  pharmacists  are  anxious 
that  the  Government  should  permit  more  go-ahead  condi- 
tions. So  far,  the  Conservative  instincts  of  officials  have 
not  encouraged  this  agitation,  and  meanwhile  our  confreres 
there  are  much  worried.  The  Bulgarian  reformers  have  been 
somewhat  more  successful  in  an  agitation  to  break  down  the 
pharmaceutical-monopoly  system,  for  a  new  decree  has  just 
come  into  force  forbidding  pharmacists  to  lease  their  busi- 
nesses. It  seems  to  have  been  the  practice  there  that  a  man 
who  secured  a  monopoly — that  is,  the  right  to  conduct  a 
pharmacy — after  he  had  made  what  he  could  out  of  it 
would  sell  the  right  to  another.  A  Government  which  is 
none  too  rich  has  anticipated  events  by  securing  the 
reversion  for  itself. 

The  condition  of  pharmacy  in  Austria  is  at  present  exceed- 
ingly acute,  owing  to  the  agitation  of  assistants  for  better 
pay,  shorter  hours,  and  more  liberty.  The  fact  that  the 
agitation  is  tinged  with  Socialism  does  not  make  it  less 
serious.  Austria  is  the  most  severely  monopolistic  country 
in  the  world  in  regard  to  pharmacy.  The  official  regula- 
tions for  the  education  and  registration  of  pharmacists  and 
keeping  open  shop  are  exceedingly  stringent,  and  the 
limitation  of  the  number  of  pharmacies  is  so  protective  that 
public  requirements  have  had  to  be  met  by  a  lower  class 
of  shopkeepers,  called  druggists,  who  deal  in  every  simple 
remedy  and  medicinal  requirement  not  restricted  by  law 
to  the  apotheker.  The  druggists  have  so  well  fulfilled 
Llieir  function  that  they  arc  rapidly  becoming  a  more 
useful,  a,s  well  as  a  more  powerful,  body  than  the  apothekers, 
who  now  find  it  exceedingly  difficult  to  make  both  ends 
meet,  for  the  monopolies  are  expensive,  trade  is  shrinking, 
and  the  stringent  educational  arrangements  are  forcing  up 
the  salaries  of  assistants  as  well  as  reducing  their  number. 

In  Germany  a  nearly  similar  condition  of  things  prevails, 
but  there  the  resemblance  to  the  state  of  affairs  in  Britain  is 
somewhat  closer.  Although  we  have  not  restriction  and 
monopolies  we  have  what  German  pharmacists  also  have 
to  contend  with— exceedingly  keen  competitors.    We  have 


occasionally  referred  during  the  past  few  months  to  pro- 
posals made  in  German  pharmaceutical  circles  for  the 
amelioration  of  the  distress  brought  about  by  this  com- 
petition, and  the  remedy  which  in  the  long  run  is  likely 
to  be  adopted  is  tha*-.  of  free  trade    in  pharmacy— a 
Hahnemannian  remedy,  but  a  needful  one.    The  time,  how 
ever,  seems  somewhat  distant  when  German  apothekers  and 
druggists  will  meet  together  in  harmony  and  rival  each 
other  in  trade,  but  a  step  towards  the  pipularising  of  the 
higher  grade    is   now  under  consideration.     At  present 
all  who  enter  German  pharmacy  with  the  view  of  taking  the 
diploma  of  apotheker  have  to  show  proficiency  in  six  school 
subjects,  including   Latin ;   then  they  serve  three  years 
apprenticeship,  followed  by  three  years  as  assistant,  and 
finish  off  with  a  year  and  a  half  at  a  university,  pass  the 
State  examination,  and  get  tbeir  diplomas  as  apothekers. 
This  rather  severe  curriculum  is  found  to  limit  the  en- 
trances too  severely,  and  it  is  proposed  to  modify  it  by 
adding  one  subject  to  the  elementary  requirements,  reducing 
the  apprenticeship  stage  to  two  years,  making  the  university 
curriculum  two  years,  and  following  that  with  two  years 
as  an  assistant  before  entering  for  the  State  examination. 
This,  it  will  be  seen,  is  a  quick-polish  remedy.  German 
pharmacy  also  exhibits  all  the  disadvantages  of  Government 
protection.     For  example,  apothekers  have  to  keep  their 
shops  open  all  Sunday,  and  this  is  felt  so  keenly  that  an 
agitation  is  now  on  foot  to  petition  the  Government  for  a 
church-going  space   on  the  Sabbath-day,  and  although 
that  day  is  the  busiest  one  for  country  apothekers  they  have 
actually  initiated  the  movement.    One  of  the  most  privileged 
possessions  of  the  free-trading  pharmacists  of  this  country  is 
that  they  may  charge  what  they  like  for  the  medicines  they 
compound  ;  not  so  our  German  brother,  to  whom  night  is  as 
day.    He  cannot  charge  a  night-fee,  and,  probably  with  that 
Black  Forest  incident  of  Kaiser  Wilhelm  in  recollection,  a 
petition  is  now  being  promoted  for  the  imposition  of  a  night- 
fee  of  6d.  for  any  service  rendered  by  apothekers  beyond  the 
tariff  rates.   All  these  matters  are  being  as  warmly  discussed 
in  Germany  just  now  as  the  company-question  is  with  us. 

In  the  Latin  parts  of  Europe  agitation  is  also  brisk. 
Italy  wants  pharmaceutical  reform,  and  Spanish  pharmacists 
urgently  demand  amelioration  of  their  conditions.  Things 
are  so  bad  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Societies  suggest  that  the 
number  of  pharmacies  should  be  limited  to  one  for  every 
5,000  inhabitants,  and  that  there  should  be  two  grades, 
similar  to  those  existing  in  Germacy  and  in  Ireland — 
namely,  a  class  of  pharmacists  to  whom  would  be  entrusted 
the  manufacture  of  galenical  preparations  and  the  com- 
pounding of  prescriptions,  and  a  second  class  of  lower 
educational  standard  who  would  act  as  retailers  of  drugs. 
It  is  also  suggested  that  the  sale  of  mineral  waters  and 
proprietary  articles  should  be  restricted  to  pharmacists. 
Things  are  rather  quiet  in  French  pharmacy,  excepting 
that  the  "cutting"  evil  is  sapping  into  the  vitals  of  the 
trade,  and  in  spite  of  all  that  keen  pharmacists  can  do  it 
goes  on  unretarded.  One  party  feels  that  the  only  remedy 
will  be  a  more  stringent  Pharmacy  Act,  but  French  pharma- 
cists have  some  difficulty  in  making  up  their  minds  as  to 
what  they  want. 

We  wonder  how  all  this  will  work  out  ten  years  hence. 
In  reading  the  records  of  pharmaceutical  controversy  during 
the  past  twenty  years,  nothing  is  more  striking  than  the  fact 
that  events  have  falsified  most  of  the  prophecies  which  were 
regarded  as  realities  when  they  were  uttered.  Thus  Mr 
Proctor's  dictum  that  the  problem  of  his  day  was  to  make 
one  pharmacist  grow  where  two  got  a  living  has  been 
answered  inversely — there  are  two  now  where  there  was 
one  ;  at  least,  we  are  getting  on  that  way. 
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Headaches. 

At  the  recent  meeting  of  the  British  Medical  Association  at 
Portsmouth,  one  of  the  most  interesting  discussions,  from 
the  pharmacists'  point  of  view,  was  on  "  Headaches  and 
their  Treatment."     Dr.  Lauder  Brunton  led  it  off  in  his 
usual  interesting  way,  and  we  take  the  discussion  as  an 
opportunity  for  some  remarks  on  this  most  common  of  all 
human  complaints.    By  headache  is  generally  meant  a 
more  or  less  diffuse  pain  in  the  head.    Brain-tissue  when 
subjected  to  direct  irritaiion  gives  rise  to  no  feeling  of 
pain.    This  sensation  can  only  be  appreciated  when  the 
stimulus  causing  it  is  applied  to  peripheral  nerves.  The 
first  indication  for  treatment,  therefore,  in  any  case  of 
headache  is  to  exclude  the  more  common  peripheral  cause. 
This  may  be  found  in  the  teeth,  in  the  ears,  or  eyes,  or 
other  adjacent  structures.    As  examples  we  may  note  that 
the  school  headache  of  children  is  frequently  due  to  eye- 
strain, the  appropriate  treatment  of  spectacles  adjusted  to 
the  short-sight  or  other  condition  causing  the  strain  at 
once  relieving  the  headaches ;  or  we  may  take  the  usual 
frontal  headache  so  common  in  winter,  which  is  generally 
due  to  catarrh  of  the  nasal  mucous  membrane,  hence  the 
value  of  menthol  and  other  applications.    Dr.  Brunton 
pointed  out  that  two  factors  are  necessary  for  the  produc- 
tion of  headache — (1)  a  general  condition  due  to  imperfect 
or  disordered  nutrition  ;  (Z)  a  local  condition  which  deter- 
mines that  headache  should  result  and  not  pain  elsewhere, 
as  in  the  intestines.    Headaches  are  roughly  classified  into 
three  groups — (1)  those  due  to  organic  disease ;  (2)  those 
due  to  toxines ;  (3)  those  known  as  migraine.    The  first 
group  needs  little  mention  here.    It,includes  cases  of  brain- 
tumour  and  other  growths.    The  pain,  which  is  frequently 
intense,  is  probably  due  to  pressures  on  peripheral  nerves  in 
the  fibrous  structures  which  support  the  brain.    The  only 
drugs  which  mitigate  it  are  those  of  the  iodine  group,  of 
which  iodide  of  potassium  is  the  best,  and  they  act  by  pro- 
moting absorption.    The  second  group,  headaches  due  to 
toxines,  is  large  and  interesting.  Toxines  are  morbid  products 
which  are  produced  in  the  course  of  many  diseases,  as  in 
rheumatism,  gout,  and  chronic  Bright's  disease.  Neuras- 
thenic headaches  and  those  occurring  in  anremia  or  from 
constipation  are  included  amongst  the  toxine  headaches. 
They  are  all  due  to  a  faulty  chemistry  somewhere  in  the  body. 
A  consideration  of  the  "  bilious  headache  "  enables  us  to 
understand  this  group.     During  the  process  of  diges- 
tion toxines  are  produced  in  the  intestinal  canal.  One 
of   the   functions    of    the  liver  is  to  act  as  a  sieve 
to    prevent    this     deleterious    matter    from  entering 
the  general  circulation.    Many  of  the  toxines  are  broken 
up,  and  as  innocuous  substances  pass  into  the  blood  to 
be  excreted  by  the  kidneys.    Others,  however,  are  excreted 
with  the  bile  into  the  intestinal  canal,  from  which  they  may 
again  be  absorbed.    A  circle  of  absorption,  elimination,  and 
reabsorption  is  thus  produced,  leading  to  a  gradual  increase 
of  the  poison  in  the  bile.    Overwork,  worry,  a  chill,  or,  as 
one  of  the  medical  debaters  pointed  out,  a  change  to  the  sea- 
side, may  be  sufficient  to  cause  the  bile  to  become  absorbed 
into  the  blood-stream,  carrying  with  it  the  morbid  toxine 
which  produces  the  headache.    The  treatment  in  such  cases 
is  evident.    It  is  to  produce  a  free  flow  of  bile  into  the 
intestinal  canal,  and  thence  to  clear  it  out  by  giving  a  chola- 
gogue  and  a  cathartic — the  popular  blue  pill  and  black 
draught.    Salicylate  of  sodium,  which  does  well  in  many 
rases  of  headache,  is  a  powerful  cholagogue.    Ia  those  cases 
where  the  toxine  has  a  "  specific"  antidote,  this  drug  would 
be  the  best  treatment.    Quinine  is  the  most  useful  drug  in 
malarial  headache. 


The  third  group,  migraine- headaches,  are  in  some  ways 
the  most  instructive.  In  migraine  there  is  spasm  of  the 
blood-vessels,  producing  contraction.  This  spasm  naturally 
causes  the  pain  of  the  headache,  and  it  may  affect  the 
vessels  supplying  the  brain.  Fig  1  shows  the  functions  of 
the  various  areas  of  the 
brain- surface,  and  fig.  2 
shows  the  blood-supply 
to  these  areas.  It  will  be 
seen  that  to  a  large 
extent  each  area  is 
nourished  by  a  different 
twig  of  the  large  artery 
which  is  named  the 
middle  cerebral  artery. 
Spasm  by  diminishing  m&  L_Showing  the  functions  of  the 
the  nourishment  to  any  various  areas  of  the  brain, 
area  causes  an  irritability 

of  its  function.  Suppose  that  branch  p,  which  supplies 
the  visual  area,  becomes  contracted,  then  the  person  so 
affected  would  appear  to  see  flashes  of  light,  coloured  rings 
round  flames,  or  lines  might  appear  zigzag,  from  the  function 
of  the  area  being  perverted.  Similarly  the  branch  marked 
g  might  cause  singing  in  the  ears  ;  branch  A  would  interfere 

with  the  speech.  Dr. 
Brunton  fancifully 
suggests  that  when 
our  grandparents  saw 
fairies  they  were  suf- 
fering from  migraine 
affecting  F,  and  when 
they  heard  their  silver 
bells  branch  G  was 
also  affected.  Turn- 
ing to  treatment,  we 
havealready  indicated 
how  certain  drugs  act, 
but  others  have  to  be  considered.  The  pain,  as  we  have 
seen,  starts  at  the  periphery.  The  fibres  along;  which  this 
sensation  passes  to  the  brain  ran  into  the  spinal  cord  and 
travel  upwards  somewhere  round  its  central  canal.  It  is 
here  that  the  group  of  remedies  including  antipyrin,  anti- 
febrin,  and  phenacetin,  act.  They  spread  the  sensation  as  it 
passes  up  the  cord.  They,  so  to  speak,  open  sluices  which 
drain  off  the  pain-current  before  it  reaches  the  brain.  One 
thing  is  necessary  for  their  action — they  must  be  absorbed. 
It  is  a  popular  belief  that  one  of  the  first  effects  of  a 
headache  is  to  cause  the  stomach  to  "  stop  working."  The 
remedies  should  therefore  be  taken  before  the  pain  is  fully 
developed.  This  explains  why  the  belief  in  these  "head- 
ache-powders "  is  greater  in  the  lay  mind  than  in  the  medical 
profession,  as  a  doctor  is  rarely  called  to  treat  an  incipient 
headache.  Caffeine,  and  to  a  certain  extent  also  nux  vomica 
and  strychnine,  has  a  somewhat  similar  action.  When  these 
remedies  fail,  resource  must  be  had  to  those  substances  which 
act  directly  on  the  nerve-cells  of  the  brain,  to  the  great  group 
of  narcotics,  such  as  cannabis  indica,  chloral,  and  morphine 
— extreme  remedies  which  it  is  not  our  place  to  deal  with. 


Fig.  2. 


-Showing  the  blood-supply  to 
the  areas  in  fig.  1. 
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registration  of  the  company  have  become 
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The  company  is  formed  with  a  capital  of 
uite  businesses  the  stated  value  of  which  is 
Is,  (exclusive  of  goodwill),  but  only  11,0002. 
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is  now  offered  for  public  subscription.  The  businesses  of 
Messrs.  Morris  Banks  &  Co.,  wholesale  and  retail  druggists, 
Bull  Ring,  Birmingham  (of  which  Mr.  W.  Jones,  formerly  Presi- 
dent of  the  P.A.T.A ,  is  the  proprietor),  and  of  Messrs.  F.  H. 
Prosser  &  Oo ,  chemists  and  drysalters,  Spring  Hill,  Birming- 
ham, are  well  known.  Mr.  F.  H.  Prosser,  the  head  of  the 
latter  concern,  is  a  pharmaceutical  chemist.  Both  these 
businesses  have  a  distinct  market  value,  and  the  prospectus 
gives  the  valuer's  price  of  their  stocks  and  fixtures — viz , 
5.445Z.  Is.  But  they  are  to  be  joined  with  a  third  concern — 
to  wit,  the  wholesale  business  of  the  Midland  Apothecaries' 
Company  (Limited),  now  in  liquidation,  the  value  of  which 
has  to  be  conjectured,  "  owing  to  the  fact  that  it  was  pur- 
chased from  the  liquidator."  However,  the  purchase-price 
of  the  lot  has  been  fixed  at  9  2501.,  half  in  shares  and  half  in 
cash,  which  will  provide  a  balance  of  l,750Z.£to  go  on  with. 
It  appears  from  the  prospectus  that  ^this  Jcash'Jis  wanted, 
amongst  other  things,  to  extend  the  sale  iof  the  various 
specialities  of  the  firm,  which  we  gather  from  a  handsomely- 
printed  pamphlet  circulated  with  the  prospectus  are : — 

Bank's  Cough-emulsion  for  child  and  adults. 

Prosser's  Standard  Quinine,  Iron,  and  Malt  Tonic. 

Eucalturp  Disinfecting-fluid. 

The  M.A.C.  Standard  Health-salt. 

Dr.  Mellor's  Malted  Food. 

The  M.A.C.  Emulsion  of  Pure  Cod  liver  Oil. 

Milk-sterilisers. 

Balfour's  Skin-soap. 

The  M.A.C.  Hair-restorer. 

The  M.A.C.  Arnica  Embrocation. 

The  M.A.C.  Standard  Blood-purifier. 

Banks's  Cloudy  Ammonia. 

Dr.  Johnson's  Digestive  Pills. 

We  commend  this  list  to  the  trade  as  an  admirable 
example  of  the  kind  of  thing  upon  which  1,750/.  may  be 
profitably  spent ;  and  as  in  future  there  is  likely  to  be  a  great 
deal  more  company-promoting  in  pharmacy,  it  is  well  that 
chemists  should  nurse  a  good  list  of  specialities.  Bat  they 
must  reckon  upon  fome  criticism.  The  title  to  this  note  is 
supplied  by  the  Financial  News,  which  mercilessly  chaffs 
the  promoters  of  the  Midland  Apothecaries  (Limited).  The 
following  are  the  more  cogent  passages  of  our  contem- 
porary's remarks : — 

The  prospectus  says  that  the  directors  "feel  justified  in  assum- 
ing that  under  their  guidance  the  wholesale  department  will  earn 
fair  profits,  that  considerable  advantages  will  accrue  from  the 
buying  for  the  three  businesses,  and  that  other  contemplated 
economies  will  ensure  good  dividends.  The  vendors  have  entered 
into  an  agreement  with  the  company  guaranteeing  shareholders, 
being  registered  medical  practitioners  and  chemists,  a  minimum 
dividend  of  Ik  per  cent,  for  the  first  three  years,  provided  their 
accounts  amount  annually  to  10  per  cent,  of  their  holding." 
Attention  will  be  attracted  to  the  very  qualified  nature  of  the 
opening  statement.  The  directors  "  feel  justified  in  assuming  " 
that  the  wholesale  branch  will  earn  "fair  profits."  They  are  not 
sure  it  will  do  so,  and  even  their  assumption  is  only  justified  by  it 
being  "  under  their  guidance."  The  inference  is  that  the  position 
is  such  that  only  the  special  abilities  of  the  directors — which  the 
public  must  take  on  trust — can  do  justice  to  it.  Again,  what  are 
"  fair  profits  "  '.'    Why  do  not  the  directors  give  some  figures  '?. 

More  extraordinary  still  is  the  latter  part  of  the  paragraph. 
The  vendors  guarantee  to  medical  practitioners  who  become 
shareholders  7£  per  cent.,  "  provided  their  accounts  amount 
annually  to  10  per  cent,  of  their  holding."  This  is  the  intro- 
duction of  a  species  of  "  tied-house  "  system,  which  has  been 
said  to  bo  objectionable  in  the  licensed  trade,  but  will  be  a 
thousand  tiiucH  worse  when  applied  to  doctors'  prescriptions. 
What  a  pleasant  prospect  for  the  shareholders,  if  they  receive 
no  dividends  in  the  first  three  years,  to  know  that  the  medical 
members  among  them  are  receiving  7J  per  cent!  However,  it  any 
doctors  are  inclined  to  take  this  chance  they  might  ascertain  who 
guarantees  the  vendors. 

Our  contemporary  is  generally  sound  in  regard  to  financial 
matters,  but  its  notions  of  medical  and  pharmaceutical 
affairs  betray  it  into  the  mistake  that  the  Midland  Apothe- 
caries offer  a  percentage  on  prescriptions,  whereas  the  com- 
pany merely  guarantees  that  if  "  registered  medical  practi- 


tioners and  chemists  "  invest  100Z.  in|the  company  and  buy 
101.  worth  of  drugs  a  year,  they  will  get  11.  10s.  back  as 
interest  on  their  investment.  It  is  a  clever  scheme  but 
lacks  continuity,  and  it  would  be  better  if  the  dividend 
increased  with  the  amount  of  the  purchases.  There  is  no 
inducement  for  ariyone  holding  10OZ.  to  buy  more  than 
101.  worth  of  goods  per  year.  Surely  the  Midland 
Apothecaries  could  afford  to  give  10  per  cent,  dividend 
to  the  man  who  buys  2.01.  worth,  and  so  on  in  pro- 
portion to  his  purchases.  We  think  they  have  neglected 
a  grand  opportunity  in  not  adopting  the  sliding  scale  which 
we  suggest,  especially  as  it  is  guaranteed  only  for  three 
years.  Apart  from  thi3  last  idea,  which  now  becomes  a 
legacy  to  the  drug-trade,  the  flotation  of  this  company  is  a 
splendid  object  lesson  of  how  to  dispose  of  a  business.  Oar 
readers  will  note  the  return  that  the  vendors  get  for  good- 
will, and  that  the  valuer's  estimate  of  the  stock  is  to  be  paid 
in  hard  cash,  and  the  fixtures  in  shares,  without  the  pur- 
chasers asking  any  of  those  awkward  questions  which  thos s 
who  have  sold  businesses  are  so  familiar  with. 


LABELS  AS  TRADE-MARKS. 

In  our  brief  report  la;.t  week,  page  798,  of  the  St.  Kaphael 
wine  trade-mark  case,  the  point  upon  which  the  Oonrt  of 
Appeal  gave  their  decision  was  not  specifically  mentioned, 
and  it  is  a  matter  of  some  importance.  Their  Lordshirs 
dismissed  the  appeal  on  the  ground  that  Messrs.  Clement  er, 
Cie.  do  not  claim  to  be  the  owners  of  a  registered  word  or  a 
fancy  name — that  is,  "  St.  Raphael  " — but  on  the  label  which 
they  have  registered  the  words  "  St.  Raphael "  occur  as  an 
additional  part  of  the  label  which  is  a  registered  trade-mark. 
Lord  Justice  Romer  remarked,  on  his  own  behalf,  that  this 
decision  should  not  be  taken  to  authorise  the  notion  that; 
the  registration  of  words  which  in  themselves  would  not 
constitute  a  valid  trade-mark,  and  which  were  a  part  of  the 
label,  would  be  good  as  a  registration  of  a  label  merely 
because  a  flourish  was  placed  round  the  words.  Lord 
Justice  Romer's  remarks  are  cogent,  and  should  be  par- 
ticularly noticed  by  those  who  take  an  interest  in  trade- 
marks. Also  it  should  be  observed  that  the  decision  adds 
value  to  label -registration,  which  is  generally  considered  to 
be  valuable  only  ki  respect  to  labels  as  a  whole,  and  to  give 
little  or  no  protection  for  any  individual  part  thereof. 

THE  LORD  CHIEF  JUSTICE  AND  COMPANY-LAW. 
When  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  Mr.  A.  W.  Newton, 
went  to  the  Law  Courts  to  pay  his  respects  to  her  Majesty's 
Judges  on  November  9,  Lord  Russell  of  Killowen,  following 
some  remarks  by  the  Recorder  in  regard  to  the  Lord  Mayor's 
connection  with  certain  joint-stock  enterprises  which  bad 
been  the  subject  of  newspaper  criticism,  addressing  the 
Lord  Mayor,  spoke  of  the  urgent  need  for  further  protective 
legislation  in  relation  to  the  promotion  and  the  carrying  on 
of  public  companies.    His  Lordship  added — 

The  Legislature  has  recognised  the  need  for  measures  aimed  in 
this  direction,  for  in  several  Sessions  of  Parliament  Committees  of 
the  House  of  Lords  have  been  endeavouring  to  solve  in  this  rela- 
tion the  problem  of  how  to  prevent,  or  at  least  to  narrow  the  area 
of,  fraud,  while  at  the  same  timo  not  interfering  with  tho  useful 
efficiency  and  operation  of  the  Acts  dealing  with  limited-liability 
companies.  The  aim  of  any  such  legislation  is  clear  and  is 
simple.  It  is  to  onforco  the  rules  of  common  honesty  .as  to  the 
promotion  of  companies.  When  appeals  are  made  to  the  publn 
to  subscribe  the  capital  of  undertakings,  it  ought  tc  be  obligatory 
to  disclose  every  fact,  known  to  the  promoters  and  unknown  to 
the  public,  which  might  affect  the  mind  of  a  reasonable  person  in 
determining  whether  he  will  or  will  not  subscribe  to  the  purposes 
of  the  undertaking.  Everything  ought  to  be  above  board ;  no 
concealment,  no  secret  profits ;  the  parties,  public  and  promoters 
alike,  ought  to  deal  with  equal  information  as  regards  the  carry- 
ing on  of  such  companies.  The  directors  ought  to  be  men  of  in- 
dependence, not  the  creatures  of  promoters,  paid  by  promoters, 
qualified  by  promoters,  but  men  bringing  reasonable  skill  and 
knowledge  to  the  matter  which  they  undertake,  and,  even  more 
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important,  independence  of  mind  and  perfect  honesty  to  their 
task. 

We  quote  this  passage  from  Lord  Bussell's  speech,  as  part 
of  it  is  applicable  to  the  phase  of  company-promotion  which 
the  drug-trade  object  to—  vide  the  sentence  which  we  have 
italicised.  The  Lord  Mayor  is  chairman  of  Harrod's  Stores 
(Limited). 

PHARMACY  COMPANIES. 

The  British  Medical  Journal  devotes  an  article  to  the 
question  of  company-pharmacy  which  deals  mainly  with  the 
last  Council-meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  The 
article,  however,  goes  a  little  beyond  anything  that  transpired 
at  the  meeting.  Speaking  of  the  widows'  clause,  it  is 
stated  "  there  is  now  manifested  a  considerable  unwilling- 
ness to  surrender  it,  and  it  is  said  that  a  majority  are 
opposed  to  any  alteration  in  that  section  "  ;  and,  in  referring 
to  the  suggestions  for  dealing  with  company- pharmacy, 
it  is  said  "some  middle  course  appeared  to  commeud  itself 
to  the  majority  of  the  speakers,  such  as  the  prohibition  of 
pharmacy-practice  by  companies  unless  all  the  directors  be 
qualified  chemists,  and  even  in  that  case  with  a  limitation 
that  the  use  of  title  be  only  in  association  with  the  names  of 
the  qualified  individuals."  The  Grocer  is  warning  its 
readers  "to  see  that  the  monopoly  which  the  chemists 
secured  by  the  remarkable  reading  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  of 
1868  in  the  case  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  v.  Piper  is 
not  further  extended.  Attempts  are  undoubtedly  being 
openly  and  covertly  made  in  this  direction,  and  proprietary- 
medicine  manufacturers  and  retailers  will  have  to  keep  a 
sharp  look-out  in  the  next  Session  of  Parliament  that  there 
is  no  further  interference  with  legitimate  and  reasonable 
trading."  If  grocers  keep  at  their  own  side  of  the  fence  no 
harm  will  come  to  them. 

WEAK  BELLADONNA  PLASTERS. 

In  this  column  on  October  28  we  quoted  the  results  of 
some  analyses  of  belladonna-plasters  which  the  Hospital  had 
had  made,  and  which  revealed  a  deplorable  condition  of 
weakness.  The  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
referring  to  the  matter  at  ths  last  Council-meeting,  asserted 
that  the  plasters  were  not  purchased  from  chemists  and 
druggists.  The  Hospital  this  week  repeats  that  the  plasters 
were  bought  from  chemists.    It  says  : — 

The  places  at  which  these  samples  were  bought  embraced  the 
City,  the  West-end,  and  various  suburbs.  The  plasters  so  col- 
lected were  made  by  fifteen  different  firms,  and  in  more  than  one 
instance  plasters  by  the  same  firm  were  collected  from  the  shops 
of  different  chemists.  These  shops  included  establishments  of 
various  kinds,  one  or  two  of  them  being  so-called  "  stores,"  but 
others  beiDg  the  establishments  of  pharmaceutical  chemists  of  the 
highest  class. 

This  places  the  matter  in  a  still  more  serious  light,  and  we 
hope  the  President  will  clear  up  the  discrepancy  between  his 
statement  and  that  quoted  above.  Meanwhile  chemists 
should  be  careful  to  obtain  some  kind  of  guarantee  from  the 
makers  that  the  plasters  are  of  B.P.  alkaloidal  strength,  and 
so  protect  themselves  against  the  consequences  of  prosecution. 

FOOD-PRESERVATIVES. 
The  Departmental  Committee  on  food-preservatives  has 
met  this  week  and  heard  evidence  chieily  from  the  dairy- 
produce  trade  in  regard  to  the  use  of  boracic  acid  and  other 
preservatives  in  butter  and  cream.  It  was  the  unanimous 
opinion  of  witnesses  that  if  the  use  of  preservatives  is 
entirely  stopped  the  sale  of  certain  articles,  especially 
cream,  will  be  stopped  also,  and  the  sale  of  Irish  and 
Canadian  butter  seriously  interfered  with.  Expert  witnesses 
stated  that  g  per  cent,  of  boracic  acid  suffices  to  preserve 
butter  for  the  psriod  required  to  cover  its  sale  and  use.  In 
this  connection  we  observe  in  the  Lancet  ofj  last  week  a 
pap3r  by  Dr.  H.  E.  Annett,  of  the  Thomson-Yates  Labora- 


tory, University  College,  Liverpool  on  boric  acid  and 
formalin  as  milk-preservatives.  The  author  has  experi- 
mented upon  kittens,  feeding  them  with  pure  milk  and 
milk  containing  both  the  preservatives  mentioned,  and  he 
gives  full  particulars  in  tabular  form  of  the  weights  of  the 
kittens  at  various  periods.  These  show  that  the  preserved 
milk  seriously  interfered  with  the  digestions  of  the  animals, 
some  of  whom  died  in  the  course  of  the  experiments,  and 
all  exhibited  signs  of  degeneration.  On  the  other  band,  Dr. 
Francis  Bond  stated  to  the  Committee  that  he  had  taken 
30  gr.  of  boracic  acid  every  day  for  some  time  without  any 
deleterious  effect. 


personalities. 


Me.  H.  Teembath,  of  Johannesburg,  asks  us  to  state  that 
his  present  address  is  51  Morrat  Boad,  Penzance. 

Sie  John  Beunnee,  M.P.,  has  opened  at  Winsford  a  new 
guildhall  which  he  has  erected  and  presented  to  the  town. 

Mr.  Elliman  (of  Elliman,  Sons  k  Co.,  Slough)  has  sent  a 
cheque  for  1.00QZ.  to  the  local  Volunteers  to  help  in  providing 
a  new  drill-hall. 

Me.  W.  D.  Armstrong,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Wan- 
ganui,  N.Z.,  has  come  to  this  country  to  extend  his  experience 
of  pharmaceutical  methods. 

Mr.  W.  Crosfield,  J.P.,  chairman  of  the  Liverpool  Select 
Vestry,  has  consented  to  become  the  Liberal  candidate  for 
the  vacancy  in  St.  Peter's  Ward  in  the  City  Council. 

Councillor  Wm.  Peice,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Bir- 
mingham, has  been  elected  a  member  of  the  Finance  and 
Health  Committees,  two  of  the  most  important  committees 
of  the  City  Council. 

De.  T.  E.  Thoepe,  the  head  of  the  Government  labora- 
tories, St.  Clement's  Inn  Passage,  is  to  be  foreign  secretary 
of  the  Koval  Society,  which  office  was  held  by  the  late  Sir 
Edward  Frankland  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Dr.  Horace  T. 
Brown,  another  chemist,  is  to  be  a  member  of  the  Council. 

Mb.  Spieidon  J.  Maxasseh.  dispenser  for  the  Friends' 
Foreign  Mission  Association  at  Brumana,  Beyrout,  Syria,  has 
now  returned  to  his  duties  there.  During  his  stay  in  this 
country  Mr.  Manasseh  has  had  a  course  of  instruction  in 
dentistry  at  the  Birmingham  Dental  Hospital  under  Mr. 
Humphreys. 

A  Geoup-photogeaph,  in  a  massive  gilt  frame,  of  the 
principal  officers  of  the  various  friendly  societies  in  Maccles- 
field, was  presented  to  Alderman  J.  Bower,  chemist  and 
druggist,  on  the  eve  of  the  close  of  his  mayoralty  year. 
Alderman  Bower  has  for  many  years  taken  a  deep  interest  in 
the  work  of  friendly  societies,  and  the  group  includes  a 
portrait  of  himself. 

Me.  William  Beiggs,  chemist,  of  Cheapside,  Lancaster, 
has  retired  into  private  life,  having  disposed  of  his  business 
to  Mr.  K  F.  Simpson,  a  former  apprentice,  who  has  latterly 
been  engaged  in  Liverpool.  Mr.  Briggs  served  his  appren- 
ticeship with  Messrs.  Bagnall  &  Wilcock,  New  Street, 
Lancaster,  and  about  ten  years  ago  commenced  business  on 
his  own  account  in  Cheapside,  succeeding  the  late  Mr. 
William  Wearing.  Mr.  Briggs  has  trained  several  appren- 
tices who  have  since  done  honour  to  him,  amoni;  them  being 
Dr.  H.  A.  D.  Jowett,  who  is  connected  with  Messrs. 
Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co.  Mr.  Briggs  was  practically  the 
founder  of  the  Lancaster  Photographic  Society,  which  is 
now  a  very  strong  body,  and  has  gained  considerable  re- 
pu'eforits  excellent  work.  He  is  honorary  lieutenant  in 
the  Corporation  fire-brigade,  and  is  held  in  high  esteem  by 
the  firemen,  for  whom  he  devised  and  brought  into  suc- 
cessful operation  a  scheme  of  sick  and  other  benefits.  As  a 
token  of  good  will  for  his  services  to  the  brigade  and  his 
interest  in  the  men  personally,  the  members  recently,  through 
the  Mayor,  presented  Mr.  Briggs  with  a  handsome  brass 
helmet  and  other  embellished  accoutrements.  Mr.  Briggs 
has  taken  considerable  interest  in  public  iff  airs,  and  is  quite 
a  young  man, 
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Winter  Session. 


Advance  notices  of  the  meetings  to  he  held  are  inserted  under 
"  Coming  Events."  Secretaries  are  requested  to  send  suck- 
notices  not  later  than  Wednesdays  of  the  weeks  before  the 
meetings  are  to  be  held. 


Federation  of  Local  Pharmaceutical 
Associations. 

A  meeting  of  tbe  Executive  Committee  was  held  in  London 
on  Wednesday,  November  9. 

It  was  decided  that  the  opinions  of  pharmacists  through- 
out the  country  should  be  ascertained  upon  the  different 
suggestions  for  a  course  of  action  to  be  taken  with  reference 
to  the  clause  relating  to  pharmacy  in  the  Companies  Bill. 
To  obtain  as  wide  an  expression  of  opinion  as  possible,  it 
was  resolved  that  communications  be  sent  to  all  local 
secretaries  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  as  well  as  to  the 
secretaries  of  all  Associations,  with  the  request  that  answers 
for  or  against  the  suggested  clauses  be  sent  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Federation  on  or  before  November  30. 

As  many  of  the  local  Associations  are  entitled  to  larger 
representation  on  the  Federation  in  accordance  with  the 
amended  rules,  it  was  further  resolved  that  the  federated 
Associations  be  requested  to  appoint  their  additional  repre- 
sentatives for  the  year  ending  July,  1900. 

It  was  also  decided  that  tbe  Hon.  Secretary  should  en- 
deavour to  procure  a  list  of  the  names  and  addresses  of  the 
members  of  the  local  Associations;  also,  as  one  of  the 
objects  is  "to  advise  and  assist  in  the  formation  of  local 
Associations  and  other  organisations  of  chemists,"  it  was 
resolved  that  existing  Associations  be  asked  to  furnish  a 
copy  of  their  rules,  to  provide  the  Executive  Committee 
with  the  experience  of  the  local  bodies  in  different  localities, 
and  to  enable  them  to  offer  suggestions  applicable  to  the 
necessities  of  each  district. 

A  discussion  on  the  policy  of  having  a  whole  day  for  the 
annual  meeting,  and  as  to  reporters  being  present,  was 
adjourned. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  reported  five  more  Associations 
had  become  affiliated  since  tbe  last  annual  meeting. 

[Mr.  James  Cocks,  the  Hon.  Secretary,  sends  us  with  the  above 
report  copies  of  the  letters  referred  to  in  it  In  that  referring  to 
the  Companies  Bill  it  is  earnestly  requested  that  meetings  be 
called  and  resolutions  adopted  and  forwarded  to  the  Hon.  Secre- 
tary not  liter  than  November  30;  and  the  information  is  added 
that  each  of  the  following  suggestions  has  received  more  or  less 
support :— (1)  To  protect  chemists'  titles  and  make  it  illegal  for 
companies  of  unregistered  persons  to  keep  open  shop  for  selling 
poisons  as  in  the  case  of  individuals;  (2)  to  apply  for  protection 
of  titles  only  ;  (3)  that  all  the  directors  of  a  company  shall  be 
qualmed  ;  (4)  that  the  managing  director  need  only  be  qualified  ; 
(5)  that  a  company  shall  be  allowed  to  carry  on  the  business 
with  a  qualified  manager  or  assistant,  who  shall! be  registered  for 
the  purpose  and  whose  name  shall  appear  in  connection  with  the 
business.  It  is  further  stated  that  "it  is  of  the  greatest  and 
most  urgent  importance  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  should 
be  informed,  before  next  month,  of  the  opinion  of  the  pharma- 
ceutical community  upon  this  subject,  which  vitally  affects  the 
general  interests  of  chemists."] 


Liverpool  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  at  the  Koyal  Institution  on  Thursday 
evenirg,  November  9,  Mr.  H  Wyatt,  jun.,  in  the  chair.  Mr. 
James  Mercer  was  elected  a  member. 

Scaled  Gum. 

A  sample  of  scaled  and  purified  gum  arabic  was  passed 
round  by  Mr  A.  S.  Buck.  (See  C.  %  J).,  October  28,  page 
70L)  Mr.  A.  C.  Abraham  remarked  that  in  tbe  process  of 
purification  and  scaling  a  certain  amount  of  heat  must  have 
been  employed  ;  he  should  be  quite  prepared  to  find  that  a 
mucilage  made  with  it  would  keep  better  than  one  made 
with  an  ordinary  gum  acacia,  because  of  the  sterilisation 
caused  by  the  heating.  The  Chairman  wished  to  know  how 
the  claim  that  the  gum  was  an  acacia  could  be  substanti- 


ated. Providing  that  a  mucilage  prepared  from  it  was  right 
in  colour,  odour,  and  taste,  and  answered  the  tests  for 
acacia  gum,  there  could  be  no  objection  to  its  use  in 
pharmacy. 

Test  for  Beeswax. 

Mr.  Hocken  inquired  if  there  was  a  readily-applied  and 
simple  test  for  the  genuineness  of  a  sample  of  beeswax,  for 
he  had  had  some  before  him  lately  which  was  quite  brittle 
to  the  touch. 

Trie  Chairman  said  the  late  Mr  Conroy  used  to  lay  con- 
siderable stress  on  the  taste  of  beeswax  when  chewed,  and 
its  behaviour  when  rubbed  in  the  palm  of  the  hand.  The 
only  absolute  method  to  arrive  at  a  correct  conclusion  was 
to  make  a  thorough  analysis  of  the  sample. 

Mr.  Cowley  said  that  a  ready  and  certain  test  for  bees- 
wax was  a  desideratum.  An  easy  one  for  detection  of  fat 
was  saponification,  but  the  sulphuric-acid  test  for  paraffin 
was  one  which  was  by  no  means  infallible. 

This  criticism  of  the  acid  test  considerably  surprised  Mr. 
A.  C.  Abraham,  who  remarked  that  it  was  one  introduced 
by  one  of  their  members,  Mr.  Edward  Davies,  and  used  by 
him  with  great  success.  The  melting-point  of  beeswax,  he 
observed,  was,  whatever  the  source,  nearly  constant  for  all 
genuine  samples  from  any  particular  source,  British  wax 
being  remarkably  regular  in  this  respect. 

Glycerophosphate  Cachets. 

Mr.  A.  S.  Buck  asked  how  cachets  of  glycerophosphates 
of  calcium,  sodium,  and  potassium  could  be  made.  The 
salts  deliquesced  so  greatly  that  the  doctor  who  ordered  the 
cachets  altered  the  prescription  and  gave  the  glycero- 
phosphates in  a  mixture. 

The  Chairman  thought  the  best  way  would  be  to  mass 
the  salts  with  cacao-butter  or  other  excipient,  cut  into  discs, 
and  then  enclose  each  in  the  cachet. 

Messrs.  Cowley  and  Catpord  next  presented  a  paper 

on 

The  Estimation  op  Ethyl  Nitrite  in  Sweet 
Spirit  op  Nitre  and  in  Mixtures. 

When  nitrous  acid  reacts  with  metaphenyldiamine,  Bis- 
marck brown  is  formed  and  imparts  its  colour  to  the  mixture. 
Advantage  is  taken  of  this  reaction  in  quanti'atively  deter- 
mining the  amount  of  nitrites  in  potable  waters,  and  the 
authors  propose  to  utilise  it  in  testing  sweet  spirit  of  nitre. 
This  paper  was  an  account  of  their  successful  application  of 
the  test,  which  is  performed  as  in  Nesslerising. 

The  following  concise  account*  of  the  test  has  been 
prepared  for  use  by  the  students  of  the  Liverpool  School  of 
Pharmacy  and  submitted  to  the  meeting  : — 

r, i  i  i  ,.  ..  .,  ,  ,.  f -095  in  1000' 
Standard  sodium-nitrite  solution  <  .q^q  jn  goo- 
Test  solutions  :— 

a — Meta-phenylene-diamine,  2  gr.  in  5j.  water. 
b — Sulphuric  acid,  1  vol.  to  2  vols,  water. 

Colour  standards  corresponding  to  1,  2,  and  3  per  cent,  ethyl 
nitrite  : — 

Add  sol.  sodium  nitrite  1  c.c,  2  c.c,  and  3  c.c.  to  separate 
portions  of  water,  each  containing  10  drops  of  each  of  test- 
solutions  (7.  and  6,  make  up  each  to  40  c.c,  and  keep  as  com- 
parison standards. 

Dilution  of  sample  (1  centigramme  in  each  c.c.)  :— 

1  c.c.  Aq.  ad 

Spt.  a;th.  nit.  84  0  c.c, 

Liq.  ethyl  nitrite  82  5  c.c. 

Application  of  test : — 

Add  1  c.c.  of  diluted  sample  to  water  containing  test- 
solutions  nt  supra.,  make  up  to  40  c.c,  and  after  an  hour 
compare  and  match  with  standards  by  further  diluting 
sample  if  necessary. 

E.g. — If  sample  (40  c.c.)  is  between  standard  Nos.  3  and  2, 
sample  is  within  B.P.  limits.    If  paler  than  No.  2,  dilute  to 


*  Any  of  our  subscribers  wishing  a  copy  of  this  sheet  will  get 
one  on  application  (with  a  stamped  and  addressed  envelope)  to 
Mr.  Cowley,  the  School  of  Pharmacy,  Liverpool. 
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match  No.  1.  If  it  will  not  bear  diluting  to  70  c.c.  it  is  below 
the  B.P.  minimum  (T75  per  cent.). 


Dilution  of  Sample  in  c.c.'s  to  Match 


No.  3  

40 

B.P.  spt.  seth.  nit. 

No.  2... 

60 

56 

50 

40 

No.  1  

120 

112 

100 

80 

70 

60 

40 

Per  cent. 

3-0 

2-8 

25 

20 

1-75 

1-5 

10 

For  the  sodium-nitrite  solution  95  milligrammes  per  litre 
of  the  commercial  nitrite  is  used,  this  representing  approxi- 
mately 92  of  NaNO...  Each  c.c.  of  this  is  equal  to  milli- 
gramme of  EtNO.,  xhe  authors  find  that  the  colour  standard 
solution  keeps  well.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  samples  to  be 
tested  are  diluted  to  contain  1  gramme  in  100  c.c,  and  as 
the  spirit's  sp.  gr  is  0  840.  1  c  c.  is  diluted  to  84  c.c.,  and  the 
liquor  (sp  gr.  0  825)  is  diluted  1  to  82-5  The  water  used 
should  be  recently  distilled  .or  boiled  (air- free),  and  the 
sulphuric  acid  should  be  free  from  nitrous  compounds. 
The  sample,  when  diluted,  should  be  mixed  with  the  test- 
solutions  without  delay  to  prevent  hydrolysis  of  the  com- 
pound ether.  In  fact,  this  test  furnishes  an  easy  proof  of 
the  instability  of  swtet  spirit  of  nitre  when  prescribed  with 
aqueous  menstrua.  Spt.  seth  nit.  of  full  strength,  if  diluted 
5J.  to  jj.  of  water  and  tested  from  day  to  day,  will  be  found 
alter  tne  third  day  not  to  contain  a  trace  of  nitrite. 

If  anyone  is  so  conservative  as  not  to  keep  metric  weights 
and  measures,  he  can  use  equivalent  proportions  in  grains  and 
minims—  e.g.,  Sample  dilution,  1  volume  in  84  =  5*s.  in  gv.  jij. 
Sodium  nitrite,  95  in  l.COO.OOO  (or  0  019  in  *200)  may  be 
made  as  follows:  First  solution,  7  gr.  in  16  oz. ;  second 
solution,  19  gr.  of  this  diluted  to  200  gr. 

For  standards  No.  1,  2,  and  3  dilute  5s?.,  5).,  and  51SS.  of  the 
second  (with  meta-phenylene-diamine  ana  acid)  to  5*x. 

5SS.  of  diluted  sample  (1  in  84)  treat  similarly  for  com- 
parison. If  Nessler  cylinders  are  not  at  hand,  comparisons 
may  be  made  in  white-glass  vials,  or  test-tubes,  not  nested, 
as  it  is  essential  that  the  columns  of  liquid  be  equal  in 
diameter  and  height.  The  paler  colours  require  comparing 
from  above. 

The  Chaieman  complimented  the  authors  on  their 
originality  and  painstaking  attention  to  details.  The  hydro- 
lysis of  ethyl  nitrite  was  of  importance,  but  he  should 
imagine  that  in  the  presence  of  alkalies  the  nitrous  acid 
formed  by  this  hydrolysis  would  be  fairly  permanent,  because 
it  would  at  once  combine  with  the  alkali  to  form  an  alkaline 
nitrite.* 

Mr.  A.  C.  Abeaham  remarked  that  as  the  method 
obviated  the  use  of  a  nitrometer  it  was  particularly  suitable 
to  pharmacists'  requirements. 

Mr.  Buck  thought  there  was  only  one  class  of  persons  to 
whom  this  method  of  estimation  would  be  useless,  and  that 
was  the  colour-blind. 

Mr.  Hornblower  asked  what  effect  sugar  had  in 
retarding  this  decomposition  of  ethyl  nitrite ;  and  Mr. 
Wokes  suggested  that  the  entire  efficacy  of  spt.  sether.  nit. 
did  not  rest  solely  in  the  ethyl  nitrite. 

Mr.  Cowley,  in  acknowledging  the  vote  of  thanks,  said 
the  effect  of  water  on  ethyl  nitrite  was  nothing  new,  but  it 
wanted  emphasising.  Alkali  might  fix  the  nitrous  acid 
evolved,  but  he  hardly  thought  ammonia  or  its  carbonate 
would.  Sugars,  to  the  best  of  his  belief,  had  no  effect  in 
stopping  the  change — they  might  or  might  not.  The  note 
he  and  his  colleague  Mr  Catford  had  intended  to  give  that 
night  on  liq.  bismuthi  they  would,  with  the  permission  of 
the  meeting,  hold  over  to  a  future  occasion,  as  certain  side- 
issues  had  to  be  followed  up,  necessitating  a  considerable 
amount  of  additional  work.    However,  he  could  promise 


*  We  may  recall  Professor  Leech's  observation  that  spt.  oether. 
nit.  and  liq.  amnion,  acet.  in  mixture  together  act  better  than  the 
spirit  in  mixture  alone,  as  the  nitrous  acid,  in  his  experience,  is 
fixed  by  ammonia. — Ed. 


them  at  the  next  meeting  a  more  complete,  and  possibly 
more  useful,  survey  of  the  subject  when  his  pending  experi- 
ments had  been  completed. 


Chemists'  Assistants'  Association. 

At  the  meeting  held  at  the  headquarters  in  Newman  Street, 
W.,  on  November  9,  "  impromptu  speeches  "  were  the  order 
of  the  night.  Each  member  present  (twelve  in  all)  wrote 
a  question  on  a  slip  of  paper ;  these  were  put  into  a  con- 
venient "  bowler,"  and  the  hat  passed  round  for  each  to 
select  a  slip.  The  first  of  the  questions  fell  to  Mr.  Morley 
Taylor,  and  it  was  the  old  suggestion  as  to  the  advisability 
of  having 

Local  Beanches  of  the  Association. 

Mr.  Taxlor  thought  such  an  undertaking  would  end  in 
failure,  and  that  seemed  to  be  the  view  of  the  meeting. 
Mr.  C.  A.  Pearson  was  next  called  to  advise 

How  to  Abolish  Company- pharmacy. 

He  thought  if  the  Widows'  Clause  in  the  Pharmacy  Act 
were  abolished  it  would  do  away  with  a  great  deal  of  the 
difficulty  at  present  existing. 

Mr.  Gamble  (President)  thought  company-pharmacy 
would  never  be  abolished,  and  said  that  much  good  had 
been  done  by  Mr.  Glyn-Jones's  presence  on  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Council,  and  there  was  hope  for  the  future. 

Apprenticeship. 

Mr.  Fothergill's  question,  "  Is  an  apprenticeship  in  the 
country  more  profitable  from  a  pharmaceutical  point  of 
view  than  one  in  a  provincial  town  or  city  ?"  brought  out  a 
fair  discussion,  in  which  Messr3.  Moore,  Latreille, 
Pearson,  and  Gamble  joined,  the  prevailing  opinion  being 
for  the  city. 

The  Value  op  Botany  in  the  Pharmaceutical 
Curriculum 

fell  to  Mr.  Latreille's  lot,  and  he  considered  the  subject 
very  valuable  and  essential  to  the  complete  study  of  materia 
medica.  He  thought  more  facilities  might  be  given  for  its 
study  at  botanical  gardens. 

Mr.  Leschee  thought  too  much  stress  was  laid  upon 
botany  in  the  curriculum,  and  the  examination  was  more 
stringent  than  that  of  materia  medica  or  prescription- 
reading. 

Mr.  Morley  said  he  was  inclined  to  think  too  much  stress 
could  not  be  laid  on  botany. 

Mr.  Morley  Taylor  spoke  in  favour  of  the  subject, 
pointing  out  that  it  was  the  only  insight  they  got  in  the 
curriculum  into  biological  processes ;  it  was  a  great  ad- 
vantage, and  he  should  not  like  to  see  it  deleted. 

Mr.  Gamble  also  said  he  should  not  like  to  see  any 
diminution  in  the  botany  curriculum. 

Substitution. 

Mr.  Langford  Moore  gave  an  affirmative  answer  to  the 
question,  "In  retail  practice,  do  you  consider  that  substitu- 
tion is  justifiable  to  a  certain  extent?"  He  held  that  the 
qualified  chemist  is  able  to  substitute  a  better  article.  This 
brought  an  indignant  protest  from  Mr.  Pearson,  who  said 
substitution  was  most  unjustifiable  conduct  in  any  class 
of  business  :  a  man  who  substituted  merely  took  the  profit 
of  another  man's  brains. 

Mr.  Morley  said  he  agreed  on  the  whole  with  what  Mr. 
Pearson  had  said,  and  thought  that  a  chemist  ought  to 
be  above  that  sort  of  thing. 

Mr.  Gamble  referred  to  the  two  classes  of  substitution— 
(1)  retail  and  (2)  substitution  in  prescriptions.  He  did  not 
think  there  was  much  barm  in  the  former  up  to  a  certain 
point,  and  thought  substitution  in  prescriptions  was  really 
non-existent. 

Mr.  Lumley  objected  to  the  latter  view,  as  he  knew  that 
substitution  in  prescriptions  was  carried  out — in  some  phar- 
macies very  largely. 

The  B.P.  as  a  Legal  Standard 

was  the  topic  which  fell  to  Mr.  James,  who  was  under  the 
impression  that  it  is  a  legal  standard,  but 
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Mr.  Lescheb  took  a  negative  view,  recalling  Dr.  Att- 
field's  statement  to  that  effect  at  the  last  Pharmaceutical 
Conference.  Magistrates  certainly  accept  it  as  a  standard, 
but  they  were  not  bound  to  do  so.  Mr.  Moelbt  Taylor 
referred  to  the  section  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  dealing  with  the 
compounding  of  medicines  contrary  to  the  B  P.  formulas,  and 
said  he  should  like  to  hear  of  many  more  prosecutions  under 
that  section.  Ib  might  make  the  drug-stores  "sit  up." 
Mr.  Gamble  said  Dr.  Attfielri's  assertion  came  as  a  surprise 
to  many,  but  Mr.  Langeord  Moore  said  the  statement  had 
not  been  maintained  in  a  court  of  law,  and  therefore  was  not 
of  much  value. 

Other  Questions. 

Mr.  Moeley's  qaery  "  Should  prescriptions  bear  the 
address  of  the  doctor  1 "  came  next,  and  he  answered  it 
in  the  affirmative,  Mr.  Gamble  supporting. 

Mr.  Lumley  had  to  tell  "  Why  is  there  no  tr.  zingib. 
fort,  in  the  B.P.,  1898?"  but  words  failed  him,  and  the 
President  said  the  question  was  akin  to  the  one,  "  Why 
had  the  strength  of  tincture  of  myrrh  been  increased  ?" 

"  What  remarks  can  you  make  on  the  subject  of  chloral 
hydrate  estimation  (B.P.,  1898)?  ''  On  that  the  President 
could  not  express  an  opinion,  when  Mr.  Dewhuest  reminded 
the  meeting  that  two  papers  had  recently  appeared  simul- 
taneously saying  it  was  wroDg,  and  he  wanted  to  know  how 
the  process  got  into  the  P.P. 

"Is  it  the  practice  of  homoeopathic  chemists  to  sell 
preparations  of  aconite  without  complying  with  the  regula- 
tions of  the  Pharmacy  Act?  If  so,  should  they  be  allowed 
to  do  so  ? "  Mr.  Dewhtjest  did  not  think  it  was  the 
practice,  and  asked,  does  it  really  matter,  seeing  that  the 
doses  are  so  small  ? 

"Is  company-pharmacy  declining?"  In  the  absence  of 
statistics  Mr.  Leschee  refused  to  express  an  opinion  on 
this  subject. 

"What  is  Ihe  rose-water  of  commerce  as  compared  with 
aqua  roEie  of  the  B.P.  ?"  Mr.  Lumley  replied  that  he  under- 
stood the  rose-water  of  commerce  to  be  the  ordinary  triple 
preparation,  which  should  be  diluted  to  make  that  of  the 
B.P.  Mr.  Leschee  pointed  out  that  later  on  the  Pharma- 
copoeia spoke  of  concentrated  rose-water.  Mr.  Mooee  said 
the  B.P.  aqua  rosas  was  the  water  of  commerce  diluted 
with  twice  its  volume  of  water.  Later  it  said  "rose-water 
diluted."  For  instance,  he  thought  in  the  preparation  of 
mist,  ferri  co.  the  dilute  water  was  intended.  The  Pharma- 
copoeia practically  said  that  aqua  rosce  (which  is  the  dilute) 
is  not  the  rose-water  of  commerce  (which  is  the  strong). 
Mr.  Gamble  agreed  with  this  opinion. 

This  ended  the  deliberations  of  an  interesting  meeting. 


Cambridge  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

A  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on  November  10. 
Mr.  Alderman  Deck,  who  presided,  thanked  the  members 
for  re-electing  him  President,  and  called  upon  Mr.  Saville 
Peck  to  read  his  report  on  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Conference  and  Federation  of  Local  Pharmaceutical  Associa- 
tions, to  which  he  was  the  delegate. 

Conference  and  Federation. 

Mr.  Peck  reviewed  the  objects  of  the  B.P.O.,  and  detailed 
the  programme  of  the  meeting  held  at  Plymouth.  Referring 
to  the  statement  sometimes  made  that  the  Conference 
seemed  almost  entirely  given  up  to  pleasure,  and  that  very 
little  real  work  was  accomplished,  he  reminded  the  meeting 
that  the  Conference  was  not  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  where  the  year's  work  in  pharmaceutical 
politics  could  be  criticised,  but  it  was  a  purely  voluntary 
body  having  no  official  connection  with,  nor  forming  any 
integral  part  of,  the  Society  in  question,  although  the  latter 
gave  it  its  hearty  moral  support.  Mr.  Peck  then  went  on  to 
refer  to  the  work  of  the  Federation,  and  stated  that  it  had 
been  viewed  in  the  past  rather  in  the  light  of  a  political 
caucus  somewhat  hostile  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  but 
on  referring  to  the  rules  it  will  be  seen  that  its  objects  are 
to  assist  the  Council  and  promote  the  interests  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  and  bind  together  local  associations. 
It  had  been  advanced  by  some  that  the  work  of  the  Federa- 
tion was  clearly  the  work  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
and  would  be  much  better  done  by  it.    He  was  not  adverse 


to  that  view,  but  for  reasons — no  doubt  wise  ones  and  best 
known  to  the  Society — it  had  not  at  present  seen  its  way 
clear  to  take  up  this  work. 

Mr.  A.  Sidney  Campkin,  J.P.,  in  proposing  a  hearty  vote 
of  thanks  to  Mr.  Peck,  congratulated  him  on  his  recent  ap- 
pointment as  an  examiner  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
He  thought  the  Council  had  made  an  excellent  appointment. 
(Applause  )  He  thought  the  Conference  would  be  of  service 
if  it  acted  in  concert  with  the  Society,  and  not  as  an 
independent  organisation.  He  approved  of  the  principles  of 
the  Federation.  The  Federation  machinery  was  excellent, 
their  proposals  for  organisation  were  perfect,  and  all  that 
was  needed  was  unity  of  action  and  complete  co-operation. 
His  opinion  had  been  asked  on 

The  Company- pharmacy  Question, 
and  he  would  briefly  state  that  he  considered  it  a  primary 
duty  to  secure  the  insertion  of  a  clause  in  the  Companies 
Acts  having  for  its  object  the  protection  of  a  qualified 
chemist  against  the  unqualified  trader  and  company-pro- 
moter ;  and  in  this  connection  he  had  no  faith  whatever  in 
those  proposals,  which  had  for  their  object  the  legalising 
of  trading  companies  under  the  cover  of  either  a  qualified 
manager  or  a  qualified' directorate,  either  of  which  would 
make  their  position  as  qualified  and  registered  chemists 
worse  than  now ;  for  at  present  no  stores  could  be 
carried  on  as  regards  sale  of  poisons  (legally)  without  a 
qualified  man,  and  if  no  one  would  lend  himself  to  it  they 
could  not  exist.  It  was  essential  to  secure  the  protection  of 
title,  and  the  same  protection  as  existed  in  the  legal,  medical, 
and  other  professions.  The  chemist  should  be  rewarded  in 
turn  for  his  long  expensive  preparation,  and  the  public 
interest  demanded  this  too  for  its  own  protection.  He 
tb ought  the  proposed  clause  of  the  Law  and  Parliamentary 
Committee  went  a  long  way  in  the  right  direction.  He  for 
one  did  not  object  to  asking  for  too  much — it  was  infinitely 
preferable  to  asking  too  little  ;  for  their  experience  was  that 
when  once  an  Act  was  obtained  it  was  for  good  or  ill  for  a 
long  time.  They  should  not  rest  until  the  1868  Act  had 
been  amended,  or  a  clause  in  the  Companies  Act  inserted 
which  should  place  every  member  of  a  company  upon  the 
same  footing  (as  to  responsibility)  as  is  exp=cted  from  a 
qualified  chemist,  and  the  acts  of  a  company  treated  as  the 
acts  of  an  individual. 


Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Society  of  Ireland — 
Northern  Branch. 

On  November  13  the  committee  of  this  society  met  at 
Garfield  Chambers,  Belfast,  under  the  chairmaLship  of  Mr. 
Wm.  Jamison,  V.P. 

The  Chaibman,  in  adverting  to  his  recent  election  upon 
the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  said  the  druggists 
were  accustomed  to  the  complaint  that  they  were  without 
representatives.  Knowing  this,  he  had  been  approached  and 
had  allowed  his  name  to  go  forward  as  a  candidate,  and,  as 
they  were  all  aware,  had  been  returned.  He  did  not  solicit 
the  honour,  but  since  he  had  been  successful  he  was 
anxious  to  do  all  he  could  for  the  section  of  the  trade  he 
represented.  He  was  present  at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Council,  and  had  been'received  in  the  most  friendly  manner — 
not  only  so,  but  had  returned  fully  convinced  that  if  chemists 
and  druggists  were  to  qualify  they  could  obtain  full  repre- 
sentation. From  what  he  observed  he  was  satisfied  that  the 
Council  would  gladly  welcome  their  representatives.  A  good 
deal  of  fault  had  been  found  with  the  Council  in  the  past 
over  certain  pro-ecutions  instituted  by  them  for  violation  of 
i  he  Pharmacy  Act,  but  they  must  remem ber  that  the  object  of 
these  prosecutions  was  to  protect  licentiates  of  the  Society 
and  members  against  unqualified  persons  illegally  filling 
pre  criptions  who  were  not  entitled  to  do  so.  He  did  not 
believe  that  the  Council  desired  to  harass  anyone.  As  an 
instance  of  their  leniency  he  cited  a  case  which  came  under 
his  notice  when  the  summons  issued  against  a  person  for 
sellirjg  poisons  was  withdrawn  because  the  defendant  had  not 
been  previously  warned.  He  did  not  entertain  the  slightest 
doubt  but  that,  if  chemists  and  druggists  brought  their 
grievances  under  the  notice  of  the  Council,  they  would  be 
reasonably  and  fairly  dealt  with. 

Mr.  Watson  was  of  opinion  that  by  qualifying  and  paying 
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their  subscriptions  as  suggested  by  the  Chairman  they 
would  be  playing  into  the  Council's  hands.  He  objected  to 
making  balls  for  others  to  shoot.  He  had  a  very  clear 
recollection  of  how  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  had  treated 
the  druggists  in  the  past. 

The  Chairman,  in  reply,  said  the  Society  could  not  be 
expected  to  overlook  illegal  practice,  and  he  believed  that 
the  druggists  would  receive  every  consideration  at  the  hands 
of  the  Council. 

Mr  Watson  mentioned  that  the  action  of  the  Council  in 
the  last  Pharmacy  Bill  showed  that  their  object  was  to  drive 
chemists  and  druggists  out  of  existence.  He  did  not 
suggest  that  anyone  should  be  allowed  to  carry  on  illegal 
practice. 

Mr.  Rankin  said  it  was  quite  evident  that  the  Council 
new  were  willing  to  meet  the  druggists  in  a  friendly  spirit, 
and  now  that  their  chairman  was  elected  it  was  for  drug- 
gists to  make  him  of  service  to  them. 

The  Chairman  said  that  he  was  anxious  to  be  of  some 
service  to  the  trade,  and  hoped  ere  long  that  another  drug- 
gist representative  would  come  forward. 

New  Members. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Eankin,  seconded  by  Mr.  Brown, 
Messrs  S.  J.  Cairns  and  R.  H.  Orr  were  elected  to  member- 
ship of  the  Society. 

Cutting. 

Arising  from  some  correspondence  which  was  read  a 
lengthened  discussion  ensued  with  reference  to  several  cases 
of  cutting  in  proprietaries,  which  the  committee  were 
requested  to  notice.  It  was  ultimately  decided  to  appoint 
a  small  committee  to  make  inquiries  and  deal  with  the 
matter  in  whatever  way  they  might  decide  upon. 


Penny  Science. 

The  series  of  popular  scientific  lectures  which  are  given 
weekly  during  the  winter  months  at  the  Royal  Victoria 
Hall,  Waterloo  Bridge  Road,  S  E.,  were  further  enhanced  on 
November  14  by  a  lecture  on  "  The  Uses  of  Distillation,"  by 
that  risiDg  young  chemist,  Mr.  W.  J.  Pope.  The  lecture 
was  illustrated,  as  these  lectures  always  are,  by  the 
oxyhydrogen  light,  and  Mr.  Pope  put  forward  an  interesting 
series  of  slides  illustrative  of  tee  growth  of  distillation  from 
the  earliest  times  up  to  the  present.  Distillation,  Mr.  Pope 
said,  was  probably  the  oldest  scientific  operation  in  exist- 
ence. Five  or  six  thousand  years  ago  people  were  in  the 
habit  of  distilling  herbs  to  obtain  perfumes  and  essences. 
The  process  of  distillation  was  described  and  made  plain  to 
the  audience  by  means  of  various  pieces  of  apparatus  on 
the  bench  in  front,  where  some  ink-water  was  being  con- 
verted into  distilled  water.  Continuing,  he  said  although 
distillation  had  been  known  for  thousands  of  years,  no 
apparatus  for  proper  distillation-purposes  had  been  perfected 
until  the  beginning  of  the  present  century.  His  first  slide 
showed  the  apparatus  used,  by  the  early  alchemists;  the 
second  was  a  frontispiece  from  an  ancient  book  on  chemistry, 
showing  the  crude  form  of  distillation  then  employed,  and 
the  lecturer  traced  by  means  of  his  slides  the  gradual 
development  of  the  distilling  apparatus  to  its  present  per- 
fected state.  First,  the  still  alone,  then  the  still  and  straight 
tube,  and  lastly  the  tube  with  twisted  tube-condenser  (the 
forerunner  of  our  "  worm  ")  which  came  into  use  about  the 
beginning  of  the  fifteenth  century. 

In  all  these  old-fathioned  stills  Mr.  Pope  showed  that  the 
same  mistake  had  been  followed.  They  were  all  made  with 
the  head  of  the  still  more  or  less  shaped  like  a  candle- 
extinguisher.  Much  of  the  vapour  was  collected  on  the 
sides  of  this  tall  headpiece  and  fell  back  into  the  still  again, 
instead  of  passing  iDto  the  condenser.  In  the  plate  of  a 
book  published  in  1600  (one  of  the  earliest  works  on  per- 
fumes), an  illustration  was  shown  which  was  intended  to 
exemplify  all  the  various  processes  of  distilling  essential  oils 
and  perfumes.  It  was  a  crude  drawing  in  which  women 
were  collecting  the  herbs,  and  men  distilling  the  essences 
and  perfumes.  This  led  up  to  the  next  slide,  which  was  a 
picture  of  Robert  Boyle,  the  inventor  of  the  modern  distilla- 
tion-process. A  sketch  of  Boyle's  apparatus,  by  a  draughts- 
man of  the  period,  although  crude  in  certain  particulars, 
perhaps  owing   to  inaccurate  draughtsmanship,  was,  the 


lecturer  pointed  out,  identical  with  the  stills  in  use  at  the 
present  day  There  was  no  practical  difference  between  the 
apparatus  of  Boyle,  invented  a  century  and  a  half  ago,  and 
that  of  the  present  time. 

Coming  to  the  uses  of  distillation,  Mr.  Pope  showed  first 
of  all  the  process  for  obtaining  otto  of  roses.  The  apparatus 
used  in  some  parts  of  Bulgaria  and  Turkey  was  compared 
with  more  modern  inventions.  An  old  still  was  shown,  such 
as  is  used  at  the  present  time  in  Bulgaria  for  the  production 
of  otto,  and  it  appeared  to  be  exactly  the  same  as  that  used 
about  one  thousand  years  ago.  In  a  still  of  this  description, 
with  the  straight-pipe  coming  through  the  cooling-vessel 
and  the  fire  underneath  the  still,  it  was  shown  that  the 
rose-leaves  were  often  badly  burnt  and  the  quality  of  the  oil 
decreased,  whereas,  by  the  modern  methods,  in  which  the 
stills  are  heated  by  blowing  hot  steam  into  them,  a  larger 
quantity  of  oil  of  better  quality  can  be  obtained.  The  same 
applied  to  the  preparation  of  other  oils,  such  as  lavender, 
mint,  &c,  but  a  picture  of  a  lavender  plantation  in  the 
South  of  France  was  put  on  the  screen,  showing  the  primitive 
stills  still  in  use.  These  were  contrasted  with  a  modern 
lavender- distillery  as  photographed  in  a  present-day  German 
factory.  The  lecturer  parenthetically  remarked  that  un- 
fortunately he  had  no  drawing  of  an  English  lavender-oil 
still,  but  he  told  the  audience  that  English  oil  of  lavender 
was  acknowledged  to  be  better  than  either  German 
or  French,  a  statement  which  was  received  with  consider- 
able applause.  The  next  process  which  he  described  was  the 
preparation  of  peppermint-oil,  and  a  photograph  of  an 
Amei  ican  peppermint  plantation  and  a  peppermint  still  as 
used  in  an  American  distillery  were  shown.  The  latter,  Mr. 
Pope  said,  was  probably  one  of  the  largest  stills  in  the  world, 
being  capable  of  holding  400  tons  of  material.  Passing  from 
the  distillation  of  plants  to  that  of  woods,  he  showed  by 
means  of  his  invalnable  slides  the  grinding  of  the  wood  and 
the  subsequent  distillation  of  the  powder.  One  or  two  quaint 
Chinese  drawings  were  reproduced,  showing  the  apparatus 
in  use  at  the  present  time  in  China  for  tbe  distillation  of 
cassia  and  aniseed  oils.  The  crudity  of  the  Chinese  methods, 
which  are  the  same  as  those  in  use  in  Europe  four  or  five 
hundred  years  ago,  was  strictly  contrasted  with  modern 
machinery.  The  lecturer  then  spoke  on  the  manufacture  of 
sulphuric  acid  and  the  stills  in  use  for  that  process.  He 
explained  that  ordinary  metal  was  of  no  use,  and  that  large 
stills  of  aluminium,  costing  many  thousands  of  pounds,  had 
to  be  used.  Photos  of  sulphuric-acid  plant,  and  also  stills 
for  the  distillation  of  coal-tar  were  shown,  and  likewise  the 
process  for  the  purification  of  sugar  and  the  preparation  of 
sugar-crystals. 


Glasgow  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Assistants' 
and  Apprentices'  Association. 

At  the  meeting  held  on  Friday,  November  10,  Mr.  T. 
Maben,  Ph.C,  F.U.S.,  lectured  to  the  members  on 

"  A  Bottle  op  Soda-water." 

Mr.  J.  P.  Gilmour  (the  President),  introducing  Mr.  Maben 
to  the  meeting,  jocularly  asked  the  members  not  to  be  afraid 
of  him,  though  he  had  once  been  that  most  formidable  being 
to  the  assistant—  an  examiner  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Mr.  Maben,  before  proceeding  with  his  lecture,  expressed 
the  hope  that  the  members  would  not  measure  his  interest 
in  the  Association  by  the  frequency  with  which  he  attended 
the  meetings,  as,  though  he  could  not  be  often  present,  his 
interest  in  them  was  no  small  one.  He  looked  with  a  great 
amount  of  sympathy  on  their  work  and  the  programme  t'hey 
had  sketched  out  for  themselves  in  the  future.  In  tbe 
majority  of  shops  in  Glasgow  the  hours  were  much  too  long, 
ano  it  was  certainly  reasonable  for  a  young  man  who  worked 
till  9  or  10  o'clock  at  night  to  take  a  little  leisure  to 
himself.  He  was  glad  the  Association  existed,  if  for  no 
other  reason,  than  to  discuss  their  grievances.  Perhaps  they 
might  not  be  able  to  remedy  them  all  at  once ;  perhaps  it 
might  take  years  to  realise  some  of  the  things  the  Chairman 
wished  to  realise ;  but  it  had  been  the  same  in  all  movements, 
and  what  was  the  advance-guard  to-day  was  the  last  ditch 
of  conservatism  to-morrow.  He  hoped  that  the  effort  to 
secure  their  title  for  themselves  would  soon  be  realised, 
though  even  then  they  would  not  be  able  to  regulate  the  com- 
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panies  in  the  way  they  would  like,  much  less  to  suppress  them. 
It  was  a  poor  look-out  for  them  if,  after  all  their  years  of  hard 
work,  trouble,  and  expense  to  call  themselves  chemists  and 
druggists,  they  found  the  legal  right  to  the  name  was  only  a 
fiction.  He  differed  from  Mr.  Gilmour  with  regard  to  the 
effect  the  spread  of  secondary  education  would  have  on  the 
future  apprentice.  Many  of  the  young  men  who  could  be 
kept  by  their  parents  at  school  till  they  were  of  an  age  to 
pass  the  examinations  were  not  going  to  remain  behind  the 
counter.  They  would  go  on  to  the  university,  so  that  for  a 
long  time  to  come  they  would  not  be  troubled  with  too  many 
apprentices. 

Mr.  Maben  then  gave  an  interesting  description  of  the 
various  machines  for  the  manufacture  of  aerated  waters.  He 
spoke  of  the  great  strides  made  in  the  manufacture  of  these 
waters  during  the  past  twenty  years,  but  pointed  out  that  all 
machines  were  practically  the  same  in 'principle  as  those 
originally  used.  The  greatly-increased  consumption  had 
necessitated  the  erection  of  large  factories,  till  now  there  was 
practically  very  little  room  Jeft  for  the  individual  chemist  to 
go  into  the  manufacture.  He  explained  that,  at  the  price 
waters  were  now  sold,  it  was  difficult  to  run  a  small  manu- 
factory at  a  profit,  but  gave  some  valuable  hints  to  those  of 
his  hearers  who  might  get  a  connection  with  such  a  place 
how  to  work  it  to  the  best  advantage. 

At  the  conclusion  of  his  lecture  Mr.  Maben  showed  the 
various  styles  of  bottles  in  use. 


Newcastle- on =Tyne  and  District  Chemists' 

Association. 

At  a  meeting  of  this  Association,  held  on  November  8  at  the 
Hotel  Metropole,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  Mr.  C.  Ridley  (Presi- 
dent) in  the  chair,  an  animated  discussion  took  place  on 

The  Question  of  Chemists'  Titles. 
The  debate  was  introduced  by  Mr.  T.  Maltby  Clague,  and 
taken  part  in  by  the  President  and  Messrs.  Wright, 
Buckley,  Mebson,  Kebse,  Ellis,  Whitehead,  and  the 
Secretary.  The  following  resolution,  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Clague,  seconded  by  Mr.  Wright,  was  unanimously 
adopted : — 

That  this  meeting  expresses  its  conviction  that  in  the  interests 
of  the  public  and  of  pharmacy,  personal  qualification  of  the  re- 
sponsible owner  or  owners,  and  all  persons  having  control  of  the 
business,  is  imperative.  This  meeting  also  expresses  its  opinion 
that  the  bond-fide  pharmacist  will  be  able  to  conform  to  the 
principles  above  laid  down  without  disadvantage  to  himself  in 
such  portions  of  his  business  as  fall  under  the  designation  of 
"  shops  kept  open  for  the  retailing  and  compounding  of  medi- 
cines." 

The  next  meeting  will  take  place  on  December  6,  when 
Mr.  W.  Buckley,  North  Shields,  will  open  a  discussion  on 
"  The  Extension  of  Part  II.  of  the  Poisons  Schedule." 


Midland  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association. 

This  Association  held  a  smoking-concert  at  the  Exchange 
Rooms,  Birmingham.  Mr.  J.  Wakefield  occupied  the  chair. 
There  was  a  good  attendance  and  a  programme  which  was 
much  appreciated.  Messrs.  Child?,  Myer,  Spear,  Foster, 
Holland  and  Taylor  contributed  songs,  and  Mr.  Hebditch 
recitations.  A  collection  was  made  during  the  evening  in 
aid  of  the  Reservists'  Fund,  which  resulted  in  11.  7s.  being 
obtained. 

Jubilee  op  Salicylic  Acid. 

We  had  a  talk  this  week  with  one  of  the  guests  at  a 
banquet  held  in  the  Koaigl.  Belvedere,  Dresden,  ten  days 
ago  as  a  wind-up  to  the  festivities  which  have  marked  the 
completion  of  the  twenty-fifth  year  of  the  Chemischen 
Fabrik  von  Heyden.  The  menu  used  on  the  occasion  bore 
on  the  outer  cover  an  artistic  representation  of  the  goddess 
Hygeia  removing  leaves  from  the  Tree  of  Life  to  appease  the 
serpents  of  disease.  Under  the  tree  is  a  small  factory  which 
represents  the  von  Heyden  business  twenty-five  years  ago, 


and  on  the  plains  beyond  are  extensive  buildings  showing 
what  it  is  now — twentyfold  larger.  The  remarkable  growth 
of  von  Hejden's  business,  owing  to  the  enormously  increased 
consumption  of  salicylic  acid,  is  also  admirably  rendered  in 
a  book  of  songs  which  each  guest  received.  The  cover  of 
this  bears  a  very  amusing  sketch  of  salicylic-acid  making. 
First  we  have  a  German  kitchen,  in  which  the  hausfrau  is 
busy  at  the  kitchen-oven,  and  the  rest  of  the  family  are 
bringing  in  material  to  assist  in  the  salicylic-acid  making. 
That,  we  understand,  actually  represents  the  beginningsof  the 
manufacture  of  salicylic  acid  twenty-five  years  ago,  so  that 
the  present-day  plan  is  an  appropriate  set-off  to  the  first. 
The  songs  are  alt  in  German,  and  they  speak  of  salicylic 
acid  and  every  preparation  made  by  the  von  Heyden  firm. 

Western  Chemists'  Association. 

This  Metropolitan  Association  held  its  annual  dinner  at  the 
Cafe  Royal,  Regent  Street,  on  Wednesday  evening,  Novem- 
ber 15,  Mr.  John  F.  Harrington  in  the  chair.  It  wa3  an  ex- 
ceptionally pleasant  reunion  of  about  eighty  persons, 
characterised  by  a  good  dinner,  some  excellent  music,  and 
fair  speaking.  The  Presidents  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  and  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  sup- 
ported the  Chairman  on  the  right,  and  on  the  left  were 
Dr.  Luff,  Mr.  Walter  Hills,  and  Mr.  R.  A.  Robinson,  L  C.C. 
The  last-named  gentleman  was  the  first  to  speak  beyond  the 
conventionalities  when  toasting  the  Association,  and  with 
all  the  weight  of  a  London  County  Councillor  and  a  church- 
warden he  imported  the  company-question  into  his  speech  ; 
but  we  got  no  forrarder  thereby.  His  likening  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  to  "  the  Church  "  was  rather  hard  upon 
the  ecclesiastical  body,  and  his  views  on  the  company- 
question  are  of  the  status-quo  order.  His  summing-up  of  the 
principle  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  was  that  the  Government  in 
it  said  either  that  the  individual  who  owns  the  business 
should  be  qualified,  or  the  individual  who  hands  over  the 
poison  should  be — we  cannot  have  both.  [As  a  matter  of 
fact  the  Act  insists  on  both. — En.]  He  considered  that  we 
should  fight  for  the  former,  but  recognised  that  there  are 
difficulties;  indeed,  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  told  him  a  few  days  ago  that  there  are. 
Mr.  Robinson's  invitation  did  not  draw  the  Chairman,  who 
replied  to  the  toast,  nor  was  Mr.  Martindale,  who  had 
to  respond  for  "  The  Pharmaceutical  Society,"  to  be  drawn 
either.  He  told  us  all  about  the  Society's  functions 
in  a  pleasant  way — education,  examination,  registration, 
Benevolent  Fund,  the  museum,  the  Journal,  and  legal  pro- 
ceedings beirjg  treated  in  turn  ;  but  when  he  came  to  the 
Oouncil's  duty  on  company-pharmacy  the  President  was 
extra  cautious.  It  affects  us  deeply,  encroaches  on  our 
domain,  is  a  great  barrier  to  true  individual  pharmacy,  the 
pharmacy  which  it  has  been  the  object  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  to  promote;  but  the  subject  is  sic  i  judice,  and  he 
could  say  nothing  more  than  that  it  was  a  difficult  task,  and 
had  been  so  to  the  Council  for  many  years.  However,  they 
were  agreed  upon  two  things — namely,  to  protect  the  title 
and  try  to  get  the  principle  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  maintained. 
"  The  Visitors "  gave  Dr.  Luff  and  Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes  the 
opportunity  for  graceful  speeches,  Mr.  Holmes  appealing  for 
greater  support  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Conference.  Then 
Mr.  Walter  Hills,  in  giving  the  toast  of  "  The  Dinner  Com- 
mittee," rather  cleverly  discounted  Mr.  Robinson's  attempt  at 
controversy,  saying  that  he  would  be  ready  to  meet  the 
London  County  Councillor  at  the  December  meeting  of  the 
Association,  when  the  company-question  is  to  be  discussed. 
Mr.  Hills  got  the  laugh  of  the  diners  with  him,  for  he  was  in 
a  fine  free-fighting  mood,  yet  earnest  enough  to  tell  his 
hearers  that  in  his  dealing  with  the  company- question  he  is 
as  anxious  as  any  one  to  maintain  the  individuality  in 
pharmaceutical  progress  which  had  for  more  than  fifty 
years  been  the  aim  of  tbe  best  Biitish  pharmacists.  Messrs. 
Cracknell,  Mathews,  and  Taylor  replied  to  the  toast.  We 
ought  to  add  that  the  musical  arrangements  were  made  by 
Mr.  T.  Lawler,  whose  string- quintette  was  much  appreciated, 
as  also  were  Miss  Maude  Ballard's  and  Mr.  Quenton  Ashley's 
songs. 

"To  What  Base  Ushs,"  &c — The  Referee  says  that 
among  the  stores  seized  by  the  enemy  at  Dundee  was  a  case 
of  Vinolia  soap,  and  that  the  Boers,  never  having  seen  soap 
before,  concluded  it  was  cheese,  and  ate  it, 
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Irish  Pharmacy  Act. 

Management  op  Beanch  Shops. 

At  Athlone  Petty  Sessions  on  November  14,  Win.  Doyle, 
registered  druggist,  of  W.  Doyle  &  Co.,  druggists,  Ohurch 
Street,  Athlone,  was  proceeded  against  by  Police-Sergeant 
Connolly,  cx-qffioio  inspector  of  weights  and  measures,  for, 
as  alleged,  several  breaches  of  the  Pharmacy  (Ireland)  Act, 
1875.  There  were  in  all  six  summonses  against  the  defen- 
dant for  keeping  open  a  shop  for'selling  poisons,  which  shop 
he  did  not  personally  manage  and  conduct ;  and  did  employ 
for  the  purpose  of  selling  poisons  an  assistant  or  manager 
in  such  shop  who  was  not  qualified  according  to  law.  The 
defendant  was  charged  with  selling  arsenic  without  obtain- 
ing the  signature  of  the  purchaser,  as  required  by  Section  1, 
14  and  15  Vic,  chap.  13.  The  assistant,  John  Fry,  was  sum- 
moned for  retailing  the  arsenic.  The  case  had  been 
adjourned  from  a  previous  court.  Sergeant  Connolly 
siated  on  September  14  he  visited  Mr.  Doyle's  shop 
in  Church  Street,  and  asked  to  be  allowed  to  see 
the  sale  -  of  -  poisons  book  supposed  to  be  kept. 
It  was  produced  by  Mr.  Doyle's  assistant,  John  Fry.  He 
saw  in  it  two  entries  corresponding  to  those  produced 
(copies  of  entries  on  September  11  and  13).  They  were  not 
complete,  inasmuch  as  they  did  not  show  tha  signature  of 
the  purchaser  or  introducer  cf  the  purchaser,  if  there  was 
one.  He  asked  the  assistant  if  he  kept  the  book  showing 
who  made  the  sale,  and  he  said  he  aid — that  he  made  the 
sale,  and  used  to  make  the  sales  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Doyle. 
He  failed  to  comply  with  the  provisions  governing  the  sale 
of  arsenic,  which  showed  these  entiies  should  be  completed. 
Witness  enumerated  the  offences  committed — viz.,  (1) 
keeping  open  shop  not  personally  managed,  on  Sep- 
tember 11 ;  (2)  ditto,  on  September  13  ;  (3)  keeping  a  shop 
open  on  September  11,  and  having  a  person  managing  it 
who  was  not  qualified;  (4)  ditto,  on  September  13;  (5) 
selling  arsenic  on  September  11  without  complying  with  the 
regulations  of  the  Act;  (6)  ditto,  on  September  13. 

Mr.  John  Gaynor,  solicitor,  said  he  appeared  for  the 
defendant.  He  understood  it  was  the  first  prosecution  of 
the  kind  in  Athlone — -or,  for  that  matter,  elsewhere.  Mr.  Doyle 
conducted  his  business  in  a  way  that  reflected  credit  on  him. 
He  had  not  the  remotest  idea  that  he  was  guilty  of  any 
breach  of  the  Act.  They  admitted  the  offence,  but  be  asked 
the  Court,  if  they  pleaded  guilty  of  one  offence,  that  the 
sergeant  be  directed  to  withdraw  the  others  They  were 
very  sorry  for  what  they  had  done,  and  did  not  know  that 
they  were  doing  wrong. 

Sergeant  Connolly  said,  when  issuing  the  summonses  in 
this  case  he  got  no  instructions  to  insist  upon  a  conviction 
for  each  summons,  and  he  left  the  matter  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  the  Magistrates. 

Mr.  Gaynor:  Under  the  Act  the  Court  might  impose  a 
nominal  fine. 

Captain  Preston,  in  delivering  judgment,  said  they  were 
taking  a  very  lenient  view  of  the  case.  It  was  the  first 
prosecution  of  the  kind  heard  there  or  on  the  Koscommon 
side,  where  sessions  were  also  held.  They  were  very 
merciful  in  selecting  the  one  offence  to  be  dealt  with,  inso- 
much as  they  proceeded  on  one  of  the  two  sections  which 
did  not  provide  a  heavy  penalty.  If  they  went  on  the  first 
charge  the  defendant  could  not  be  fined  less  than  151,  for  it 
was  a  highly  penal  statute.  They  would  impose  a  fine  of 
20s.,  and  hoped  it  would  be  a  warning  to  defendant  and 
others. 

This  rule  was  entered,  and  the  remaining  cases  adjourned 
for  six  months. 


High  Court  Cases. 

The  Eival  Valentines. 

Mb.  Justice  Stirling  gave  judgment  in  the  Chancery 
Division  on  November  13  in  the  action  brought  by  the 
Valentine  Meat  Juice  Company  for  an  injunction  to  restrain 
the  Valentine's  Extract  Company  (Limited)  from  carrying 
on  business  as  manufacturers  or  vendors  of  any  preparation 


or  extract  of  meat  or  meat-juice  under  any  name  or  title 
of  which  the  word  "Valentine  "  formed  part,  and  to  lestrain 
Charles  Richard  Valentine  from  carrying  on  any  such  busi- 
ness without  clearly  distinguishing  it  from  that  of  the 
plaintiffs. 

The  first  part  of  the  case  was  heard  by  Mr.  Justice  Stirling 
in  the  early  part  of  the  summer,  and  the  evidence  is  fully 
reported  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  for  May  13,  20, 
and  June  24  :  but  we  may  briefly  recall  the  fact  that  the 
defendant  company  was  incorporated  in  1897,  with  a  capital 
of  4  000Z.,  to  work  an  invention  of  Mr.  C.  R.  Valentine's  for 
putting-up  an  extract  of  meat,  prepared  according  to  Liebig's 
process,  in  the  form  of  globules  or  capsules.  Mr.  C.  R. 
Valentine  was  the  moving- spirit  in  the  company.  Having 
recited  Mr.  0.  R.  Valentine's  connection  with,  and  the 
history  of,  the  defendant  company  (whose  business 
was  bought  back  by  Mr.  Valentine  in  1898),  Mr.  Justice 
Stirling  proceeded  to  say  that  the  plaintiff  company 
complained  that  the  defendants  bad  made  use  of  the  name 
"  Valentine  "  in  such  a  way  as  to  deceive  the  public  into  the 
belief  that  the  goods  sold  by  the  defendants  were  manufac- 
tured by  the  plaintiffs.  The  plaintiff  sought  absolutely  to 
restrain  the  defendant  company  and  its  directors  and  agents 
from  carrying  on  business  as  manufacturers  or  vendors  of 
any  preparation  of  extract  of  meat  under  any  name  or  title 
of  which  the  name  "  Valentine "  formed  part,  and  also  to 
restrain  the  defendant  C.  R  Valentine  from  carrying  on  any 
such  business  without  clearly  distinguishing  such  goods 
from  the  plaintiffs'.  Evidence  bad  been  given  by  chemists 
and  others  that  the  goods  sold  by  the  defendants  had  been 
dealt  in  in  the  belief  that  they  were  of  the  plaintiffs'  manu- 
facture ;  but  in  every  case  it  was  admitted,  in  cross- 
examination,  that  this  belief  arose  simply  from  the  use  by 
the  defendants  of  the  name  "Valentine."  With  reference 
to  the  claims  of  the  plaintiffs  it  appeared  not  unimportant 
to  observe  that  the  goods  manufactured  and  sold  Dy  the 
plaintiffs  and  defendants  were  of  a  different  nature.  The 
plaintiffs'  preparation  was  a  liquid,  and  that  of  the 
defendants  was  a  solid.  The  plaintiffs'  preparation  could 
not  be  used  to  the  best  advantage  with  hot  water. 
The  defendants'  was  most  conveniently  used  with 
hot  water.  The  plaintiffs'  preparation  was  a  medi- 
cine :  the  defendants'  was  a  food  ;  and  on  the 
evidence  he  found  that  there  was  really  no  substantial  com- 
petition between  the  two.  Both  were  prepared  from  meat, 
but  they  differed  a?  much  from  one  another  as  one  malt 
liquor  did  from  another — for  example,  pale  ale  from  porter 
or  stout.  It  lay  with  the  plaintiffs  to  establish  that  the 
defendants  were  selling  goods  in  such  a  way  as  to  represent 
to  the  public  that  they  were  the  manufacture  of  the  plaintiffs, 
and  while  the  defendants  bore  the  same  name  as  the  plaintiffs 
it  was  not  an  easy  ra-k  to  establish  this.  He  thought  the 
evidence  did  show  that  the  plaintiffs'  prepaiation  had  been 
designated  "  Valentine's  Meat  Juice,"  or  "  Extract,"  or 
simply  "Valentine's";  and  if  the  defendants  were  selling  a 
preparation  similar  to  the  plaintiffs',  it  might  be  that  the 
latter  would  have  succeeded  in  establishing  w'oat  the  Lord 
Justice  called  the  first  premiss.  The  plaintiffs,  however,  had 
never  manufactured  or  sold  any  goods  such  as  the  defendants 
had  put  on  the  market.  The  articles  sold  by  the  defendants 
were  in  appearance  and  in  reality  different  from  that  sold 
by  the  plaintiff*'.  The  defendants'  article  had  never  been 
known  cn  the  market  as  the  plaintiffs'.  In  his  judgment 
C.  R.  Valentine,  if  he  was  honestly  selling  the  business  on 
hia  own  name  and  account,  could  not  be  restrained  from 
using  his  own  name  in  connection  with  that  business.  That, 
however,  did  not  dispose  of  the  case.  He  had  still  to  inquiie 
whether  the  defendant  Valentine  had  not  done  something 
more  than  use  his  own  name  in  such  a  way  as  to  render  him 
liable  to  be  restrained  from  carrying  on  a  business  such  as 
he  had  done.  A  serious  attack  had  been  made  by  plaintiffs 
on  the  good  faith  of  the  defendant.  One  matter  much  to 
his  discredit  they  had  certainly  brought  heme  to  him.  It 
appealed  that  he  procured  the  trade-mark  "Valtine"  by 
registry  in  America,  and  in  respect  of  that  application  he 
signed  a  declaration  and  swore  to  the  truth  of  it.  He  was 
compelled  to  admit,  in  cross-examination,  that  that  declara- 
tion contained  more  than  one  statement  which  was  untrue. 
These  statements  were  so  inconsistent  with  the  facts  that  it 
was  difficult  to  understand  how  they  ever  came  to  be  made. 
The  acts  and  evidence  of  a  man  who  permitted  himself  to  do 
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what  the  defendant  admitted  that  he  did  could  not  be 
regarded  in  the  same  way  as  those  of  one  whose  integrity  was 
beyond  suspicion.  Plaintiffs  called  a  witness  who  stated 
that  in  the  course  of  conversation  with  the  defendant  C.  R. 
Valemine  he  said  to  defendant,  "I  think  you  will 
come  into  collision  with  Valentine's  meat-juice,"  to 
which  defendant  replied,  "  I  thick  it  will  help  us."  He 
did  not  attach  any  very  great  weight  to  this  evidence 
He  had  great  difficulty  in  saying  that  it  tended  to  identify 
him  with  the  plaintiff  company,  and  tbere  was  no  evidence 
that  anyone  was  deceived  by  it.  Though  the  case  had  many 
features  of  suspicion  he  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
want  of  good  faith  on  the  part  of  the  defendants  was  not 
established.  It  still  remained  to  inquire  whether  the  defen- 
dant company  was  entitled  to  make  use  of  the  name  "  Valen- 
tine." If  defendant  C  R.  Valentine  had  himself  commenced 
business  and  carried  it  on  under  his  own  name  he  would 
have  been  entitled  to  assign  to  the  company  the  goodwill  of 
the  business  and  the  right  to  use  his  came,  always  supposing  it 
was  done  in  good  faith.  The  defendant  Valentine,  however, 
never  bitnseli'  carried  on  the  business  of  manufacturing  and 
selling  the  globules.  lie  formed  the  defendant  company, 
giving  it  his  own  name  and  making  over  to  it  the  sc-called 
goodwill,  consisting  of  the  benefit  of  promises  made  to  him 
by  persons  well  disposed  towards  him.  Such  a  goodwill 
could  not  be  of  very  substantial  value.  The  defendant 
intended  that  the  business  should  be  canied  on  for  his  own 
benefit,  though  apparently  his  own  resources  were  cot  suffi- 
cient to  enable  him  to  start.  His  Lordship  thought  under 
these  circumstances  he  was  entitled,  acting  in  good  faith,  to 
give  his  own  name  to  the  company  which  he  founded.  In 
his  judgment,  therefore,  the  action  failed  and  must  be  dis- 
missed, but  without  costs. 

Savonol  v.  Savoline. 

Messes.  J.  C.  &  J.  Field  (Limited)  have  registered  the  word 
"Savonol"  as  a  trade-mark,  and  the  VVagel  Syndicate 
(Limited)  use  the  word  "Savoline"  The  former  company 
object  to  that,  and  seek  to  restrain  the  Synoicate  by  in- 
junction. The  latter  have  responded  with  a  motion  to  have 
"  Savonol "  removed  from  the  register  of  trade-marks.  The 
whole  matter  came  before  Mr.  Justice  Byrne  on  November  10, 
but  by  agreement  the  case  was  adjourned  for  three  weeks. 

Royal  Baking-powoee. 

The  case  in  respect  to  the  registration  of  this  baking- 
powder  trade-mark  is  not  to  be  taken  during  the  present 
sittings  of  the  High  Court.  Messrs.  Wright,  Crossley  &  Co. 
(■Liverpool)  and  the  Royal  Baking-powder  Company  (New 
York)  are  concerned  io  it.  The  Board  of  Trade  has  referred 
the  matter  ti  the  High  Court,  and  as  there  are  six 'y- three 
witnesses,  of  whom  fifty-four  have  to  be  cross-examined, 
more  time  is  needed.  Some  of  the  witnesses  have  to  come 
from  the  United  States,  Scotland,  and  Ireland.  Mr.  Justice 
Byrne  is  to  hear  the  case. 

The  "Izal"  Teade-maek. 

In  the  Chancery  Division  on  November  16,  Mr.  Justice  North 
heard  an  action  in  which  Messrs.  Newton,  Chambers  &  Co. 
(Limited),  manufacturers  of  "Izal"  and  its  preparations, 
sought  to  restrain  a  defendant,  Nicholls,  trading  as  Isola  & 
Co.,  from  infringing  their  trade-marks  and  from  passing  off 
any  pills,  ointment,  &c,  not  being  their  goods,  as  and  for 
their  goods  by  the  use  of  the  word  "  IsoIa,"  or  any  other 
words  resembling  their  trade  mark  11  Izal."  Counsel  stated 
that  defendant  had  agreed  to  an  order  in  the  terms  of  the 
notice  of  motion,  and  had  also  undertaken  to  withdraw  all 
advertisements  and  labels  bearing  the  word  "  Isola."  There 
was  no  order  as  to  costs. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drug's  Act. 

Vinegar. 

At  East  Penwith  Petty  Sessions  on  November  7,  Mary  Jane 
Webster,  Troon,  Camborne,  was  charged  with  selling  vinegar 
which,  according  to  the  certificate  of  the  public  analyst, 
was  not  "  true  vinegar."  The  defence  was  that  the  analysis 
was  not  an  analysis  of  the  component  parts  of  the  sample 
supplied.  It  was  purified  acetic  acid  distilled  from  wood, 
and  was  not  ■'  true  vinegar,"  but  the  certificate  did  not  say 


it  was  not  "  vinegar  "  at  all.  A  recent  case  at  Bristol  was 
quoted,  in  which  it  was  held  that  "  wood-vinegar  is  a  well- 
known  commercial  commodity  and  known  as  'vinegar.'" 
The  Bench  dismissed  the  case. 

Camphoeated  Oil. 

At  Durham  Petty  Sessions  on  November  15,  George  Holmes 
and  Alfred  J.  Richmond,  wholesale  druggists,  of  Dar- 
lington, were  summoned  for  wrongfully  giving  a  laoel  with 
camphorated  oil  sold  by  them.  The  sample  was  found  to 
contain  %Q'~i2>  percent,  of  rape  instead  of  olive  oil.  Mr.  Scott 
Elder,  who  prosecuted,  stated  that  this  was  the  first  case 
taken  under  the  subsection  of  the  Act.  Defendants  were 
fined  the  full  penalty — 20/.  and  costs. 


County  Court  Cases. 

The  Chemist  and  the  Doctor's  Bill. 

At  the  Cardiff  County  Court  on  November  10,  Mr.  William 
Lloyd,  surgeon,  sued  Mr.  Charles  Fargher,  chemist,  Cardiff, 
for  121.  12*.  for  medical  attendance.  Defendant  brought  a 
counterclaim  for  a  similar  amount  for  alleged  negligence. 

Plaintiff  stated  that  on  Au^cst  29  he  was  sent  for  to  attend 
Mr.  Fargher,  and  visited  him  eighty-one  times.  He  was  of 
opinion  that  Mr.  Fargher  had  fractured  his  tibia,  although  he 
made  no  examination  by  the  Rontgen-rays.  On  September  3 
witness  took  in  another  medical  man  at  Mr.  Fargher's 
request. 

Mr.  Fargher  stated  that  when  a  child  his  hip-joint  was 
injured,  and  on  August  29  he  fell  downstairs  and  his  lame  leg 
doubled  underneath  his  body.  Dr.  Lloyd,  whom  he  sent  for,  told 
him  the  bone  was  broken  at  the  ankle,  and  put  the  leg  into 
splints.  Witness  was  not  able  to  wear  the  splints  and  on  the 
third  day  the  doctor  painted  round  the  ankle  with  iodine, 
the  result  beiDg  that  Olivers  were  produced  which  took  five 
weeks  t:>  heal.  On  Ssptember  3  Dr.  Corrigan  was  called  in, 
and  a  week  or  two  after  he  heard  Dr.  Corrigan  say  Mr. 
Fargher  must  choose  between  Dr.Llo)dand  himself.  He 
had  screened  Dr.  Lloyd  all  he  could,  but  refused  to  do  so 
any  loDger. 

Dr.  Corrigan  stated  that  Mr.  Fargher's  leg  had  not  been 
fractured  at  all,  but  there  had  been  a  severe  rupture  of  the 
tendons.  He  had  examined  the  leg  by  the  .r-rays,  and  was 
convinced  that  Dr.  Llojd  had  made  a  wrong  diagnosis  of  the 
case  and  told  him  so.  The  treatment  might  have  been 
wrong  at  first,  but  it  was  all  right  afterwards.  In  cases  of 
doubt  it  was  customary  to  treat  for  the  more  serious  injury. 
He  did  nob  say  the  iodine  was  wrong,  but  he  would  not  have 
applied  it  himself  and  never  heard  of  anyone  else  doing  so. 
He  did  not  consider  that  Dr.  Lloyd  had  bsen  negligent  in 
any  way,  although  he  might  have  worried  the  patient  by 
over-anxiety  to  do  the  right  thing. 

Dr.  Wallace  gave  similar  testimony,  and  also  expressed  the 
opinion  that  there  had  been  no  negligence  on  Dr.  Lloyd's 
part. 

After  this  evidence  Mr.  Sankey,  for  the  defendant,  with- 
drew the  counterclaim. 

His  Honour  said  a  charge  of  this  kind  ought  not  to  be 
made  unless  there  was  the  strongest  evidence  to  support  it. 
He  considered  that  the  defendant  ought  not  only  to  with- 
draw the  charges  but  apologise  to  Dr.  Lloyd  for  having  made 
them. 

Mr.  Sankey  thereupon  withdrew  the  charges  and  apologised 
to  Dr.  Lloyd.  Judgment  was  given  for  the  plaintiff  for  the 
amount  claimed  with  costs,  and  for  Dr.  Lloyd  on  the  counter- 
claim, also  with  C03ts. 

Tonsil-guillotines. 

An  action  under  the  Employers  and  Workmen  Act  was 
heard  by  Judge  Addison,  Q  C  ,  sitting  at  Southwark  County 
Court  last  week.  Messr;>.  Down  Brothers,  surgical  instru- 
ment makers,  sued  a  man  named  Konst  to  recover  12/  18s  9d  , 
money  overdrawn  by  him  while  in  their  employment,  and  the 
value  of  work  he  had  left  unfinished  Mr.  Mozley-Stark  (for 
the  plaintiffs)  explained  that  the  defendant  was  employed 
by  his  clients  in  March.  He  was  paid  by  the  piece,  but 
was  allowed  to  draw  21.  5s.  weekly.  If,  when  the  job  was 
finished,  he  had  earned  more  than  he  had  been  paid  in 
weekly  drawings,  he  was  given  the  balance,  or,  if  less,  he  was 
debited  on  his  next  job.    He  worked  specified  hours,  con- 
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formed  to  the  plaintiffs'  rules  and  regulations,  and  was 
exclusively  in  their  employ.  About  August  he  had  over- 
drawn about  191 ,  and  was  &iven  an  order  to  make  outright  a 
certain  number  of  Mackenzie's  guillotines  for  cutting  tenuis. 
The  work  would  take  him  about  a  month,  but  after  working 
at  them  for  three  weeks  he  left  their  service  without  notice. 
The  instruments  were  left  in  all  stages  of  manufacture,  and 
it  was  difficult  to  get  another  man  to  take  over  and  finish 
the  wot k.  They  allowed  the  defendant  for  the  whole  job, 
and  deducted  it  from  what  he  owed,  but  added  to  the  result 
what  it  would  cost  for  another  man  to  finish  the  work.  The 
plaintiffs  did  not  sue  for  damage*  for  leaving  without  notice 
because  they  did  not  consider  they  were  entitled  to. 

His  Honour  remarked  that  that  notion  was  not  the  law. 
Defendant  was  no  less  a  weekly  servant  because  he  was  paid 
by  the  piece. 

Evidence  was  given  by  the  plaintiffs'  foreman  as  to  the 
practice  of  the  firm,  after  which  his  Honour  remarked  that 
the  defendant  was  not  entitled  to  anything  for  the  job  until 
he  had  completed  it.  He  was  allowed  to  draw  21.  5s.  per 
week  on  condition  that  he  would  complete  his  contract. 

Mr.  Stark  said  the  firm  preferred  to  credit  him  with  the 
part  he  had  done. 

His  Honour  expressed  surprise  at  there  being  such  a 
demand  for  these  particular  instruments,  and  was  informed 
that  a  large  number  were  sent  to  Egypt  and  the  Transvaal, 
and  plaintiffs  had  bad  a  man  engaged  for  five  years  making 
nothing  else. 

The  defendant  said  that  when  he  was  engaged  he  was 
promised  that  the  top  floor  of  the  factory  in  which  he 
worked  would  be  fully  equipped  with  necessary  tools,  and 
steam-power  would  be  carried  through.  This  latter  was  not 
done,  although  he  often  spoke  abcut  it,  and  he  had  to  go  to 
another  floor  every  time  he  wanted  steam-power.  That  was 
the  reason  he  left. 

The  foreman  declared  that  no  such  complaint  had  ever 
been  made. 

His  Honour  told  the  defendant  that  he  had  behaved  very 
badly  to  his  employers,  and  unless  he  made  his  peace  with 
them  it  would  be  worse  for  him.  If  he  did  not  he  would 
give  judgment  against  him,  and  if  he  did  not  pay  he  would 
send  turn  to  prison  with  the  greatest  satisfaction.  Ho  gave 
him  the  option  allowed  by  the  Act  of  giving  an  undertaking 
to  complete  the  work. 

Defendant  said  he  could  not  do  that,  as  he  had  another 
situation.  He  complained  that  the  plaintiffs  had  a  system 
whereby  they  got  their  workmen  into  debt,  and  so  bound 
them.  One  of  their  employes  owed  them  40Z ,  and  could 
Dever  get  away  from  the  place. 

His  Honour :  That  is  because  ha  draws  too  much  money, 
and  will  not  do  enough  work.  There  is  judgment  for  the 
plaintiffs  for  101  14s.  9d.  and  costs,  to  be  paid  at  the  rate  of 
15s.  a  month,  and  mind  you  pay  it  regularly.  If  you  do  not 
I  will  send  you  to  prison  without  the  least  compunction. 
You  have  behaved  very  badly. 

Dismissal  without  Notice. 

On  November  8  at  Wandsworth  County  Court,  the  ad- 
journed case  of  Taberham  v.  May's  Drug-stores  (Limited) 
was  heard.  Plaintiff,  the  late  manager  at  one  of  the 
defendants'  branches,  sought  to  recover  wages  in  lieu  of 
notice.  It  was  stated  that  plaintiff  was  engaged  as  manager 
to  the  defendant  company  in  189B  at  a  salary  of  21.  10s.  per 
week,  with  an  assistant.  One  hour  was  allowed  for  dinner 
and  half  an  hour  for  tea.  At  the  beginning  of  the  present 
year  the  assistant  left  and  no  other  was  obtained,  plaintiff 
being  told  by  the  secretary  of  the  company  that  the  errand- 
boy  was  to  be  made  use  of.  On  September  25,  whilst 
plaintiff  was  gone  to  his  dinner,  the  secretary  came  down, 
and  the  following  day  plaintiff  was  summarily  dismissed 
for  leaving  the  boy  in  charge. 

Plaintiff,  who  conducted  his  own  case,  contended  that  as 
he  was  engaged  on  the  understanding  that  he  was  to  have 
an  hour  for  dinner,  and  seeing  that  the  agreement  was  never 
cancelled  or  altered,  he  was  entitled  to  take  his  dinner-hour 
whenever  he  had  any  one  to  leave  in  charge.  He  claimed  a 
week's  wages  in  lieu  of  notice. 

The  defence  was  that  the  company  were  justified  in  dis- 
charging the  plaintiff,  as  he  left  the  shop.  He  should  have 
sent  the  boy  out  to  fetch  his  dinner. 

His  Honour  Judge  Lushirgton,  Q.C.,  gave  judgment  for 


the  plaintiff  with  costs,  and  observed  that  to  his  mind 
plaintiff  had  not  exceeded  the  bounds  of  bis  agreement  with 
the  company.  It  appeared  to  him  that  plaintiff  had  adopted  a 
reasonable  course  in  the  matter. 

"Albion  Chemical  Disinfectant  Company." 
At  the  Shoreditoh  County  Court  on  November  14,  before 
Judge  French,  QC,  Maurice  Dickerson,  of  150  Winston 
Road,  Stoke  Newington,  N  ,  brought  an  action  against 
Henry  William  Broadbridge,  described  as  proprietor  of  the 
"Elephant"  public-house,  High  Street,  Kingsland,  N.,  for 
50Z ,  arrears  of  wages  and  damages  for  wrongful  dismissal 
from  his  position  of  joint-manager  of  the  "Albion  Chemical 
Disinfectant  and  Manufacturing  Company."  Mr.  Glasgow 
appeared  for  the  plaintiff,  and  Mr.  Cohen  was  counsel  for 
the  defendant. 

The  Judge  asked  what  chemical  disinfectant  was  manu- 
factured 1 

Mr.  Cohen  replied  that  that  must  remain  a  secret,  as  a 
new  company  now  had  the  prescriptions,  but  it  was  made  of 
ingredients  in  a  style  not  unlike  "  Jeyes' "  and  "  Sanitas." 

Mr.  Glasgow  stated  that  the  plaintiff,  a  young  man  having 
a  slight  knowledge  of  drugs  and  chemicals,  started  a 
business  with  another  young  man  named  Barclay  Moore  for 
the  manufacture  of  a  disinfectant  fluid,  and  the  business 
was  started  as  "  Barclay  &  Co  "  at  Stoke  Newiogton. 

The  Judge  :  Did  the  disinfectant  have  aDy  special  name 
or  trade-mark  1 

Mr.  Glasgow :  Not  then,  but  I  believe  it  is  now  known 
as  

Mr.  Cohen:  I  object  to  the  name  bein^  disclosed  as  irre- 
levant to  this  case,  and  prejudicial  to  the  present  company. 

The  Judge  :  Oh,  the  new  company  may  have  taken  up  a 
bad  concern,  but  that  does  not  matter  ;  go  on. 

Mr.  Glasgow:  The  defendant  is  now  a  part- proprietor;  it 
is  the  "Santiline"  Disinfectant  Company,  or  some  such 
name.  The  plaintiff  put  IbOl.  in  the  concern,  but  the  busi- 
ness did  not  succeed,  and  was  sold  to  the  defendant 
for  60Z.  He  changed  the  title  of  the  company  to  the 
"Albion  Chemical  Disinfectant  and  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany," and  drew  up  agreements  appointing  the  plaintiff  and 
Moore  joint  managers  at  a  salary  of  30s.  each  per  week  for 
three  years,  the  agreement  to  cease  by  three  months'  notice  on 
either  side.  This  was  in  September  1898,  and  the  same 
month  the  defendant  took  a  paitner  named  Frederick  W. 
Theeman,  but  in  January,  1899,  the  defendant  hid  all  the  stock 
and  fittings  removed  secretly  to  94  High  Street,  Kingsland. 
The  business  then  practically  stood  still. 

In  August  the  plaintiff  was  discharged  on  merely  a  week's 
notice  and  told  that  the  agreement  was  not  worth  the  paper 
it  was  written  on,  and  the  defendant  refused  to  pay  up  the 
arrears  of  wages. 

The  plaintiff  was  called  and  bore  out;  his  counsel's  state- 
ment, and  in  cross-examination  denied  that  when  a  new 
partner  joined  the  defendant  he  agreed  to  start  on  a  fresh 
engagement  at  25s.  a  week,  and  took  that  sum  for  16  weeks 
expecting  to  have  the  difference  made  up  when  the  business 
got  on.  He  was  now  a  clerk  in  a  wholesale  druggist's  in  the 
City,  earning  27s.  a  week. 

For  the  defence  Mr.  Broadbridge  said  that  he  bought  the 
business  for  60Z.  believing  it  was  a  sound  chemical  dis- 
infectant, but  it  proved  a  business  that  had  never  had  any 
profR 

Mr.  Glasgow  :  You  expected  for  602.  to  get  a  concern  that 
was  going  to  outdo  companies  with  thousands  of  pounds 
capital,  and  when  you  found  your  mistake  you  tried  to 
shuffle  out  of  your  agreement. 

Continuing:,  the  defendant  said  that  in  January  last  he 
told  both  Moore  and  the  plaintiff  that  "  the  thing  was 
broke,"  and  he  dissolved  the  partnership  with  Theeman  and 
took  the  utensils  to  his  yard  at  the  public- house.  (Laugh 
ter.)  Out  of  charity  he  gave  Moore  and  the  plaintiff  odd 
work  at  the  public-bouse,  but  in  May  he  restarted  with 
a  new  partner  and  re  engaged  the  plaintiff  at  25s.  a  week. 
Nothing  was  ssid  about  any  arrears  or  old  agreement. 

Judge  French,  in  giving  his  decision,  said  it  appeared  to 
bim  that  the  parties  had  all  been  mixed  up  in  a  business 
that  required  skill  and  knowledge  that  clerks  and  publicans 
could  not  be  (xpected  to  possess,  and  there  was  little 
wonder  the  disinfectant  never  realised  expectation.  A  more 
varied  and  curious  career  for  a  company  he  had  never  heard 
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of  before,  and,  though  it  was  a  question  of  what  the  value  was 
of  the  preparation  concocted  by  these  two  clerks,  he  did  not 
wish  to  say  anything  to  injure  the  present  owners,  but  it 
would  be  well  for  them  to  study  the  nature  and  power  of  the 
ingredients.  The  plaintiff's  claim  was  clearly  made  out,  for 
there  was  no  evidence  of  discharge  in  January,  but  rather 
he  was  kept  on  in  the  public-house  to  keep  the  dis- 
infectant-business together.  He  believed  it  was  a  new 
agreement  in  May.  Judgment  would  therefore  be  for  the 
plaintiff  on  the  agreement  up  to  May  for  the  arrears  and 
notice,  which  would  be  fixed  at  21/.,  and  costs. 


Bankruptcies  ano  jfaUures. 

Re  William  Wakefield,  51  Coburg  Street  and  24 
Ban  stead  Street,  Leeds,  Herbalist. 
At  the  Leeds  Bankruptcy  Court  on  November  14,  this 
debtor,  with  liabilities  12AI.  10s.  8^7.  and  assets  16/.  lis., 
attributed  his  [failure  to  the  "  Corporation  demolishing 
premises  in  North  Street,  and  stopping  business."  The 
premises  being  required  for  street  improvements  in  May, 
1896,  the  managing  director  of  the  company  took  part  of  the 
stock  for  money  lent,  and  the  remainder  was  distrained  upon 
for  rent.    The  examination  was  closed. 


before  floating.  He  also  transferred  all  his  fully -paid  shares 
to  his  solicitor  and  two  directors.  The  solicitor  sued  the 
company  for  the  debt  of  130/..  and  sold  the  effects  by 
auction,  realising  altogether  40Z.  The  company  had  not 
been  wound  up,  the  directors  refusing  to  incur  the  expense. 
Debtor  left  the  retail  shop  on  February  1,  the  property 
having  to  be  pulled  down,  and  he  received  90/.  from  the 
Corporation,  which,  he  said,  he  expended  in  removing  and 
getting  the  new  shop  ready.  The  alleged  causes  of  failure 
are  "  bid  trade,  loss  by  removal,  and  loss  on  floating  limited 
conapany,  since  sold  up."  The  liabilities  are  stated  at 
464/.  3s.  2,d.,  and  assets  at  51.  5s.  The  following  are 
creditors  : — 

£    s.  d. 

Bleasdale  &  Co.,  York    39  18  4 

Cole,  G.  H  ,  Leeds   20    3  8 

Forsyth,  McKechnie  &  Co.,  Glasgow    ...      11    3  5 

Hanson,  W.,  Leeds   19  13  9 

Southall,  Brothers  &  Barclay  (Limited), 

Birmingham    10  11  5 

Tuley,  Thomas,  Leeds    38    2  6 

Whitaker,  Lucas,  Leeds   83    0  0 

Bankers,  Leeds   212    5  0 


Be  Aethuk  B.  H.  Cumberland,  late  of  Blackfriars  Road, 
S.E ,  Mediciue-manufacturer. 

AT  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court  on  November  15,  before 
Mr.  Registrar  Giffard,  this  debtor  applied  to  pass.  The 
accounts  showed  liabilities  2  100/.  and  assets  nil. 

The  debtor  commenced  business  in  189  L  at  Blackfriars 
Road  as  proprietary-medicine  manufacturer,  under  the  style 
of  the  Anticuta  Company.  The  following  year  he  sold  a 
half-sbare  of  the  business  for  500/.,  the  purchaser  further 
introducing  500/.  for  working  capital.  Trading  was  con- 
tinued at  the  same  address  and  under  the  same  style  until 
January,  1893,  when  the  business  was  transferred  to  the 
Anticuta  Syndicate  (Limited).  The  consideration  was 
4,000/ ,  payable  as  to  400/.  io  cash  and  the  balance  in 
shares.  The  debtor  acted  as  traveller  for  the  Syndicate  on 
salary  and  commission  until  October,  1893,  wnen  it  was 
wound  up.  He  next  went  into  the  tea-trade,  and  attributed 
his  appearance  at  the  court  to  loss  and  law-costs  in  con- 
nection with  the  latter  business. 

The  examination  was  ordered  to  be  concluded. 

Re  Newman  John  Matthewman,  10  Fenchurch  Buildings, 
B.C.,  Patent-pill  Manufacturer  and  Vendor. 

This  debtor  was  publicly  examined  at  the  London  Bank- 
ruptcy Court  last  week.  His  filed  accounts  showed  total 
liabilities  4,832/.  19s.  8d.  (unsecured  1,411/.  10s.  lOd.)  and 
assets  425/.  15s.  9d. 

The  debtor  said  he  started  the  "  L.V."  pill-business  in 
January,  1898,  and  carried  it  on  for  about  eighteen  months. 
It  proved  a  dead  loss,  and  cost  him  about  1,500/.,  principally 
for  advertising  the  pill.  The  money  came  out  of  another 
business  that  he  had  carried  on  as  a  public-house  broker. 
No  balance-sheets  were  ever  prepared  to  show  the  results  of 
the  pill-business.  He  did  not  know  that  he  was  insolvent 
until  last  May,  when  judgment  was  obtained  against  him 
in  an  action  for  slander.    The  examination  was  concluded 


Partly-secured  Creditor. 

Tuley,  Thomas,  Leeds   

Estimated  value  of  security,  40/. 
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IRew  Companies  &  Company  IRews. 

Ditton  Oil-mills  (Limited). — Capital  5.000Z.,  in  11. 
shares.  Objects  :  To  carry  on  the  business  of  seed  merchants, 
dealers  in  oil-cake,  oil  merchants  and  refiners,  &c.  The  first 
directors  are  M.  Amoroso  and  W.  Turner. 

Consumption  Institute  and  Sanatoria  (Limited)  — 
Registered  with  twenty  members,  each  liaole  for  10/. 
Objects:  To  adopt  an  agreement  with  J.  B.  Cunningham, 
and  to  establish  and  maintain  a  sanatorium  or  sanatoria  for 
tuberculous  or  other  patients.  Mr.  C  E.  White,  59  Penge 
Road,  South  Norwood,  chemist,  is  the  first  of  the  signatories. 

Midland  Apothecaries  (Limited). — Capital  25,000/, 
in  1/.  shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  the  businesses  carried  on 
by  W.  Jones,  as  "  Morris  Banks  &  Co.,"  and  by  F.  H.  Prosser, 
as  "  F.  H.  Prosser  &  Co  ,"  at  2-3  High  Street,  Birmingham, 
and  at  114  Spring  Hill,  Birmingham,  respectively,  and  to 
carry  on  the  business  of  wholesale  and  retail  druggists, 
manufacturing  and  analytical  chemists,  surgical  instrument 
manufacturers,  &c.  The  subscribers  are : — J.  H.  Hellewell, 
Overdale,  Somerleyton  Avenue,  Kidderminster,  manufac- 
turer; W.  Jones,  2-3  High  Street,  Birmingham,  chemist  and 
druggist;  F.  H.  Prosser,  26  Selwyn  Road,  Birmingham, 
pharmaceutical  chemist ;  A.  L.  Crockford,  71  Temple  Row, 
Birmingham,  solicitor;  W.  A.  Nachinsen,  112  Edmund 
Street,  Birmingham,  chartered  accountant ;  W.  F.  Parker,  262 
Stratford  Road,  Birmingham,  clerk ;  and  J.  H.  Powell, 
Dulas,  Stechford,  Birmingham,  clerk.  The  first  directors 
are  J.  H  Hellewell,  W.  Jones,  and  F.  H.  Prosser.  Qualification, 
250/.  Remuneration,  200/.  per  annum,  divisible.  Registered 
office,  112  Edmund  Street,  Birmingham. 


Re  Charles  Alfred  Jones,  Junction  Pharmacy,  York 
Street  and  Marsh  Lane,  Leeds,  Chemist  and  Druggist. 
This  debtorunderwent  public  examination  on  November  14, 
at  Leeds,  and  it  appeared  that  the  business  had  been 
managed  by  the  debtor  for  about  sixteen  years.  Four  years 
ago  he  entered  into  an  agreement,  to  purchase  it  for  380/. 
He  started  with  50/.  bank  overdraft  guaranteed  by  his 
brother.  The  business  was  wholesale  and  retail,  and  in 
1897  he  floated  the  whole  business  as  a  limited  company, 
under  the  style  of  "  Charles  Jones  &  Co.  (Limited),"  with  a 
nominal  capital  of  2  000/ ,  in  1/.  shares.  The  assets  consisted 
of  stock-in-trade,  fixtures,  horses,  wherries,  and  other 
effects,  and  the  purchase-money^  was  fixed  at  800/.  Only 
120/.  was  subscribed  by  the  public.  Debtor  stated 
that  he  received  170/.,  and  paid  therewith  debt*  owing 
prior  to  the  formation,  leaving  a  balance  of  130/.  due, 
which  he  assigned  to    the    solicitor  for  costs  incurred 


R  White  &  Sons  (Limited). — A  new  issue  of  this 
company  has  been  put  forward.  The  original  company  was 
incorporated  in  1894  with  a  capital  of  300  000/.,  all  of  which 
was  taken  up  by  the  vendors.  The  company  now  comes 
forward  with  a  capital  of  800,000/.,  in  51.  shares,  divided  into 
60  000  5  per-cent.  cumulative  preference  and  100,000 
ordinary.  The  company  has  recently  acquired  the  Kops 
brewery  business,  together  with  a  boxmaking  factory  and 
plant.  It  is  certified  that  the  net  profits  have  increased 
yearly,  and  that  they  amounted  to  111,149/.  for  1898.  The 
report  states  that  the  growth  of  the  businesses  has  neces- 
sitated considerable  capital  outlay,  and  the  present  issue  is 
made  in  order  to  repay  temporary  advances  and  provide  for 
capital  expenditure  already  made  during  the  current  year 
(about  70  000/  ),  after  which  there  will  remain  a  balance  of 
about  125  000/.  available  for  the  purposes  of  the  company 
and  working-capital.  Including  this  latter  amount  the 
assets  are  put  at  a  total  of  781  446/ ,  and  it  is  pointed  out 
that  by  the  articles  of  association  20.000/.  has  to  be  placed 
to  the  credit  of  reserve  before  payment  of  any  dividend  upon 
the  ordinary  share  capital. 
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Correspondence, 


In  writing  letters  for  publication  correspondents  should  adopt 
a  concise,  but  not  abbreviated,  style.    They  are  requested  to 

write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  Letters 
OTotlce  to  with  or  without  a  noin-de-plume,must  beau-then- 
dents SI>0n"  t'catea'  by  the  name  and  address  of  the  writer. 

Queries  should  be  written  on  separate  pieces  of 
paper,  and  the  regulations  printed  under  the  section  to  which 
hey  apply  should  be  strictly  observed. 


The  Analysis  of  Drugs. 

Sir, — It  seems  probable  that  the  custom  recently  enforced 
in  Irelandof  having  drugs  for  public  dispensaries  periodically 
examined  will  shortly  spread  into  Great  Britain.  As  very 
little  work  seems  to  have  hitherto  been  done  in  this  direc- 
tion, I  cannot  but  think  that  it  should  prove  of  great  interest 
and  service  if  you  were  to  inaugurate  a  discussion  as  to 
standards,  tests,  reactions,  &c,  for  the  B.P.  galenicals.  In 
my  own  very  limited  experience  of  drug-examinations  I  have 
met  with  such  difficulties  as  the  following,  on  which  some 
of  your  correspondents  may  be  sood  enough  to  throw 
light. 

Liq.  Ergot — When  this  is  being  distilled  to  ascertain  the 
proportion  of  alcohol,  I  notice  a  metbylamine  odour.  Is 
this  always  found,  or  only  in  samples  which  have  undergone 
change  1 

Ext.  Taraxaci. — A  sample  of  this  gave  the  reaction  for 
glucose     Is  such  normally  present  in  a  fresh  extract  ? 

Tr.  Clilorof.  et  Morph.  Co — Can  anyone  suggest  an  easy 
process  to  separate  and  estimate  the  morphine  ?  The  gly- 
cerin and  cannabis  indica  seem  to  make  it  very  tedious  and 
uncertain. 

Liniments. — In  the  list  of  drugs  which  you  recently 
published  [in  our  Irish  Supplement — Ed  ],  showing  the 
requirements  of  the  Irish  Poor-law  Boards,  you  may  observe 
that  liniments  were  supposed  to  be  made  with  rectified 
alcohol,  and  charged  accordingly.  Now,  although  every 
pharmacist  thinks  he  could  distinguish  a  rectified  from  a 
methylated  liniment,  it  is  not  easy  to  get  a  simple  and 
definite  chemical  test.  But  perhaps  your  correspondents 
can  enlighten  me. 

Ext.  Cascarts  Liq. — Is  the  proportion  of  solid  extract  not 
usually  20  to  25  per  cent.,  and  is  it  often  32  per  cent,  as  in  a 
report  lately  published  by  you  1 

Yours  truly, 

19  North  Earl  Street.  Dublin,  J.  0.  McWalteb. 

November  11. 

Magnesia. 

Sir, — With  all  respect  to  your  ruling  on  the  above  in  your 
reply  to  "  Upward,"  I  contend  that  both  from  the  public  and 
trade  points  of  view  you  are  wrong.  I  have  had  an  experience 
extending  over  twenty-seven  years  behind  the  counter  in 
various  parts  of  the  country,  and  have  always  seen  the 
carbonate  supplied  when  magnesia  was  asked  for,  and  I 
maintain  that  this  is  what  the  public  expect  to  get  and  what 
they  should  have.  I  know  quite  well  that  in  the  presont 
Pharmacopoeia  magnesia  is  given  as  a  synonym  for  light 
calcined  magnesia,  but  the  public  know  nothing .  abuut 
Pharmacopoeias;  when  they  ask  for  an  article  by  its  popular 
name  they  expect  to  get  that  article. 

The  London  Pharmacopoeia  of  1788  had  as  a  synonym  for 
carbonate  of  magnesia  "magnesia  alba";  and  the  Dublin 
Pharmacopoeia  of  1807  had  as  a  synonym  for  the  same 
article  "magnesia." 

Beasley  (1872)  also  gives  "  heavy  magnesia  "  as  the  synonym 
for  heavy  catbonate  of  magnesia  in  the  British  Pharma- 
copoeia of  that  peiiod.  Would  you  supply  common  waebing- 
soda  if  carbonate  of  soda  were  asked  for?  To  be  strictly 
correct,  according  to  the  up-to-date  Pharmacopoeia,  you 
should.  But  in  999  times  out  of  1,000  you  would  nob  supply 
your  customer  with  what  he  required.  I  now  supply  light 
calcined  magnesia  when  magnesia  is  asked  for  to  avoid  any 


trouble,  but  at  the  same  time  I  do  not  consider  it  is  what  the 
public  want.  Yours  obediently, 

Faringdon,  November  11.  W.  R.  Cook. 

[So  that  Mr.  Cook's  practice  accords  with  our  advice,  and  we 
are  agreed  on  that  as  sound  law.  The  question  "What  is 
magnesia?  "  has  frequently  been  discussed  in  our  pages,  and  the 
opinion  expressed  that  "  caibonate  of  magnesia  "  is  what  the 
public  want  when  they  ask  for  "  magnesia  "  ;  but  that,  though  very 
common,  is  not  universal,  and  it  has  not  stood  the  test  of  prose- 
cution under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  We  are  not  con- ' 
vinced  that  the  public  want  carbonate  of  magnesia  when  they  ask 
for  magnesia,  but  we  know  that  it  is  what  they  get  in  many  cases. — 
Ed.] 

The  Company  Question. 

Sib, — I  observe  that  you  say  our  efforts  ought  to  be  put 
forth  in  the  direction  of  obtaining  qualified  directors  for 
public  companies,  and  that  if  we  do  so  the  question  of 
qualified  managership  will  settle  itself.  From  your  position 
on  this  point  I  beg  emphatically  to  dissent.  We  all  know 
that  the  law  allows  a  board  of  directors  to  conduct  a  com- 
pany (limited)  even  if  the  actual  manager  has  no  seat  on  that 
board.  This  being  so,  the  men  we  want  to  get  rid  of  would 
have  little  difficulty  in  forming  "  bogus  "  boards  of  directors, 
consisting  of  their  own  qualified  assistants,  and  continuing 
to  manage  their  affairs  as  before.  In  this  case  the  actual 
manager  is  of  even  more  importance  than  the  directors, 
although  both  are  very  important  in  view  of  the  public 
safety.  You  say  that  the  present  law  would  compel  them  to 
have  qualified  managers,  but  this  is  just  what  theJudgfs 
have  diverted  the  law  from  doing.  The  law  as  it  now  stands 
only  demands  that  a  qualified  man  handle  scheduled 
poisons.  In  these  large  "  bogus  "  companies  it  is  notorious 
that  the  actual  managers  seldom  are  qualified  men.  Your 
"  bogus "  company-promoter,  as  a  rule,  hates  the  idea  of 
having  to  employ  a  man  who  is  educated  and  gentlemanly, 
and  in  order  to  keep  him  sufficiently  humble  puts  him  in  as 
subordinate  a  position  as  possible.  In  very  few  cases,  I 
believe,  will  you  find  a  qualified  man  buying  drugs,  or  exer- 
cising any  control  over  the  class  of  drugs  supplied,  or  the 
kind  of  business  done.  It  is  absolutely  necessary  in  the 
public  interest,  not  only  that  these  companies  be  carried  on 
by  qualified  directors,  but  also  that  the  actual  managers  be 
qualified  men,  and  no  legislation  short  of  this  is  worth 
agitating  for.  In  fact,  legislation  which  falls  short  of  this 
will  end  in  a  more  miserable  condition  of  things  than  the 
present,  as  qualified  men  will  be  tempted  to  sully  their 
honour  by  becoming  "  bogus  "  directors.  It  will  be  easy  to 
show  the  House  of  Commons  that  the  public  interest 
demands  that  directors  and  managers  alike  be  qualified  men, 
and,  in  fact,  so  much  corruption  has  been  cropping  up  in 
connection  with  public  companies  recently  that  if  the 
House  of  Commons  takes  our  case  up  at  all.  I  am  inclined  to 
think  it  will  deal  with  the  matter  very  stringently  whether 
we  wish  it  or  not. 

Dumfries,  November  13.  JAMES  Reid. 

[We  contended  "  that  the  person  or  persons  holding  the  major 
monetary  interest  in  the  company,  aud  actually  carrying  on  the 
business,  should  be  registered  under  the  Pharmacy  Act,  and  that 
he  or  they  should  be  in  the  position  of  director  or  managing- 
director  of  the  company,"  C.  <('■  J).,  page  797,  which  is  also  Mr. 
Reid's  contention.  We  further  contend  that  the  Pharmacy  Act 
may  be  made  more  effectual  in  respect  to  the  management  of  each 
shop,  but  that  that  may  wait  the  performance  of  the  major 
operation. — Ed  ] 

S)R  — I  think  your  correspondent  J.  A.  Brewis  casts  a  slur 
on  many  chemists  in  his  statement  that  Mr.  Jesse  Boot  is 
without  doubt  the  best  business  man,  &c,  in  the  drug-trade. 
Now  the  great  bulk  of  th8  chemists  have  to  keep  themselves 
and  families  on  the  profits  of  their  businesses,  which  is  too 
profit  of  their  private  capital  invested  in  their  businesses  anH 
earned  by  themselves,  whereas  Mr.  Boot's  capital  consists  of 
the  superfluous  money  of  those  who  are  very  pleased  to  get 
a  safe  investment  at  5  per  cent.  Now  if  the  gross  profits  are 
20  per  cent,  ard  the  net  5  per  cert.,  it  would  require  a  turn- 
over of  about  5  000Z  to  produce  250Z.  a  year,  which  is  little 
enough  for  a  man  to  live  on  and  bring  up  bis  family 
decently.  How  rrany  such  businesses  are  there  in  the 
drug- trade  ?  I  should  say  very  few  ;  about  1,200Z.  a  year  turn- 
over being  about  the  average.        Yours  truly, 

Pontypridd,  November  14.  W.  H.  Key. 
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Dublin  Evening  Meetings. 

Sib, — In  your  report  of  the  Council- meeting  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  in  your  issue  of  Novem- 
ber 11,  Mr.  Wells  is  reported  to  have  said  that  "at  an 
(evening)  meeting  (of  the  Society),  when  an  admirable 
lecture  was  given  by  Professor  Tichborne,  the  only  other 
persons  present  were  the  President  and  himself  " 

I  have  had  the  honour  of  acting  as  Hon.  Secretary  to  the 
evening  meetings  sinco  their  revival  (after  ten  or  twelve 
years)  in  November,  1897,  and  I  certainly  have  no  recollec- 
tion of  this  memorable  meeting  when  Mr.  Wells  was  the 
only  voluntary  attendant. 

I  think  it  only  fair  in  the  interest  of  those  who  have 
endeavoured  to  work  these  meetings  to  ask  Mr.  Wells, 
through  your  columns,  to  furnish  us  with  a  little  information 
as  to  the  date  of  the  meeting  to  which  he  refers. 

Yours,  &c, 

H.  O'Connor, 
Ex- Hon.  Secretary  Evening  Meetings. 

49  Dawson  Street,  Dublin,  November  13. 


Legal  Queries. 


171/66.  C.  M. —  A.  preparation  bearing  a  label  with  the 
wording,  "  Liver  salts. — A  small  teaspoonful  in  half  a 
tumbler  of  warm  water  in  the  morning,"  and  your  name  and 
address,  would  not  be  liable  to  medicine-stamp  duty. 

171/17.  E.  A. — It  has  long  been  the  custom  for  manu- 
facturers to  supply  sweet  spirit  of  nitre  of  various  densities, 
0  850  to  0  900  or  even  more  aqueous.  We  presume  that  the 
firm  which  you  refer  to  who  put  "900  per  cent."  on  their 
labels  have  done  so  in  ignorance.  Probably  the  idea  is  to 
show  that  the  article  is  not  B.P.but  if  the  B  P.  name  is  used 
that  is  not  sufficient  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  law. 

168/42.  J.  B. — There  is  no  pharmacy-law  in  Shanghai, 
and  the  only  situations  open  there  for  British  chemists  are 
in  pharmacies  of  European  firms,  where  a  knowledge  of 
Chinese  ia  not  neces  ary. 

171/39.  ./.  K  writes  us  in  reference  to  a  gable-wall  of 
the  store  at  the  rear  of  his  business  premises.  It  happens  to 
be  built  on  bis  own  ground  undoubtedly,  but  it  is  so  closely 
associated  with  a  chapel-wall  (Methodist  New  Connexion) 
that  if  he  pulls  down  his  wall,  as  he  wishes  to,  he  will 
undermine  the  chapel-wall  or  a  portion  thereof  which  the 
cbapel-people  seem  to  have  built  close  to  his — in  fact,  they 
utilised  his  wall  in  some  alterations  they  made.  What  is 
the  law  of  the  matter  1 

[Our  correspondent  has  no  remedy  against  his  landlord, 
and  apparently  the  gable-wall  he  complains  of  was  in  txist- 
ence  when  he  took  his  lease.  Building  on  another  person's 
wall  is  in  the  nature  of  an  easement  which  requires  twenty 
years'  uninterrupted  enjoyment  to  make  the  title  thereto 
valid.  It  would  be  rather  a  dangerous  proceeding  to  pull 
the  wall  down  and  let  down  the  chapel.  The  safest  course 
would  be  to  require  the  chapel-authorities  to  remove  their 
gable,  and  in  default  of  their  doing  so  to  issue  a  writ  for  a 
declaration  that  they  are  not  entitled  to  an  easement.  We 
should  advise  our  correspondent  to  lay  a  more  complete 
statement  of  facts  before  his  solicitor  and  be  guided  by  his 
advice.] 

Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

126/36.  Tenant: — (1)  Irish  Slate,  to  quote  from  "  Gray," 
is  an  argillaceous  slate  said  to  contain  iron  and  sulphur. 
It  is  found  in  different  parts  of  Ireland  in  masses  of  a 
bluish-black  colour,  which  stain  the  hands.  When  powdered 
it  has  a  light- bluish  tint,  which  becomes  darker  with  keeping. 
In  the  powdered  state  it  is  sometimes  administered  by  the 
poor  as  a  remedy  for  bruises  (2)  We  cannot  imagine  what 
your  customer  intends  by  "  Kansel  "  for  worms  unless  it  is 
the  nearest  he  can  get  to  Kamala. 

146/52.  Tempos. — The  consuls  of  the  different  nations  at 
your  port  will  be  able  to  give  you  the  information  you  re- 


quire as  to  the  fitting-up  of  medicine-chests  for  foreign 
ships. 

150/69.  Worried  — The  possession  of  a  Minor  or  Major 
certificate  excuses  a  medical  student  from  attendance  at  the 
practical- pharmacy  demonstrations.  These  demonstrations 
occupy  a  small  part  of  a  summer  term,  so  that  the  ad- 
vantages of  having  passed  the  Minor  or  Major  examination  to 
a  medical  student  are  practically  nil. 

148/45.  Quinine. — We  answered  a  question  from  you  ex- 
actly similar  to  the  one  you  now  ask  in  the  C.  $  B.,  March  11, 
page  434. 

141/10.  A.  C. — It  is  not  possible  to  make  gingerin 
soluble  in  water  without  removing  the  resin.  If  you  refer  to 
"Pharmaceutical  Formulas"  you  will  find  a  description  of 
the  chief  deresinising  processes. 

149/34.  Manicure. — The  sample  of  Manicure-powder  is 
powdered  soap  suitably  coloured  and  scented.  There  are  no 
tin  salts  in  the  powder,  which  is,  as  you  will  find,  entirely 
soluble  in  water. 

149/73.  Fosmos.—  Butter-preservative. — The  sample  you 
send  has  the  following  composition  : — 

Boric  acid   3  parts 

Sodium  bicarbonate  ...       ...    1  part 

Mix,  place  in  a  damp  place  for  a  day  or  so,  dry,  and  sift. 

148/67.  Fish. — The  powder  for  making  a  bait  for  roach, 
dace,  carp,  and  tench  is  a  mixture  of  flour,  powdered  traga- 
canth,  and  oil  of  anise.  There  are  no  other  ingredients 
present  in  the  sample  you  send. 

56/13.  J.  P.  P. — You  do  not  give  us  enough  information 
about  your  sample  of  "  powder  for  destroying  all  kinds  of 
worms." 

146/48.  Radiographer. — (1)  If  the  cocaine  solution  were 
not  fresh  it  would  cause  the  untoward  results  you  mention 
when  injected  in  the  gums.  (2)  The  formula  for  curative 
syrup  on  page  605  of  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas"  is  not  the 
best  one,  but  if  you  wish  to  make  it  up  you  could  use  for 
"spirit  of  sea-salt"  a  mixture  of  hydrochloric  acid  1  oz  , 
and  rectified  spirit  If  gal. 

164/47.  Anethi. — The  children's  carminative  water.  No.  1, 
"Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  page  446,  needs  the  addition  of 
4  drops  of  formalin  to  each  pint.  This  preserves  it,  and 
is  a  therapeutic  assistance. 

160/51.  Velox. — (1)  You  will  find  the  formula  that  you 
requiie  in  "Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  page  446,  under 
Aqua  Carm'nativa.  No.  1  is  the  formula  that  wili  suit  you 
best.  Add  5  drops  of  formalin  to  each  pint.  (2)  We  cannot 
analyse  the  cough-mixture  to  which  you  itfer,  and  the 
charge  by  any  analyst  would  be  more  than  the  stuff  is  worth. 

163  27.  Forceps. — Gorham's  "  Tooth-extraction,''  published 
by  Lewis  at  Is.  6d.t  is  as  nice  a  book  as  you  can  get. 

164/52.  Subscriber  (Oldham)  and  several  other  corre- 
spondents have  during  the  past  week  sent  us  inquiries  or 
letters  for  publication  without  authenticating  them  with 
name  and  address.  Such  communications  cannot  be  enter- 
tained for  publication. 


Information  Wanted. 

The  Editor  will  be  obliged  for  replies  to  the  following  front  any 
who  can  furnish  the  information. 


171/70.    Where  can  Blackley's  laundry-blue  be  obtained  ? 

168/16.    Makers  of  Binsson's  bath,  used  for  hydrophobia. 

168/41.  Address  of  G.  H.  Scott  &  Co  ,  agents  for  Lotzs's 
hasmophor. 

173/41.    Tinfoil  for  capsules  :  where  obtainable  1 

166/25.  What  is  "  Sypus  Cleaning  Comp  ,"  or  where 
obtainable  1 
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The  proprietor  of  Beecham's  pills  has  new  advertising- 
material  of  various  kinds  which  he  is  offering  to  retailers 
through  our  advertisement  columns  this  week. 

Messes  Ayrton  &  Saunders  this  week  call  attention 
to  the  special  offer  which  they  make  in  respect  to  Delvoix's 
soaps.  A  handsome  counter  or  wall  case  is  offered  with  the 
first  order  for  10  gross. 

The  Chameleon  Patents  Company,  Wandsworth  (the 
inventors  of  the  "  Chameleon  "  fly-catcher),  have  during  the 
past  few  weeks  received  two  gold  medals  and  one  bronze 
medal  from  different  authorities  in  recognition  of  the  clever- 
ness and  novelty  of  their  invention. 

Messes.  James  Townsend  &  Son,  of  Exeter  and  London, 
have  a  set  of  winter- printing  samples  which  many  in  the 
trade  may  like  to  see.  They  include  folding-cartons,  h  and- 
bills,  and  labels  for  winter  remedies  and  specialities,  such 
as  would  be  used  by  chemists  in  the  winter. 

Messes.  William  Hay  (Limited),  of  Hull,  ask  us  to 
state  that  the  county-court  case  which  we  reported  last 
week  in  regard  to  a  showcard  was  not  defended  by  them,  but 
by  Hay's  Hygeian  Flour  Mills  (Limited),  Grosyecor  Street, 
Hull,  which  is  a  distinctly  different  concern. 

Parasites  on  Poultry. — Two  illustrated  leaflets  (Nos. 
57  and  58),  dealing  with  the  parasites  of  poultry  and  the 
means  of  checking  their  ravages,  have  been  issued  by  the 
Board  of  Agriculture,  and  chemists  who  do  business  with 
poultry-keepers  should  get  copies  of  them,  which  are  serit 
free  to  all  who  apply  for  them  by  letter  to  the  Secretary, 
Board  of  Agriculture,  4  Whitehall  Place,  London,  SW. 

Umney's  Cascara  Chocolettes. — Messrs.  Wright, 
Layman  &  Umney  (Limited),  48  Southwark  Street,  S.E., 
are  putting  on  the  market  tiny  tablets  of  solid  extract  of 
cascara  sagrada  thinly  coated  with  chocolate.  The  4-gr. 
tablet  seems  to  be  smaller  than  the  usual  2-gr.  sugar-coated 
tablet,  and  the  2-gr.  chocolette  is  proportionately  smaller. 
They  are  readily  soluble,  and,  what  is  ot  the  highest  import- 
ance, are  exceedingly  active. 

"Clove-pink "  Sachet. — Messrs.  Potter  &  Clarke,  Artillery 
Lane,  E.C.,  have  introduced  a  new  sachet  under  this  name, 
which  is  likely  to  rival,  if  not  beat,  the  "Sweet-kiss"  sachet 
that  they  introduced  two  years  ago,  and  which  has  had  an 
enormous  sale.  The  "  Clove-pink "  is  a  sachet  possessing 
an  agreeable  odour,  and  chemists  who  want  something  that 
they  can  give  away  at  Christmas  time  cannot  do  better  than 
get  a  few  gross.  Messrs.  Potter  &  Clarke  print  chemists' 
own  names  free  on  quantities  of  five  gross  and  upwards. 
The  sachet-envelope  is  printed  in  colours  with  a  faithful 
representation  of  "  the  lavish  pink  that  scents  the  garden 
round,"  as  Diyden  has  it. 

Messes.  Raimes  &  Co.,  wholesale  druggists,  York,  have 
purchased  the  business  carried  on  by  Messrs.  Slinger  &  Son 
as  wholesale  and  manufacturing  chemists,  also  at  York,  and 
that  business  will  now  be  merged  in  the  first-named  house. 
Messrs.  Eaimes  at  the  same  time  have  secured  the  trade- 
mark and  all  proprietary  rights  in  "  Slinger's  Nutrient 
Suppositories,"  and  will  continue  to  supply  them  after  the 
original  formula.  Mr.  G.  E.  Pullan,  who  acted  as  represen- 
tative and  manager  to  Messrs.  Slinger  for  many  years,  has 
now  joined  Messrs.  Raimes'  staff.  The  firm  of  Slinger  &  Son 
which  is  now  absorbed  is  reputed  to  have  been  one  of  the 
oldest  in  the  kingdom,  having  had  a  continued  existence  of 
over  two  hundred  years. 

A  Musical  Showcase.  Messrs.  Shirley  Brothers, 
Whitecross  Works,  Rockicgham  Street,  S.E.,  have  sent  for 
our  inspection  one  of  the  glass  showcases  that  they  are 
giving  to  their  customers  with  certain  quantities  of  their 
"  Killarney  "  perfumes.  The  case  is  an  upright  wall  one  with 
ebonised  front,  and  is  lined  with  emerald-green  plush  and 
lettered  with  gold.  The  shelves  are  of  glass.  To  add  to 
the  attraction  of  the  case  there  is  fitted  into  the  base  of  it  a 
musical-box  which  plays  "  Killarney's  Lakes  and  Dales." 
This  is  a  clever  idea,  carried  out  for  the  first  time,  to  our 
knowledge,  and  we  should  think  that  it  would  be  an  ex- 
cellent attraction  in  aDy  shop,  especially  if  the  errand-boy 
were  deputed  to  set  the  tune  going  at  the  busy  times, 


Batavia  (SUuntne^aucttons. 


ACCORDING  to  a  report  in  the  Batavia  Memvablad,  a 
meeting  of  the  Commercial  Union  of  Batavia  was  held 
in  that  town  on  October  9,  when  the  conditions  regulating 
the  first  qumine-auction,  to  be  held  at  Batavia  on  Feb- 
ruary 28,  1900,  were  finally  agreed  upon.  These  conditions 
are  stated  to  be  as  follows  : — 

Art.  I. —  (1)  The  sale  takes  place  in  lots  as  specified  in  the  notices, 
the  prices  being  calculated  per  kilo,  net  weight  in  florins  and 
cents,  the  cost  of  packing  included. 

(2)  The  lots  to  be  offered  will  consist  of — 

(«)  Parcels  of  1  case  containing  25  kilos,  net,  in  tins  of 

1  kilo,  net  each. 
(6)  Parcels  of  2  cases,  each  containing  1P34  kilos,  net,  in 

4  tins  of  100  oz.  each. 

(3)  All  tins  are  marked  with  the  registered  trade-mark  of  the 
Bandong  factory. 

(4)  The  Bandong  factory  provides  efficient  packing. 

(5)  The  lots  are  sold  in  rotation  in  accordance  with  the  notice. 

(6)  The  net  weight  of  quinine  is  marked  on  the  outside  of  the 
cases,  and,  in  accordance  with  the  notice,  must  be  accepted  by  the 
purchaser  as  correct. 

Art.  II. — (1)  The  following  quantities  will  be  sold  :— 

(a)  About  .  .  .  kilos,  of  sulphate  of  quinine  according  to 

the  Pharm.  Neerl.,  edition  ii. 

(b)  About  .  .  .  kilos,  of  sulphate  of  quinine  according  to 

the  Pharm.  Neerl.,  edition  iii. 

(2)  The  Bandong  Quinine-factory  supply  on  application 
samples  of  the  quinine  offered  for  sale,  such  samples  serving  to 
indicate  the  kind  and  quality. 

(3)  All  lots  delivered  to  purchasers  will  be  accompanied  by  a 
certificate  of  inspection  concerning  the  quality,  issued  and  signed 
by  the  Director  of  the  Government  quinine-establishments  in  the 
Dutch  Indies,  representing  the  Dutch  Government  on  the  Board 
of  the  Bandong  Quinine-factory. 

Art.  III. — (1)  Payment  for  the  lots  purchased  has  to  be  made  in 
Batavia,  at  the  offices  of  the  Nederl.  Ind.  Escompto  Maats- 
chappy,  within  one  month  from  the  date  of  auction. 

(2)  In  case  of  non-payment  the  sellers  have  the  right,  without 
notice,  to  sell  by  public  auction,  for  account  and  at  the  risk  of  the 
purchaser,  any  quinine  not  jet  delivered  ;  and  any  loss  resulting 
from  such  re-sale  must  be  made  good  by  the  purchaser,  but  the 
profit,  if  any,  shall  belong  to  the  sellers. 

Art.  IV. — If,  previous  to  the  payment  of  the  undelivered 
quinine  becoming  due,  such  quinine  should  be  lost  either  by  fire 
or  by  force  majeure  (the  last-named  case  to  be  decided  by  a 
committee  of  two,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Bandong  Quinine- 
factory  and  the  President  of  the  Batavia  Commercial  Union),  all 
sale-contracts  which  have  not  yet  been  executed  shall  be  con 
sidered  as  cancelled.  If  only  part  of  the  quinine  is  lost,  or  as  in  the 
case  mentioned  in  the  previous  paragraph,  only  those  contracts 
shall  be  considered  as  cancelled  under  which  the  quinine  could 
not  be  delivered. 

Art.  V. — The  quinine  can  be  left  without  payment  of  rent  in 
the  warehouses  of  Messrs.  Maclaine,  Watson  &  Co.  for  a  period 
not  exceeding  two  calendar  months  after  the  sale. 

Art.  VI. — All  expenses  charged  by  the  auction-office  for  the 
costs  of  the  sale,  including  the  charge  of  1  per  cent,  for  the  poor, 
are  payable  by  the  sellers. 

Art.  VII. — Brokers  shall  receive  from  the  sellers,  after  due 
payment,  a  commission  of  h  per  cent,  on  the  value  of  their 
purchases. 

Art.  VIII. — (1)  Agents  or  brokers  shall  disclose  to  the  sellers 
or  their  representative,  on  the  day  of  the  auction,  the  names 
their  principals  and  the  quantities  purchased  for  each. 

(2)  The  sellers  or  their  representative  have,  however,  the  right, 
if  they  should  consider  it  desirable,  to  demand  before  adjudica- 
tion that  the  name  of  the  principal  be  disclosed. 

It  was  further  agreed  by  the  meeting  that  it  is  essential 
for  successfully  carrying  on  the  quinine-auctions  that  they 
should  be  held  at  regular  intervals,  and  that  any  quinine 
remaining  unsold  shall  be  reserved  for  future  auctions  at 
Batavia ;  also  that  the  Bandong  Works  should  arrange  to  offer 
their  whole  production  at  the  Batavia  auctions,  work  for  the 
planters  at  reduced  rates,  and  when  the  quinine-market  is 
low  charge  planters  only  the  actual  manufacturing-cost.  It 
was  also  agreed  that  the  auctions  should  be  well  advertised 
in  Dutch  and  English,  and  that  not  more  than  10,000  to 
13,000  oz.  should  be  offered  at  the  first  auctions. 


A  201.  Smash — The  shop- window  of  Mr.  W.  Martin, 
chemist,  Southampton,  was  smashed  last  week  by  a  drunken 
woman  with  a  poker,  and  damage  estimated  at  201.  was 
done. 
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The  prices  quoted  below  are  the  bottom  prices 
obtained  for  bulk  quantities  by  importers  and 
manufacturers,  who  do  not  supply  retailers.  They 
are  in  many  cases  exclusive  of  various  charges. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  EX.:  November  16. 


TVHE  markets  are  quiet  this  week,  and,  with  the  exception 
of  an  upward  movement  in  one  or  two  leading  staples, 
there  are  few  changes  to  record.  Carbolic  acid  is  again 
dearer,  probably  owing  to  the  war.  Camphor  is  still  a 
rising  market,  both  crude  and  refined  having  been  advanced. 
At  the  cinchona-auctions  on  Tuesday  large  supplies  were 
offered,  and  the  bulk  sold  at  an  advance  of  10  per  cent,  to 
15  per  cent.  This  fact,  however,  has  not  influenced  makers' 
prices  so  far,  as  on  Thursday  no  advance  had  been  intimated  ; 
second- hand  holders  report  a  firmer  market  since  the 
auctions.  In  drugs  extreme  prices  have  been  paid  for  g  een 
buchu-leaves,  and  for  what  little  Cape  aloes  is  left  much 
higher  figures  are  quoted.  Cartagena  ipecacuan  ha  has  also 
been  in  better  inquiry.  O  her  changes  of  the  week  are  as 
follows :  — 


Higher 

firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Acid,  carbolic 

Buchu 

Camphor 

Chamomiles 

Cinchona 

Ginger 

Oil,  cod-liver 

Oil,  olive 

Saffron 

Ammonia 

sulphate 
Chillies 
Oil,  cotton 
Oil,  linseed 
Valerian 

Copper 

sulphate 
Nutmegs 
Oil,  rape 
Oil,  turpentine 
Opium 

Acid,  citric 
Acid,  oxalic 
Potash  per- 
manganate 

^  The  following  goods  have  arrived  at  London,  Liverpool, 
Southampton,  and  Hull  from  November  9  to  15,  both  inclusive:  — 
Annatto,  22 ;  areca-nuts,  10 ;  arrowroot,  50 ;  balsams  (from 
Acajutla),  10;  balsam  copaiba,  6  ;  benzoin,  68;  buchu,  8;  cam- 
phor, 1 ;  camphor  oil,  450;  cardamoms,  16;  castor  oil  (E.I.),  336- 
cinchona  (from  Amsterdam)  461,  (E.I.)  266;  citronella  oil,  93; 
cocaine  (crude),  6;  cod-liver  oil  (Newf.)  69,  (Norweg.)  245;  croton- 
seed,  7;  dragon's-blood,  13;  galls  (Persian),  116  ;  gentian  20,  (in 
tr.)  154 ;  gum  arabic  (Aden)  181,  (Bombay)  288,  (Alex.)  43  •  gum 
(unenumerated,  from  Persia),  1,192;  iodine,  39;  ipecacuanha 
(Cart.),  24;  jaborandi-leaves,  30 ;  lime-juice  (W.I.),  115;  lime  oil, 
13  ;  manna,  15 ;  nutmeg  oil,  22 ;  nux  vomica,  600 ;  opium,  192  ; 
pimento,  1,639;  quicksilver,  600;  rose-leaves,  7;  saffron,  2;  sar- 
sapanlla,  58 ;  senega,  5 ;  senna  (Tinn.)  160,  (pods)  1;  tamarinds 
(E  I.),  150;  turmeric,  385;  wax,  bees'  (Jam.)  10,  (E.I.)  38,  (Aust.) 
8  ;  wax,  Japanese,  50. 


London  Dock  Amalgamation. 

The  directors  of  the  London  and  Bt.  Katharine  Docks 
Company  and  the  East  and  West  India  Dock  Company  have 
decided  to  apply  to  Parliament  for  an  Act  to  enable  the 
companies  to  amalgamate  on  the  basis  of  the  division  of 
profits  under  the  Working  Union  Act,  subject  to  any  fair 
modification  on  account  of  either  one  of  the  companies 
having  more  out  side  assets  than  the  other. 

" C.I.F."  and  "F.O.B."  by  Telegraph. 

In  reply  to  representations  by  the  Liverpool  Chamber  of 
Commerce  that  futther  facilities  should  be  given  f<>r  tele- 
graphing commercial  abbreviations,  the  Postmaster- General 
states  that  tne  commercial  term  c.i.f.  has  for  a  long  time 
past  been  exceptionally  allowed  to  pass  as  one  word  while 
t.o  b  and  f  o  r.  beiDg  English  words,  and  F  A.8.  being  Latin 
words  the  practice  has  been  to  charge  each  as  three  words. 
He  does  tot  see  his  way  to  make  any  change  in  the  practice. 
Ihis  ruhrjgadds  another  to  the  list  of  Post  Office  anomalies 


The  Advance  in  Orris. 

A  Leghorn  correspondent,  writing  on  November  10  in  reference 
to  the  corner  in  orris-root,  is  of  opinion  that  the  Syndicate  has 
not  caught  the  favourable  moment  for  a  speculation,  because 
the  crop  this  year  has  been  abundant  and  there  is  a  large  stock  of 
the  old  carried  over  from  last  year.  There  has  been  very  little 
demand  from  foreign  markets ;  on  the  contrary,  reports  from 
France,  England,  and  the  United  States  said  that  the  stock  there 
is  rather  heavy.  Foreign  buyers  have  not  bought  yet  at  the 
advanced  prices,  with  the  exception  of  small  lots  for  consumption. 
The  movement,  therefore,  has  so  far  been  confined  to  growers  and 
the  Syndicate.  The  market  now  depends  on  the  foreign  importers 
of  the  article.  If  the  stocks  abroad  are  really  heavy  as  reported, 
and  they  are  sufficient  to  last  for  a  few  months  more,  the  Syndicate 
will  probably  decide  to  sell  at  reasonable  figures,  with,  certainly, 
a  profit,  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  the  foreign  markets  are  not  supplied 
and  the  demand  improves,  there  will  certainly  be  another  advance 
in  price.  The  stock  of  Florentine  and  Verona  root  in  Italy  is 
very  heavy,  and,  considering  that  the  consumption  is  to  a  certain 
extent  limited,  our  correspondent  has  not  much  faith  in  the  specu- 
lation. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

[These  prices  are  for  other  market- centres  than  London."] 

There  is  little  new  which  is  of  special  moment  to  write  regarding 
heavy  chemicals  as  the  general  condition  of  the  market  remains 
very  much  as  lately  reported.  Beports  from  the  Tyne,  Clyde,  and 
Lancashire  districts  all  point  to  a  continuation  of  good  business, 
passing  both  on  home  and  export  account  and  with  stocks  being 
only  very  light,  prices  are  firmly  maintained  at  late  rates. 

Alkali-produce. — Bleaching-powder  is  now  quoted  6?.  for  soft- 
wood casks  on  rails,  f.o.b.  Liverpool,  61.  2s.  6d. ;  and  f.o.b.  Tyne, 
6/.  to  61.  5s.  Ammonia  alkali,  caustic  soda,  and  all  other  products 
are  moving  freely  at  unchanged  rates. 

Borax  and  Boracic  Acid  are  unchanged,  the  former  at  16s.  per 
cwt.  for  crystals,  and  16s.  6d.  per  cwt.  for  powdered  ;  boracic  acid, 
25s.  and  27s.  per  cwt. 

Magnesium  Salts. — Carbonated,  37s.  6d.  to  40s.  per  cwt.  Sul- 
phate (Epsom  salts)  very  firm  at  60s.  to  62s.  6d.,  free  on  rails  in 
bags ;  calcined  magnesia,  Is.  to  Is.  4r7.  per  lb. ;  chloride  of  mag- 
nesium, 60s.  per  ton. 

Sal  Ammoniac,  40Z.  and  38Z.  per  ton  for  firsts  and  seconds 
respectively. 

Zinc  Salts  are  firm.  Sulphate  (crystals),  11. 15s.  to  11.  17s.  6d. 
per  ton  ;  and  chloride  solution,  100°  TW.,  11.  10s.  per  ton. 

Phosphorus  unchanged.  Wedges,  2s.,  sticks,  2s.  Id.  per  lb.; 
amorphous,  2s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Tin  Crystals  maintain.^  strong  position  at  10^d.  to  lid.  per  lb. 

Bichromates  are  unchanged.  Potash,  English  and  Scotch 
deliveries,  i^d.  per  lb.  less  6J  per  cent. ;  export,  M.  per  lb.  net, 
f.o  b  ,  Glasgow.  Soda,  English  and  Scotch  deliveries,  2^1.  per  lb. 
less  6£  per  cent. ;  export,  2$d.  per  lb.  net,  f.o.b.,  Glasgow. 

Sulphate  op  Copper  in  fair  request.  Anchor,  251.  10s.  Liver- 
pool prompt  and  November-December,  25L  10s.  per  ton. 

Saltpetre  firm.  British,  refined,  21s.  and  22s.  per  cw  t. 
barrels  and  kegs  respectively.  German,  barrels,  18s.  9d. ;  k 
19s.  6d. 

Benzols  steadier;  90  per  cent.,  lOd. ;  50  per  cent,  are  still  at 
10)jd.  to  lid.  per  gallon. 

White  Powdered  Arsenic  in  better  inquiry,  and  very  firm  at 
19/;  5s.  to  19/.  10s.  per  ton  ex  ship  Garston. 

Sulphocyanides  rather  firmer  owing  to  better  demand.  Potas- 
sium, Id. ;  ammonium,  95  per  cent.,  6d.  ;  barium,  95  per  cent., 
4£rf.  per  lb. 

Pearl  Hardening  steady  at  3Z.  to  Zl.  5s.  per  ton,  f.o.b. 

Nitrate  of  Soda  quietly  steady  ;  ordinary,  7s.  9d.  to  7s.  10Ad. ; 
refined,  8s.  to  8s.  l^d.  per  cwt. 

Linseed  and  Cottonseed  Cakes.— The  former  have  improved 
since  last  quoted,  and  now  stand,  95  per  cent,  pure,  81.  15s.  to  91. 
Oilcakes,  11.  10s.  to  11.  15s. ;  eottoncakes,  best  makes,  4/,  15s.  to 
51.,  and  seconds,  4/.  10s.  to  4/.  15s. 

German  Market. 

Hamburg,  November  14. 

The  drug-market  in  general  is  quiet,  and  only  a  few  articles 
show  any  activity. 

Aloes  is  firm,  good  Cape  being  quoted  at  55m.  to  65m.  per 
100  kilos. 

Anise  (Russian)  is  also  firm,  at  40m.  per  100  kilos. 

Camphor  has  again  been  advanced  ;  second-hand  holders  now 
ask  415m.  to  420m.  per  100  kilos,  for  refined. 

Citric  Acid  is  quiet  and  lower,  at  275m.  per  100  kilos. 

Caraway-seed  is  very  firm,  and  has  advanced  again,  new  crop 
being  held  for  53m.  per  100  kilos. 

Condurango-hark  is  easier  in  consequence  of  some  new 
arrivals  ;  to  day's  price  is  140m.  to  130m.  per  100  kilos. 

Ergot  of  Rye  keeps  very  firm,  at  475m.  to  500m.  per  100 
kilos.,  according  to  quality. 
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Lycopodium  shows  a  strong  market,  380m.  per  100  kilos,  being 
asked. 

Menthol  is  very  firm  and  ][advancing,  at  17^m-  Wm 
per  kilo. 

Kola-nuts  are  dearer,  at  39m.  per  100  kilos. 
Quinine  shows  very  little  business  ;  quotation  is  unchanged  at 
37m.  per  kilo. 

Turpentine  Oil  is  very  firm,  78m.  per  100  kilos,  was  paid 
to-day  for  spot-delivery  ;  January- April  is  held  for  79Am.  to  80m. 
per  100  kilos. 

Spermaceti  is  firmly  held  at  285m.  per  100  kilos. 

Japan  Wax  is  dearer  at  62m.  per  100  kilos. 

Oils. — Cod-liver  oil  is  dearer,  1899  non-congealing  oil  being 
quoted  to-day  at  67m.  per  barrel.  White  sweet  seal  oil  is  firmer, 
at  45m.  per  barrel  of  100  kilos.  Peppermint  oil  has  advanced ; 
HGH  is  now  5'10m.  per  lb.    Japanese  is  at  8Jm.  per  kilo. 

Liverpool  Market. 

Liverpool.  November  15 

Castor  Oil. — Good  Calcutta  seconds  now  offer  at  3d.  per  lb. 
owing  to  an  arrival. 

Turpentine. — Firm  at  about  39s.  3d.  per  cwt. 

Honey. — There  have  been  no  further  arrivals  of  Chilian  or 
Californian,  and  prices  are  firm  at  former  rates. 

Balsam  Copaiba. — Six  barrels  Maranham  have  arrived  and 
will  be  offered  at  auction  on  Friday. 

Quillaia  Babk. — -Further  sales  have  been  made  at  13Z.  5s.  to 
131.  10s.  per  ton.    Some  holders  ask  1M.  10s. 

Capsicums. — There  are  inquiries  for  Niger,  but  there  is  an 
absence  of  supplies. 

Cablegrams. 

New  York,  November  16,  3  6  p.m  :— The  market  here  is 
very  firm,  and  staple  articles  are  strongly  held.  The  business 
in  opium  is  quiet,  $3'C8  per  lb.  beiDg  now  paid.  Domestic 
quinine  is  going  strong  at  from  27c.  to  29c  per  ounce. 
Refined  camphor  is  still  advancing,  the  latest  price  beiDg 
51c.  per  lb  New  crop  Cascara  sagrada  is  5c.  per  lb.  Golden 
seal  is  scarce,  and  60c.  per  lb  is  sought;  Serpentary  root  has 
also  gone  higher,  35j.  per  lb.  being  now  the  ptice.  H.G.H.  I 
peppermint  oil  has  advanced  5c.  per  lb. 

*  *  *  *  i 

Hamburg,  November  16,  12  27  p.m.  :  —Firmness  is  the 
prevalent  tone  of  the  market  Refined  camphor  in  second- 
hands  has  reached  420m.  per  100  kilos.  Japm  wax  is  now 
62m.  per  100  kilos.  ;  menthol  is  18m.  per  kilo ,  and  cod-liver 
oil  is  firm  at  67m. 


London  Markets. 

Acid,  Cabbolic. — A  strong  and  advancing  market,  with 
a  considerable  demand,  ice  crystals  being  quoted  at  8±i. 
per  lb.  for  34°  to  35°  C ,  and  39°  to  40°  0.  9d.  per  lb.  60  per 
cent,  crude  is  2s.  6d.  to  2s.  9d.  per  gallon,  and  December 
delivery  at  3s  to  3s  3d. ;  75  per  cent ,  3s.  to  3s.  3d.  Cresylic, 
95  per  cent ,  Is.  3d.  to  Is.  Hd.  per  gallon.  The  increased  out- 
put of  picric  acid  for  use  in  the  manufacture  of  lyddite  is 
responsible  for  the  advance. 

Acid,  Citric,  is  \d  per  lb.  lower  since  our  last,  there 
being  sellers  of  English  crystals  at  Is.  3d.  to  Is.  3hd. 

Acid,  Oxalic  — Unchanged,  at  3d.  to  3±d.  per  lb.  net  for 
prompt  delivery,  but  for  next  year's  delivery  lower  prices 
have  been  paid,  ton-lots  having  sold  at  2,\d.  per  lb.,  but 
cow  2fd  to  1\d.  is  wanted.  The  convention  comes  to  a 
close  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  there  has  been  a  scramble 
for  orders  It  is  also  reported  that  a  new  maker  has  entered 
the'market. 

Alcohol. — Methylated  is  quoted  2s.  to  2s.  11  per  gallon, 
naked. 

Aloes.  Cape. — For  what  little  stock  is  available  30s.  per 
cwt.  is  asked  for  fine  bright  hard. 

Arrowroot. — Firm.  On  Wednesday  the  parcels  offered 
were  withdrawn,  but  privately  fair  St.  Vincents  has  sold  at 
H$d.  per  lb. 

Asafbtida. —  Quiet.  New  parcels  to  the  extent  of  about 
90  packages  from  the  Prrsian  Gulf  and  Bombay,  partly  of 
hne  quality,  will  be  <  ffered  in  the  drug-auctions  next  week. 

Balsam  Tolu  has  been  advanced  in  New  York  owing  to 
active  buying,  with  the  result  that  the  maiket  has  been 
cleared  of  ah  cheap  lo's  ;  31c.  to  33    per  lb.  is  now  asked. 


It.  is  reported  that  an  effort  is  being  made  on  the  pai  t  of  certain 
dealers  in  New  York  to  get  a  corner  in  tolu  and  also 
copaiba. 

Belladonna  Root  — Nothing  fine  is  to  be  had ;  fair 
medium  is  quote  1  38s.  to  40s.  per  cwt.  c  i  f . 

Benzoin. — For  ordinary  seconds  Sumatra  ex  last  auctions 
51  10s.  per  cwt.  has  been  paid  this  week,  and  fair  seconds 
hive  changed  hands  at  from  61.  5s.  up  to  81.  per  cwt.  The 
drug  is  fairly  active.  Twenty-rix  cases  of  Siam  of  direct 
import  have  arrived  this  week. 

Btjchtj. — Some  5  bale*  of  nice  round  green  leaves  have 
been  sold  this  week  at  Is  per  lb.,  but  no  more  is  obtainable 
at  this  figure.  For  long  leives  3d.  to  9d  is  asked;  fine 
quality  of  this  description  is  also  scarce.  Eight  bales  have 
arrived  this  week. 

Camphor — English  refined  was  again  advanced  Id  per 
on  Friday  of  last  week,  manufacturers  now  quoting  2s. 
per  lb.  for  bells  and  flowers  in  ton  lots,  without  engagement. 
This  was  followed  on  Monday  by  German  refiners,  who 
raised  their  price  Id  ,  now  qaoting  Is.  ll^d.  in  ton  lots,  less 
2§  per  cent.,  but  they  are  not  free  sellers.  The  second-hand 
German  quotation  is  Is.  ll^d.  net.  At  the  close  of  last 
week  several  hundred  piculs  of  crude  changed  hands  on  the 
spot  at  from  160s.  to  165s  per  cwt.  for  Japanese,  and 
167s  6d  for  Chinese,  but  since  then  prices  have  advanced 
almost  daily,  170s.  having  been  reported  as  paid  for 
Jipanese  spot,  and  160s.  for  Chinese.  For  arrival  there 
were  buyers  on  Wednesday  of  Japanese  at  165s.  per  cwt., 
c.i.f  ,  and  Chinese  at  160s  c  i  f .  Only  a  few  parcels  have 
char  ged  hands  this  week,  and  there  are  few  sellers. 

Cascara  Sagrada — For  old  birk  32s  Qd.  per  cwt.,  ci.f., 
is  wanted,  and  for  new  22s.,  c  i.f. 

Chamomiles — Extreme  prices  are  asked,  80s.  to  90s.  per 
cwt.,  c.if..  being  wanted  fjr  Belgian  of  first  picking; 
second-pickiDg  is  pncticilly  unobtainable 

Cinchona. — At  the  austions  on  Tuesday  ten  brokers 
brought  forward  supplies  amounting  to  4105  packages — a 
larger  quantity  than  has  been  seen  for  some  months  past. 
At  the  opening  of  the  auctions  there  was  a  brisk  demand, 
which,  however,  hecame  quieter  towards  the  finish.  The 
bulk  was  disposed  of  at  a  general  advance  of  about  10  per 
cent,  on  the  )a-t  auction  in  Amstt-rdam,  the  unit  averaging 
\\d.  to  l%d.,  against  Id.  at  the  last  London  auctions  and  l^d. 
at  the  Dutch  sales: — 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  offered  and  sold : — 
Packages  offered. 
East  Indian  cinchona...     2,742,  of  which  1,931  were  sold. 


South    American  cin- 
chona  541  „  329 

Ceylon  cinchona       ...  410  „  352 

Java  cinchona ...       ...  412  „  321 


4,105  2,933 
The  following  are  the  approximate  quantities  purchased  by  the 


principal  buyers  : — 

Lbs. 

The  Brunswick  factory    199,374 

The  Mannheim  and  Amsterdam  factories         ...  135,694 

The  American  factories      ...        ...                 ...  125,391 

Messrs.  Howards  &  Sons    ...       ...       ...        ..  62,246 

The  Frankfort-on-Maine  and  Stuttgart  factories  38,380 

The  Imperial  quinine-factory       ...       ...       ...  7,855 

Sundry  druggists     ...       ...       ...        ..       ...  75,281 


Total  amount  of  bark  sold  ...  644,221 
Bought  in  or  withdrawn  ...       ...  266,506 


Total  amount  of  bark  offered    ...  910,727 


South  American. — A  bid  of  l?d.  per  lb.  was  refused  for  64  bales 
of  Cuprea  imported  in  1884.  Twenty  bales  of  Cartagena  and 
8  bales  of  New  Granadian  were  bought  in.  Bolivian  cultivated 
Calisaya  sold  at  8|d.  for  good  rich  quill,  and  from  7^7.  to  7Jrf.  for 
fair,  down  to  6$d.  per  lb.  ;  fine  flat,  9f<2.  per  lb.  for  sound.  Of 
76  packages  soft  Colombian,  48  sold  at  lfd.  to  2d. 

Java. — Ledgeriana,  original  stem  chips  and  shavings,  3%d,  to 
4^(Z.    Red,  original  stem,  4^(7.  to  5%d. ;  root,  4jjd.  to  4^rf.  per  lb. 

Ceylon. — Officinalis,  natural  stem  chips,  fair  to  good,  3#rf.  to 
5Jf7.  Hybrid,  chips,  4 fZ.  to  4Ar7.  per  lb.  Succirubra,  ordinary  to 
fair  original  stem  chips,  2hl.  to  4§rf.  per  lb.;  shavings,  3^(7. ; 
branch,  2\d.  to  2^d. ;  root,  3£r£.  to  3$d. ;  fair  red  quill,  A\d. 
per  lb. 
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East  Indian. — Ledgeriana,  original  stem  chips,  3|(Z.  to  6§(2. 
branch,  Z\d. ;  and  root,  3Jd.  per  lb.  Hybrid,  original  chips,  2f<Z. ; 
renewed  ditto,  1\<L.  to  3j<i.  per  lb.  Officinalis,  stem,  chips,  and 
shavings,  3(2.  to  %&. ;  good  root,  3gcZ.  to  4£(2.  per  lb. ;  renewed 
chips  and  shavings,  2|(2.  to  8|d. ;  broken  quills  and  chips,  2d.  to 
7|<2. ;  stem  chips,  5^d.  to  6(2.  per  lb. 

The  exports  from  Ceylon  from  January  1  to  October  24  have 
been : — 

1899  1898  1897  1896 

Lbs.      ...      534,640      764,408      611,926  1,231,359 
Coca-leaves. — Very  firm,  Truxillo    leaves    not  being 
obtainable  under  Is  3d.  per  lb. 

Colocynth  — For  good  Turkish  apple  Is.  5d  per  lb.  has 
been  paid. 

Coppeb  Sulphate  has  a  drooping  tendency,  there  being 
sellers  at  242.  10s.  per  ton  on  the  spot ;  Anchor  is  unchanged 
a*  252.  10s. ;  Liverpool,  252.  10s  for  prompt  delivery. 

Dragon's  blood. — Seven  cases  of  reed  gum  and  15  cases 
block,  pattly  fine,  have  arrived  this  week. 

Ergot  op  Rye. — Very  firm,  with  a  hand-to-mouth  busi- 
ness, buyers  only  filling  immediate  requirements  at  from 
2.i.  3d.  to  2s  4(2.  for  Russian,  and  2s.  5(2.  to  2s  6(2.  for  Spanish 
of  old  crop;  no  new  appears  to  have  been  collected  this 
year.  The  Hamburg  market  is  much  above  the  London 
parity. 

Galls. — Only  small  sales  of  Persian  blue  have  been  made 
owing  to  the  high  prices  asked.  Blue  are  quoted  65s.  to 
67s.  6(2.,  green  57s  Qd  to  60s ,  and  white  53s.  Gd.  per  cwt. 
Japanese,  56s.  for  arrival.  The  stock  of  Chinese  is  almost, 
exhausted,  there  being  buyers  of  ordinary  shape  at  62s.  Qd. 
per  cwt ,  but  no  sellers. 

Gum  Arabic. — Soudan  sorts  have  been  in  slightly  better 
demand,  with  sales  at  62s  Gd.  to  68s.  per  cwt.,  according  to 
quality.  Of  Persian  so-called  insoluble  sorts,  small  parcels 
of  "  worked  "  hava  changed  hands  at  20s.  Qd.  to  21s.  Qd.,  and 
block  at  14s.  per  cwt. 

Gum  Tragacanth  continues  in  moderate  demand,  chiefly 
for  the  higher  grades,  at  142.  10s.  per  cwt.  for  Persian  firsts. 
122.  5s.  to  142.  for  seconds,  112.  to  112.  15s  for  thirds,  and 
102.  15s.  for  fourths  ;  in  the  lower  grades  little  or  no  busi- 
ness has  been  done;  medium  qualities  are  scarce.  In 
Bussora  hog  gum  small  sales  are  reported  at  from  35s.  to 
65s.  per  cwt. ;  and  for  Smyrna  seconds  92.  15s.  has  been 
paid. 

Gums  Varnish  — A  much  larger  and  better  selection  of 
kauri  bi ought  to  auction  to-day  met  a  good  demand.  Nearly 
one-half  sold  at  and  after  :  fine  descriptions  at  extreme  rates, 
dial  up  to  152.  12s.  Qd  ,  three-quarters  scraped  2s  Qd  higher, 
and  the  better  sorts  of  all  kinds  at  full  prices  ;  all  common 
grades  were  cheaper.  Copal  featureless.  Damar  [aid  animi 
neglected  and  bought  in. 

Insect-flowers — The  ftock  in  Trieste  at  the  end  of 
September,  1899,  was  309,600  kilos.,  and  the  receipts 
45,700  kilos. — together  equal  355,300  kilos  ;  the  deliveries 
in  October  were  72  300  kilos.,  so  that  the  stock  at  the  end 
of  October  was  283  000  kilos.  The  following  are  the  carrent 
quotations,  fob  Trieste; — Open  flowers,  49s.  to  50s.  per 
cwt. ;  half-open,  51s.  to  72s. ;  closed,  85s.  to  93s  ;  and  wild, 
106s.  to  118s  The  Trieste  market  is  reported  steady,  with  a 
fair  demand. 

Ipecacuanha  — A  considerable  business  has  been  done 
this  weefc  in  Cartagena,  some  30  to  40  bales  having  changed 
hands  at  from  10s.  per  lb.  upwards;  10s.  Gd.  is  now 
wanted.  A  few  bales  of  Rio  have  also  sold  at  14s.,  bat  for 
finest  14s  3d.  is  wanted.  The  deliveries  for  this  moath.  up 
to  Wtdaesday,  were  50  bales  (mostly  Rio),  not  including  the 
quantity  meuiioned  above. 

Limb-juice  is  now  at  a  high  figure,  Is.  Qd.  per  gallon 
being  a  general  quotation  for  ordinary  West  Indian,  or 
about  double  what  it  was  this  time  last  year.  The  war  has 
greatly  stimulated  the  demand,  and  ic  is  reported  that  the 
Government  have  not  been  able  to  fully  satisfy  their  require- 
ments.   Very  little  has  arrived  this  season. 

Menthol. — Unchanged,  and  in  fair  inquiry  oil  Hamburg 
account;  8s  Qd.  per  lb.  spot  has  besn  freely  paid  this  week. 
For  arrival,  8s.  Id  per  lo.,  c  i  f.,  is  qictei  to-day. 


Naphtha. — Solvent,  90-per-cent.,  is  quoted  Is.  Z\d.  to 
Is  3d.  per  gallon ;  95-per-cent ,  Is.  3\d.  to  Is.  4d.  Crude, 
30  per-cent.,  4fd. 

Oil,  Beegamot. — Old  crop  for  prompt  shipment  is 
offered  at  7s.  6(2.  per  lb.  c  i  f  ,  and  new  for  January  delivery 
and  onwards,  6s.  Gd.  per  lb.,  c  i.f. 

Oil,  Castor  —Very  quiet.  Italian,  medicinal,  is  quoted 
34s.  per  cwt ,  c. if.  Belgian  first-pressing  is  27s.  spot;  and 
second- pi et sing  25s.  Qd.  spot,  ex  wharf.  Hull  make  is 
29s.  Gd.  per  cwt.  in  barrels  ;  and  3^d.  per  lb.  in  cases.  For 
medicinal  oil,  fiist-pres sing  is  27s.  in  barrels  ;  and  3^(2.  per 
lb  in  cases,  ex- wharf  London;  second-pressing  is  not 
offered. 

Reports  from  Calcutta,  dated  October  26,  state  that  prices  have 
again  advanced,  and  during  the  month  sales  of  about  2,500  cases 
have  been  made  for  shipment. 

Oil,  Cod-liver —The  lowest  quotation  on  this  market 
for  new  oil  is  now  70s.  per  barrel,  c.i  f .,  and  early  in  the  week 
75  barrels  were  told  to  fulfil  a  contract  at  68s.  Qd.  Other 
agents,  however,  ask  from  75s.  to  80s.,  c.i.f.,  and  stocks  are 
getting  into  very  small  compass,  which  makes  business 
difficult. 

Bergen,  November  11. — The  market  for  Lofoten  non-congealing 
oil  is  still  very  firm.  Buyers  are  willing  to  pay  67s.  per  barrel, 
f.o.b.,  but  even  at  this  figure  it  is  not  possible  to  obtain  a  quantity. 
The  exports  to  date  are  12,609  barrels,  against  7,173  at  the  same 
ime  last  year. 

Oil,  Lemon. — Well-known  brands  for  December  shipment 
are  quoted  3s.  3d.  to  3s.  Qd.  per  lb.,  c  i.f. 

Oil,  Olive. — All  grades  are  advancing  daily,  owing  to  the 
continued  gloomy  reports  concerning  new  crop  For  finest 
Lucca  oil,  4s.  Qd.  to  5s.  per  gall,  is  quoted. 

Oil,  Orange  New  crop  for  forward  shipment  is  quoted 

6s.  Gd.  per  lb.,  c.i.f. 

Oil,  Turpentine. — The  market  closes  easier  at  37s.  Gd. 
per  cwt.  lor  American  on  the  spot. 

Oils,  Fixed. — Linseed  firmer,  22s.  3d.  per  cwt.  being 
quoted  per  pipe  on  the  spot,  and  21s  10^d.  landed  terms  ; 
barrels.  22s.  per  cwt.  Rape  slightly  easier,  at  22s.  Qd.  per 
cwt.  spot  for  ordinary  brown,  and  refined  24s  ;  Ravison  is 
quoteo  20s.  per  c*t.  Cotton  firmer,  at  18s.  to  18s.  9(2. 
per  cwt.  for  refined,  according  to  make,  in  ordinary  casks. 

Opium. — Quiet  with  an  easier  tendency,  sales  of  fine 
Persian  having  been  made  at  12s  per  lb.  Busiuess  both  in 
soft,  shipping  and  druggists'  has  also  been  on  a  small 
scale. 

Smyrna,  November  3. — A  dull  market  this  week,  sales  amount- 
ing to  8  cases  only,  at  8s.  4(2.  to  8s.  6(2.  per  lb.  for  exportation  to 
the  Continent.  At  the  opening  of  the  market  American  buyers 
came  forward  and  offered  8s.  to  8s.  2d.  for  new-crop  manufacturing 
qualities,  but  sellers  do  not  see  their  way  yet  to  accept  lower 
prices.  A  decline,  however,  will  soon  take  place.  [This  reduction 
has  since  come  about — vide  our  cable  of  last  week. — Ed. J  Market 
closed  quiet.  The  arrivals  are  2,140  cases,  against  1,690  at  the 
same  date  of  last  year. 

Orris. — In  little  inquiry  here,  although  the  Italian  market 
continues  to  maintain  prices.  The  lowest  c.i.f.  quotations 
this  week  are  53s  per  cwc.  tor  ptcfe-ed  Florentine,  49s.  for 
"sorts,"  and  48s.  for  small  white,  holders,  however,  noc  being 
anxious  sellers.  From  another  source  55s,  c.i.f,  is  quoted 
for  picked,  and  50s.  to  5ls  Gd.  for  prime  sorrs.  On  the 
spot  it  is  possible  to  buy  Florentine  at  52s.  Qd.  for  good 
medium. 

Potash  Chlorate. — In  moderate  demand  for  delivery 
this  year  at  the  Convention  raGes,  while  fur  1900  delivery  a 
considerable  business  ha*  been  done  Makers'  prices  ior  next 
lear  are  now  3d.  per  lb.  net  tor  crystals  in  5  ton  lots,  f  o.b. 
Liverpool,  though  business  has  been  d  nj  at  a  shade  under 
i.his  figure,  since  when  prices  have  bien  on  a  more  settled 
basis. 

Potash  Permanganate. — The  market  appears  to  be  over- 
stocked, so  much  so  tbat  t>olders  are  willing  to  do  bu.-iness 
at  lowt-r  rates.  In  one  quaiter  46s  6(2.  per  cwt.  will  buy 
small  crystals  in  ton  lots,  and  other  quotations  are  from 
48s  Qd.  to  50s  per  cwt. 

Potash  Puussiate  has  an  eisier  tendency,  there  being 
sellinu  •  ft  nest  Kn><lish  makes  at,  7g(2.  per  lo.  Be;kton  make 
quoted  Id  per  lb. 
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Quicksilver. — The  first-hand  quotation  has  been  with- 
drawn pending  an  advance.  In  second  hands  there  are 
buyers  and  sellers  at  91.  10s.  per  bottle.  The  stock  is  down  to 
some  40  or  50  bottles.  Immediately  the  first-hand  price  is 
fixed,  mercurials  are  due  to  be  raised  Id  per  lb. 

Quinine  has  been  in  more  demand  this  week,  and  up  to 
Tuesday  prices  in  second  hands  were  unchanged  at  Is  l%d 
per  oz.  for  December,  and  Is  2d.  for  March  delivery.  After 
the  bark-sales,  however,  the  market  was  firmer,  business 
being  done  at  Is.  lfd.  to  Is  2d.  for  December,  and  Is.  2\d. 
for  March.  On  the  spot  Is.  2^d.  was  quoted  on  Wednesday, 
with  buyers  at  Is.  2d.  peroz.,  but  to-day  Is.  2\d.  was  reported 
paid  for  December,  and  Is.  2\d.  for  March.  Makers'  quota- 
tions are  unchanged  so  far. 

The  shipments  from  Java  during  August  were  404  case  s,  all  of 
which  were  shipped  to  the  United  Kingdom.  From  July  1  to 
August  31,  432  cases  have  been  shipped,  against  346  cases  for  the 
same  period  of  1898.  By  the  ss.  Cyclops  33  cases  Java  quinine 
(Ed.  II.)  arrived  last  week  in  Amsterdam  containing  396  kilos. 
(13,860  oz.),  and  17  cases  Java  quinine  (Ed.  III.)  204  kilos. 
(7,140  oz.)  from  the  Bandong  quinine-factory. 

Saffron. — Samples  of  new  have  arrived  on  this  market, 
and  quotations  range  from  38s  Qd.  to  42s.  per  lb.  net,  ac- 
cording to  quality.    There  is  a  fair  inquiry. 

Saesapaeilla. — The  arrivals  this  week  include  27  bales 
genuine  Jamaica,  12  Lima-Jamaica,  and  3  native  red 
Jamaica,  which  will  be  offered  in  auction  next  week. 

Scammony-eoot  has  been  in  better  demand  this  week,  and 
several  tons  have  changed  hands  for  export  at  2ls.  per  cwt., 
and  the  remainder  of  the  stock,  which  is  now  small,  is  held 
for  22s.  An  arrival  of  scammonium  firsts  is  held  for  30s.  per 
lb. 

Senna. — The  ss.  Duke  of  Portland  has  brought  161  bales 
of  Tinnevelly  from  Colombo  this  week.  The  offerings  of 
Tinnevelly  at  the  drug-sales  will  amount  to  about  350  bales. 
Fine  Alexandrian  leaf  sold  at  9d.  per  lb.  last  week. 

Soda  Chlorate. — Steady,  at  3%d  per  lb.,  f.o.b.  Liverpool, 
and  3%d.  net  for  delivery  next  year. 

Spices  — Pepper  is  steady,  cloves  are  lower,  and  Cochin 
ginger  rather  dearer.  At  auction  on  Wednesday  good  qualities 
of  cut  Cochin  Ginger  sold  well, bold  at  80s.  per  cwt.,  boldaDd 
medium  at  65s.  6d.,  medium  at  6ls.  to  61s.  6^.  medium  and 
small  at  45s ,  and  roughly  cut  unassorted  at  46s.  6d.  per  cwt. 
For  washed  rough  there  was  not  much  demand,  and  only 
part  found  buyers  at  25s.  to  26s  per  cwt.  for  slightly  wormy, 
but  othprwise  fair  quality;  good  washed  small  being  bought 
in  at  25s.  per  cwt.  Japan  is  scarce  and  some  business  has 
been  done  privately  at  23s.  to  23s.  Gd.  per  cwt.  For  Bengal 
24s.  per  cwt.  is  the  price.  Zanzibar  Cloves  lower,  fair  quality 
sold  at  3\d.  with  two  lots  at  3§d.  per  lb,,  and  March-May 
delivery  has  been  done  at  3—^.  per  cwt.  Good  Penang  sold 
at  Qd  par  lb.,  and  ordinary  at  5%d  to  5f<2.  per  lb.  Japan 
Chillies  in  more  demand,  good  picked  selling  at  39s.  to  41s  Qd. 
per  cwt.  Nafal  Capricums  were  bought  in  at  110s.  per  cwt. 
Pimento  steady,  but  little  sold,  good  clean  at  3§rf.  per  lb. 
Cassia-lignea  sold  at  43s.  per  cwt  for  1895-6  season. 
Cinnamon  sold  at  5%d.  per  lb  for  quillings.  Black  pepper 
steady  at  5f<2.  per  lo  for  Singapore  on  the  spot,  and  sellers 
of  distant  shipment  at  6^.  per  lb.  Penang  white  is  firm  at 
8^d  per  lb.,  a  bid  of  fad.  less  being  refused  for  a  pile  on 
Wednesday. 

Thymol — One  maker's  quotation  is  10s  6^.  per  lb.  in 
limited  quantity,  while  others  refuse  to  sell.  In  second- 
hand 9s  <\\d.  and  9s.  6d.  has  been  paid,  but  the  general 
quotation  is  now  10s. 

Turmeric — All  descriptions  remain  firm,  with  a  small 
business  in  Bengal  at  28s.  per  cwt.,  good  bright  Madras 
finger  at  37s.  Gd ,  and  fair  Cochin  split  bulbs  at  12s. 
per  cwt. 

Calcutta  reports,  dated  October  26,  state  that  prices  have 
steadily  advanced,  and  at  the  current  high  rates  business  for 
export  to  Europe  and  the  United  States  is  not  possible,  although 
there  are  fair  inquiries  for  these  quarters. 

Valerian  Root  is  again  daarer,  as  much  as  32«.  6d. 
per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  and  upwards  being  asked. 


Exposing  Explosives — Mr.  G.  K.  frotr=ioe,  pharma 
ceutical  chemist,  Treoiky,  Glam.,  for  exposing  firework i 
in  his  shop-window  and  not  providing  a  substantial  re- 
ceptacle to  store  them  in,  has  been  fined  10s.  and  costs. 


<Sa3ette. 

PARTNEBSHIP  DISSOLVED 

Browne-Mason,  J.  T.,  and  Goard,  T.  A.,  under  the  style  of 
Browne-Mason  &  Goard,  Exeter,  dental  surgeons. 

THE  BANKRUPTCY  ACTS,  1883  AND  1890. 
Receiving  Order. 

Jagielski,  Victor,  Dorset  Square,  N.W.,  doctor  of  medicine. 

ADJUDIOATIO>  S 
Aston,  John,  Frodsham,  Cheshire,  grocer  and  drug-dealer. 
Humfrey,  Raphael  Charles,  late  Cheltenham  and  Birmingham, 

lately  chemist,  now  out  of  business. 
Sparrow,  Walter  Whitchurch    Bryant,  Burton- on-Trent  and 

Blackburn, surgeon. 
Wormald,  Frederick,  Birkdale,  veteriaary  surgeon. 


Coming  Events. 

Postcard-notices  of  meetings  to  be  held  should  be  sent  by 
Secretaries  not  later  than  Wednesday  of  the  week  before  the 
meetings  are  held. 


Saturday,  November  18, 

Tunnel  Cricket  Club  (D.  &  W.  Gibbs,  Limited).  Seventh  annual 
dinner  at  the  George  Hotel,  Tower  Hill,  E.C.,  at  6.45  p.m. 
Smoking-concert  to  follow. 

Monday,  November  20. 

Dewsbury  and  District  Chemists'  Association,  Town  Hall, 
Dewsbury,  at  8.30  p.m.  Mr.  W.  S.  Glyn-Jones  will  give  an 
address  on  the  P.A.T.A.  Defence  Fund. 

Tuesday,  November  21. 

Bradford\and  District  Chemists'  Association,  County  Restaurant, 
Bradford,  at  9  p.m.  Address  by  Mr.  W.  S.  Glyn-Jones  on  the 
P.A.T.A.  Defence  Fund. 

Wednesday,  November  22. 

Edinburgh  Chemists',  Assistants',  and  Apprentices'  Association. 
Open  meeting  in  Pharmaceutical  Society's  House,  36  York 
Place,  Edinburgh,  at  9.15  p.m.  Mr.  Win.  B.  Cowie  will  read 
papers  on  "  Vapour  Densities,"  "  Volumetric  Composition 
of  Water,"  and  give  practical  demonstration. 

Thursday,  November  23. 

Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association,  Blason  University,  Col- 
lege, Birmingham,  at  8  p.m.  Address  by  Mr.  W.  S.  Glyn- 
Jones. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  73  Newman  Street,  W.,  at 
9  P.M.  Mr.  F.  Curry  will  read  a  paper  on  "  The  Relation  of 
the  Wholesale  to  the  Retail  Trade." 

Leicester  Chemists'  Social  Union.  Smoking-concert  at  the 
Grand  Hotel,  Granby  Street,  Leicester,  at  8.45.   No  charge. 

Friday,  November  24. 

Messrs.  Burgoyne,  Burbidges  &  Co.'s  Cricket  Club  Smoking- 
concert,  Holborn  Town  Hall.  Tickets,  Is.  each,  may  be  had 
from  Mr.  E.  R.  King,  16  Coleman  Street,  E.C. 

Glasgow  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Assistants'  and  Apprentices' 
Association,  Masonic  Chambers,  100  West  Regent  Street, 
Glasgow,  at  9.15  P  m.  Councillor  W.  Martin  on  "  John 
Ruskin/.the  Man  and  his  Teaching." 


Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  (North  British 
Branch),  36  York  Place,  Edinburgh. — The  inaugural  meeting  of 
the  Winter  Session  will  take  place  on  November  29,  when  Mr. 
Peter  Boa  will  deliver  an  address. 


Mincing  Lane  War  Fund. — In  addition  to  the  names 
on  page  819  ihe  following  firms  have  aUo  contributed: — 
Mefsrs.  Widenmarn,  Broichei  &  Co.,  521  10s.  ;  Donald  Gray 
&  Sees,  251;  Mann  &  Bishop,  15Z.  15s.;  A.  &  G.  Fischer, 
15r  15s. ;  H.  Kiver  &  Co.,  101.  10s  ;  Godson  &  Winterton, 
51.  5s.  ;  Finfler  &  Wheeler,  51.  5s  ;  Kirkpatrick,  Barr  L 
Gothiie,  51.  5s.  ;  Lister  &  Biggs,  51.  5s. ;  L.  Raiser  &  Co  , 
51.  5s. ;  Tbeo.  Schneider.  51.  5s  ;  Ed.  Davis  &  Co.,  11.  Is. 
Up  to  Thursday  8,9C0£.  fad  been  subscribed. 


